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property rights provisions in the
Agreement at the behest of the Con-
gress. By providing for the effective en-
forcement of labor and environmental
laws, combined with strong remedies
for noncompliance, the Agreement will
contribute to improved worker rights
and higher levels of environmental pro-
tection in Colombia. The result is an
Agreement that all of us can be proud
of and that will create significant new
opportunities for American workers,
farmers, ranchers, businesses, and con-
sumers by opening the Colombian mar-
ket and eliminating barriers to U.S.
goods, services, and investment.

Under the Agreement, tariffs on over
80 percent of U.S. industrial and con-
sumer goods exported to Colombia will
be eliminated immediately, with tariffs
on the remaining goods eliminated
within 10 years. The Agreement will
allow 52 percent of U.S. agricultural
exports, by value, to enter Colombia
duty-free immediately, with the re-
maining agricultural tariffs phased out
over time. This will help to level the
playing field, as 91 percent of U.S. im-
ports from Colombia already enjoy
duty-free access to our market under
U.S. trade preference programs.

My Administration looks forward to
continuing to work with the Congress
on a bipartisan path forward to secure
approval of this legislation that builds
on the positive spirit of the May 10,
2007, agreement on trade between the
Administration and the House and Sen-
ate leadership, and the strong bipar-
tisan support demonstrated by both
Houses of Congress in overwhelmingly
approving the TUnited States-Peru
Trade Promotion Agreement last year.
The TUnited States-Colombia Trade
Promotion Agreement represents an
historic step forward in U.S. relations
with a Kkey friend and ally in Latin
America. Congressional approval of
legislation to implement the Agree-
ment is in our national interest, and I
urge the Congress to act favorably on
this legislation as quickly as possible.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 7, 2008.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———————

NATIONAL MONTH OF THE
MILITARY CHILD

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 265) honoring
military children during ‘‘National
Month of the Military Child,” as
amended.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 265

Whereas more than 2,750,000 Americans are
demonstrating their courage and commit-
ment to freedom by serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States;

Whereas 50 percent of the members of the
Armed Forces, when deployed away from
their permanent duty stations, have left
families with children behind;

Whereas no one feels the effect of those de-
ployments more than the children of de-
ployed service members;

Whereas as of March 15, 2008, approxi-
mately 3,400 of these children have lost a
parent serving in the Armed Forces during
the preceding 5 years;

Whereas the daily struggles and personal
sacrifices of children of members of the
Armed Forces too often go unnoticed;

Whereas the children of members of the
Armed Forces are a source of pride and
honor to all Americans and it is fitting that
the Nation recognize their contributions and
celebrate their spirit;

Whereas the ‘“National Month of the Mili-
tary Child”’, observed in April each year, rec-
ognizes military children for their sacrifices
and contributes to demonstrating the Na-
tion’s unconditional support to members of
the Armed Forces;

Whereas in addition to Department of De-
fense programs to support military families
and military children, various programs and
campaigns have been established in the pri-
vate sector to honor, support, and thank
military children by fostering awareness and
appreciation for the sacrifices and the chal-
lenges they face; and

Whereas a month-long salute to military
children will encourage support for those or-
ganizations and campaigns established to
provide direct support for military children
and families: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) joins the Secretary of Defense in hon-
oring the children of members of the Armed
Forces and recognizes that they too share in
the burden of protecting the Nation;

(2) urges Americans to join with the mili-
tary community in observing the ‘‘National
Month of the Military Child” with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities that honor,
support, and thank military children; and

(3) recognizes with great appreciation the
contributions made by private-sector organi-
zations that provide resources and assistance
to military families and the communities
that support them.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

April 8, 2008

Madam Speaker, I stand before you
in support of House Resolution 265,
honoring military children for their
personal sacrifice and recognizing the
month of April as the National Month
of the Military Child.

Currently, 2.75 million Americans are
serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States. Of that number, 1.7 mil-
lion who have served or who are cur-
rently serving have been deployed,
nearly 600,000 members have deployed
more than once, and close to 260,000 are
currently deployed.

These are important points for us to
take note of and reflect upon today be-
cause today there are nearly 1.2 million
military children in families whose
parents proudly serve in the uniform.

Unfortunately, 50 percent of the
servicemembers who are currently de-
ployed away from their duty stations
are separated from their spouses and
their children.

Long-term and multiple deployments
have shown undesirable effects on both
servicemembers, their families and
their children. They sometimes experi-
ence severe emotional, psychological
and fiscal problems over the course of
these deployments. Over extended peri-
ods of time, anxiety and strain become
a part of the daily lives of both spouses
and children who sacrifice unduly.

Approximately 3,400 military chil-
dren have lost a parent serving in the
Armed Forces during the preceding 5
years. Military children are making
personal sacrifices in support of this
Nation.

During National Month of the Mili-
tary Child, we need to ensure that we
support all the American children who
faithfully share their family in order to
protect our way of life.

House Resolution 265 encourages pub-
lic and private sector support for both
military children and their families
through direct contributions to schol-
arships, grants and donations, action
which promotes family readiness.

So it is appropriate to celebrate the
children who are loved by these brave
men and women in uniform. The health
and the well-being of these children is
important to the overall readiness of
our forces.

We therefore appreciate the leader-
ship shown by our distinguished col-
league from Northern Virginia (Mr.
MORAN) in sponsoring this important
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution
265, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
might consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 265, as amend-
ed, which honors military children dur-
ing National Month of the Military
Child.

Today we are a Nation at war with
more than 2.75 million men and women
in uniform and more than 280,000 de-
ployed worldwide. The men and women
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