April 9, 2008

As the Federal Government assumes more
control over health care, medical privacy has
increasingly come under assault. Those of us
in the medical profession should be particu-
larly concerned about policies allowing Gov-
ernment officials and State-favored interests to
access our medical records without our con-
sent. After all, patient confidentiality is the
basis of the trust that must underline a posi-
tive physician-patient relationship. Yet my re-
view of S. 1858 indicates the drafters of the
legislation made no effort to ensure these
newborn screening programs do not violate
the privacy rights of parents and children.

In fact, by directing Federal bureaucrats to
create a contingency plan for newborn screen-
ing in the event of a “public health” disaster,
this bill may lead to further erosions of medical
privacy. As recent history so eloquently illus-
trates, politicians are more than willing to take,
and people are more than willing to cede, lib-
erty during times of “emergency.” Thus, most
people will gladly sacrifice their families’ med-
ical privacy if they are told it is necessary to
protect them from a Government-declared
health emergency, while the Federal Govern-
ment will be very unlikely to relinquish its new
powers when the emergency passes.

| am also skeptical, to say the least, that a
top-down Federal plan to screen any part of
the population will effectively help meet the
challenges facing the health care system in
the event of a real public emergency. State
and local Governments working together with
health care providers, can better come up with
effective ways to deal with public health emer-
gencies than can any Federal bureaucracy. It
is for these reasons, Madam Speaker, that |
oppose S. 1858.

———
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SERVICE THAT MEMBERS OF
ARMED FORCES HAVE GIVEN TO
THE NATION

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
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Tuesday, April 8, 2008

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 1020, a resolution
recognizing the tremendous service that mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, especially those
who have been wounded in combat, have
given.

As an original cosponsor of this resolution,
| want to thank the lead sponsor, Mr. WELCH,
for bringing this resolution to the floor and his
leadership on this important issue. | also want
to thank Mr. WALBERG and Mr. HIGGINS for
joining Mr. WELCH and me in spearheading
this effort to honor those who have given so
much in service to our country.

Only 1 percent of Americans serve in the
military. Only 1 percent have answered the
call to arms in defense of our Nation, our val-
ues, and our freedoms. To this 1 percent, we
owe so much; so much that can never be fully
repaid.

Throughout our history, many Americans
have given the ultimate sacrifice for this Na-
tion, and many more have had their minds
and bodies wounded for the same cause. In
the current Global War on Terror, around
30,000 servicemembers have been wounded,
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including almost 400 from Kansas. Their lives
and those of their families have been dramati-
cally impacted.

| have had the honor to meet with many of
these wounded warriors, both in Kansas and
at Walter Reed. Though their lives have been
forever changed, they continue their commit-
ment to duty, country, and family. They are a
great inspiration to me and those who are
blessed to meet them.

Every American has a responsibility to thank
these brave Americans. We must vocally
honor them. We must honor them by providing
excellent medical care, access to quality jobs
and education, support for their families, and
the resources to live fulfilling and productive
lives. But, we also need to remember to say
“thank you.” “Thank you” for your service and
your sacrifice. This resolution is just one more
way the House of Representatives can say
“thank you” to our Nation’s veterans.

In addition to this resolution, Misters WELCH,
WALBERG, HIGGINS and | are helping organize
an April 16th reception for Members of Con-
gress and wounded warriors from Walter
Reed. This reception will provide Members of
Congress the honor to personally meet with
these brave heroes. | encourage all my col-
leagues to attend. This reception will encour-
age you, humble you, and challenge you to
push harder in support of our veterans.

We can never fully honor or repay the sac-
rifice made by our Nation’s veterans. Our vet-
erans deserve so much, and, in comparison,
we have so little to offer. But, | hope that this
resolution and upcoming reception will take a
step in the right direction. | ask that all my col-
leagues support this important resolution.

————————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTION OF
NURSES

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge the noble and
essential role nurses play in providing quality
health care across our Nation.

Our Nation’s health care system is complex
and every day people with all types of needs
are cared for by qualified and professional
nurses. Every individual can remember an ex-
perience when someone they loved needed
health care and a nurse was the first person
by their side providing compassionate and es-
sential care. My wife, a registered nurse works
on the front lines of caring for Americans and
like so many nurses, her devotion extends be-
yond the workforce; as she goes home every
day after work and is just as thoughtful and at-
tentive to the needs of our family. The tireless
efforts made by nurses to provide nurture and
solace are an inspiration to all.

A growing number of nurses are essential to
ensuring all people receive quality care; and
our Nation’s public health infrastructure has
the professionals necessary to respond to nat-
ural and manmade disasters. The Department
of Health and Human Services projects the
current ten percent vacancy rates in registered
nurses will grow to 36 percent by the year
2020, representing more than one million un-
filed jobs. We must make sure to provide
strong Congressional leadership, unflagging
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support, and the Federal funding necessary to
ensure the United States continues to main-
tain a steady supply of nurses to care for the
patients of today and tomorrow.

Madam Speaker, in honor of their unwaver-
ing commitment, dedication, and selflessness,
| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
nurses and their exemplary service to our
community and our country.

———

CONGRATULATING TEMPLE
ISRAEL OF LAWRENCE

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mrs. McCCARTHY of New York. Madam

Speaker, | rise to congratulate Temple Israel
of Lawrence, New York, on its 100th anniver-
sary.
Temple Israel is the oldest temple on Long
Island. It was founded in 1908 as Temple
Israel of Far Rockaway. The congregation
moved to its current location in 1930. A new
school center was created in 1948 to better
accommodate the educational needs of the
congregation and then again in 1966 with new
social facilities. Temple Israel continues to
thrive to this day, as the religious and nursery
schools have unusually large enroliments.

The Temple reaches beyond just the “Five
Towns” and extends around the world. Tem-
ple Israel participates in a number of interfaith
and cross-cultural programs. There are ex-
change programs, such as an American Jew-
ish and ltalian Catholic exchange program
with the Vatican, which help bring about great-
er understanding and compromise among the
participants.

| applaud these efforts of the congregation
because I, too, am a strong believer in bring-
ing people with different backgrounds together
to find common ground. | participated in the
Women’s Democracy Fund to help bring
women together in Northern Ireland to con-
tribute to the peace process. The program has
more recently moved to bringing Israeli and
Palestinian women together as an effort to
also help bring about peace in that region.

The Temple Israel congregation is ably led
by Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum and Cantor Galina
Paliy. Rabbi Rosenbaum is the spiritual and
education leader of Temple Israel. He is well
known on Long Island and throughout the
American rabbinate. He works across the
international arena in building bridges of un-
derstanding and compromise between the
American Jewish community and Jewish com-
munities and foreign governments around the
world and between Jews and other religions.
Rabbi Rosenbaum also worked with first re-
sponders and victim’s families at Ground Zero
following the terrorist attacks of 9/11. | am
glad to hear that Rabbi Rosenbaum will be
joining me in Washington, DC, later this month
in welcoming Pope Benedict XVI on his first
papal visit to the United States.

Temple Israel of Lawrence is part of a rich
Jewish history in the United States. In 2003,
Congress passed H. Con. Res. 106, which
recognizes and honors America’s Jewish com-
munity on the occasion of its 350th anniver-
sary. The first known Jews arrived from Brazil
in 1654. They established the first Jewish
community in New York City. Jews have con-
tributed in so many ways to American society,
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