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Calvet Anderson, Sr., of Minnesota, a beloved
member of the South Minneapolis community.
While | regret the recent passing of Kirkland
Anderson on March 14, 2008 at the age of 79,
| am grateful for his lifelong service to his fam-
ily, friends and his dedication and love for our
community.

A native of Bolton, Mississippi, Kirkland at-
tended the University of Minnesota from
1946-49. He served in the U.S. Army during
the Korean war from 1950-1953, and returned
to Minneapolis, where in 1954 he married
Alice A. Gaskins. After starting his career at
the VA Hospital and the U.S. Postal Service,
Kirk then went on to operate Kirk’s Mobil from
1961-2007.

Most importantly, Kirk will be remembered
for his ever willingness to lend a hand to his
friends and neighbors. Steadfast dedication to
his community was evident through his partici-
pation on the board of the Blaisdell YMCA, his
support for area schools and parks and the
local Scouts.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | wish to ex-
press my condolences to those surviving Mr.
Anderson: his wife, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchild, sister, sisters-in-law, nieces,
nephews, great nieces, great nephews, cous-
ins, friends, and community. It is an honor to
stand in recognition of the memory and life of
a man who gave so much. Mr. Anderson,
today we thank you.

—
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Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize two outstanding citizens of
Frankston, Texas, Melvin Scott and Minnie
Lou Scott.

On November 8, 2007 the Scotts celebrated
their 80th wedding anniversary, an accom-
plishment that very few achieve. The Scotts’
long-lasting marriage is one that exemplifies
dedication and healthy values. In fact,
Frankston citizens often ask the Scotts’ advice
on how they too can have a successful, long
lasting marriage.

On February 21, 2008 Melvin celebrated his
101st birthday. Minnie Lou is 99-years-old.
They have one son, three grandchildren and
four great grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, | am honored to recognize Mel-
vin and Minnie Lou Scott for their longstanding
dedication to each other and their family.

————————
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Gaudet Family of Mobile, AL.
For years, Steve and Lydia Gaudet, along with
their eight children, have given back to the
community by donating their time and services
to improve the lives of others.
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At the encouragement of their friends, col-
leagues, and those grateful to have received
their assistance. the Gaudet family was cho-
sen for some very special recognition of their
own. Earlier this year, the family was chosen
by the popular ABC television show, “Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition” for a new home.

Six of the eight Gaudet children: Joseph,
Chris, Todd, Patrick, Michael, and Peter, live
at home with their parents, Steve and Lydia.
Steve had recently been laid off from his job
with a tire manufacturer, and Lydia works for
Goodwill Easter Seals. Despite their own hard-
ships, the entire family volunteers with United
Cerebral Palsy, Down Syndrome Society of
Mobile, and Camp Smile-A-Mile. a camp for
disabled children and adults.

In  February, the crew of “Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition” arrived at the fam-
ily’s home to surprise them with the announce-
ment they had been selected for the show.
Steve and Lydia, along with six of their chil-
dren, lived in an 1,100 square-foot, three-bed-
room, one-bathroom home that was 50 years
old and still under a bright blue roof tarp due
to damage sustained by Hurricane Katrina
over 2 years ago.

In “Extreme Makeover” style, the family was
sent on a well-deserved, week-long, all-ex-
pense paid vacation to a resort in Arizona and
given tickets to the Super Bowl. While the
Gaudets were away, the family’s old home
was torn down and replaced with a new 3,500
square-foot home in just 106 hours.

Father and son builders, Frank Lott, Jr., and
Frank Lott Ill, of Heritage Homes of Mobile,
worked day and night alongside as many as
1,500 volunteer workers to finish the Gaudet
home. In addition to the volunteers, numerous
local firms contributed materials to the project
and members of the community made mone-
tary donations to the family. CVS Pharmacy
donated $100,000 to Camp Smile-A-Mile and
an additional $50,000 to be used to pay for
medical bills related to the special needs of
their son, Peter.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in saluting the Gaudet family for their self-
less contributions to the City of Mobile. De-
spite their own needs, the entire family is de-
voted to making south Alabama a better place
to live. | would also like to commend ABC net-
work, the entire crew of “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition,” Frank Lott, Jr., Frank Lott, Il
as well as all of the staff at Heritage Homes,
and the volunteers who contributed to pro-
viding a beautiful new home for a truly deserv-
ing family.

———
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial.

It is April 9, 2008, in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand—just today. That is more than the
number of innocent American lives that were
lost on September 11, only it happens every
day.
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It has now been exactly 12,861 days since
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed
down. Since then, the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and
screamed as they died, but because it was
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon.

They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of
them died a nameless and lonely death. And
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it
immediately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: “No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.” Mr. Speaker,
protecting the lives of our innocent citizens
and their constitutional rights is why we are all
here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
that clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed again
to honor that foundational commitment. We
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000
more innocent American babies who died
today without the protection that we should
have given them.

It seems so sad to me, Madam Speaker,
that this Sunset Memorial may be the only ac-
knowledgement or remembrance these chil-
dren who died today will ever have in this
chamber.

And so—as small a gesture as it might be—
| would ask those in this Chamber who are in-
clined to join me in a moment of silent memo-
rial to these lost little Americans.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude, in the hope
that perhaps someone new who heard this
sunset memorial tonight will finally embrace
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies, that it hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express, and that 12,801 days spent
killing nearly 50 million unborn children in
America is enough; and that the America that
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their babies than
abortion on demand.
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