April 10, 2008

The Social Security Medicare Trust-
ees Report recently issued only rein-
forces the dire condition of our fiscal
health. The Medicare Trustees Report
concluded that consideration of re-
forms to ensure the financial security
of Medicare must occur, stating, ‘‘the
sooner the solutions are enacted, the
more flexible and gradual they can be.”’
The Social Security report echoes this
sense of urgency, saying, ‘‘The pro-
jected trust fund deficits should be ad-
dressed in a timely manner. Making
adjustments sooner will allow them to
be spread over more generations.”

And if those dire projections are not
enough to raise the warning flags, cou-
ple those with the fact that the value
of the dollar is falling through the
floor. What more evidence do we need
to realize that our children and grand-
children cannot afford to have their
leaders choose to look the other way?

I was so disappointed that Treasury
Secretary Paulson’s focus is not on
this issue. I told him today when he
testified before the State and Foreign
Operations Appropriations Sub-
committee that I believe he is one of
the most qualified Treasury Secre-
taries our Nation has had. He has a
brilliant mind, but his attention isn’t
on the most fundamental of all issues,
the economic future of America.

I was also disappointed that he didn’t
answer my question about the projec-
tions credible rating agencies, such as
Moody’s Investment Service, are mak-
ing about the U.S. triple-A bond rating
being at risk as early as year 2012. I
also asked Secretary Paulson what the
ramifications of this loss would be. He
didn’t answer that question either.

Just last week, Congressman JIM
COOPER and I sat in on a roundtable
discussion held by Maya MacGuineas
and the Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget, and they have done a
great job. It was just such a diverse
group from the business, finance and
policy communities, former CBO direc-
tors, former OMB directors, think
tanks, political views across the spec-
trum, the Heritage Foundation and the
Brookings Institution included. Almost
everyone expressed concern about the
entitlement crisis we are facing. This
is not only an economic issue, it is also
generational and a moral issue.

You may have read Pete Peterson’s
editorial in Newsweek this week. He
ended by quoting Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
the German pastor who was instru-
mental in the resistance movement
against fascist Germany. He said, ‘‘“The
ultimate test of a moral society is the
kind of world it leaves to its children.”

I cannot help but wonder what sort of
future today’s partisan Washington is
leaving to generations to come. If we
can come together, both sides of the
aisle, we can ensure that our children
and our grandchildren have all the op-
portunity that you and I have had. JIMm
COOPER and I are working together on
the Cooper-Wolf SAFE Commission,
with over 80 bipartisan cosponsors.

If anyone has another viable plan to
address our entitlement tsunami, we’re
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anxious to hear it. But we cannot con-
tinue the status quo. Doing nothing is
not acceptable.

Wilberforce’s admonition rings as
true today as it did in 1789. ‘“‘Having
heard all this, you may choose to look
the other way, but you can never again
say that you do not know.”

We know, and it’s on our watch. Let’s
fix it.

e —

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I stand once again before this
House with yet another Sunset Memo-
rial.

It is April 10, 2008, in the land of the
free and the home of the brave, and be-
fore the sun set today in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn
children were killed by abortion on de-
mand. That’s just today, Madam
Speaker. That’s more than the number
of innocent lives lost on September 11
in this country, only it happens every
day.

It has now been exactly 12,862 days
since the tragedy called Roe v. Wade
was first handed down. Since then, the
very foundation of this Nation has been
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of its own children. Some of them,
Madam Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was
amniotic fluid passing over the vocal
cords instead of air, no one could hear
them.

And all of them had at least four
things in common. First, they were
each just little babies who had done
nothing wrong to anyone, and each one
of them died a nameless and lonely
death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will
never be quite the same. And all the
gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost for-
ever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to
a blind, invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for
those of us in this Chamber to remind
ourselves of why we are really all here.
Thomas Jefferson said, ‘“The care of
human life and its happiness and not
its destruction is the chief and only ob-
ject of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our
entire Constitution, it says, ‘““No State
shall deprive any person of life, liberty
or property without due process of
law.” Madam Speaker, protecting the
lives of our innocent citizens and their
constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is the clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
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by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our commitment to this core, self-
evident truth.
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It has made us the beacon of hope for
the entire world. Madam Speaker, it is
who we are.

And yet today another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed
again to honor that foundational com-
mitment. We have failed our sworn
oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000
more innocent American babies who
died today without the protection we
should have given them. And it seems
too sad to me, Madam Speaker, that
this Sunset Memorial may be the only
acknowledgement or remembrance
these children who died today will ever
have in this Chamber.

So as a small gesture, I would ask
those in the Chamber who are inclined
to join me for a moment of silent me-
morial to these lost little Americans.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in
the hope that perhaps someone new
who heard this Sunset Memorial to-
night will finally embrace the truth
that abortion really does Kkill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways
that we can never express; and that
12,862 days spent killing nearly 50 mil-
lion unborn children in America is
enough; and that the America that re-
jected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is
still courageous and compassionate
enough to find a better way for moth-
ers and their unborn babies than abor-
tion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we
each remind ourselves that our own
days in this sunshine of life are also
numbered and that all too soon each
one of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress
is allowed to convene on yet another
day to come, may that be the day when
we finally hear the cries of innocent
unborn children. May that be the day
when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together
our human and our constitutional duty
to protect these, the least of our tiny,
little American brothers and sisters
from this murderous scourge upon our
Nation called abortion on demand.

It is April 10, 2008, 12,862 days since
Roe versus Wade first stained the foun-
dation of this Nation with the blood of
its own children, this in the land of the
free and the home of the brave.

——————

PEAK OIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, I believe that this is the 41st
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