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Tibet and to enter into a substantive dialogue
with His Holiness the Dalai Lama to find a ne-
gotiated solution that respects the distinctive
language, culture, religious identity, and funda-
mental freedom of all Tibetans, | would have
proudly voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 167, on the Grijalva
Amendment to H.R. 2016, The National Land-
scape Conservation System Act, | would have
voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 168, on the Bishop (UT)
(#3) Amendment number 3 to H.R. 2016, The
National Landscape Conservation System Act,
| would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall vote No. 169, on the Bishop (UT)
(#4) Amendment to H.R. 2016. The National
Landscape Conservation System Act. | would
have voted “nay.”

On rolicall vote No. 170, on the Bishop (UT)
(#5) Amendment to H.R. 2016, The National
Landscape Conservation System Act, | would
have voted “nay.”

On rollcall vote No. 171, on the Altmire/Car-
ney Amendment to H.R. 2016, The National
Landscape Conservation System Act, | would
have voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 172, on the Pearce
Amendment to H.R. 2016, The National Land-
scape Conservation System Act, | would have
voted “nay.”

———

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PRAI-
RIE CENTER HEALTH SYSTEMS,
INC.

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 14, 2008

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the 40th anniversary of
the Prairie Center Health Systems, Inc. (Prai-
rie Center) in Champaign-Urbana, lllinois. The
Prairie Center has provided affordable, effec-
tive drug and alcohol education and treatment
to the communities of lllinois since 1968.

The Prairie Center originated in 1968 with
three grassroots organizations: the Mustard
Seed Club, the Champaign County Council on
Alcoholism and the Gemini House. Today, the
Prairie Center is responsive to the needs of
Ford and Vermilion County as well the 7,000
annual residents in need of substance abuse
services.

The Prairie Center provides a variety of sub-
stance abuse services. These services include
school-based prevention education, commu-
nity education, early intervention counseling,
outpatient care, DUI services, adult inpatient
care and detoxification care. Regardless of the
service the Prairie Center follows their vision
to help people improve their lives.

Today the Prairie Center has expanded to
three locations and provides numerous out-
reach services throughout Central lllinois. On
behalf of the people who have benefited from
these services, | thank the Prairie Center for
their work and look forward to their next 40
years.

| hope all of you will join me in recognizing
the services provided by the Prairie Center
that restore the lives, families and commu-
nities of lllinois.
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THE ABUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN
BURMA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 14, 2008

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
the bloody crackdown on innocent, peaceful
protesters by Burma’s brutal regime last fall
shocked the world. Over 30 people were
killed, hundreds were injured, and as many as
1,000 people arrested during and after the
protests. It was startling even by the standards
by which we have come to judge this military
regime.

Last week the Congressional Human Rights
Caucus welcomed three courageous wit-
nesses to this travesty, U Kovida, U Gawsita,
and U Pannyasiri, Burmese Buddhist monks
who were beaten and abused by this regime,
but have become advocates for their people.
| would like to submit their testimonies for the
record.

After the initial outrage over the govern-
ment’s actions last fall, I'm afraid that many
people moved on, and the plight of the Bur-
mese people has passed again from public
consciousness. This is why it was so impor-
tant for us to hear these distinguished wit-
nesses, peaceful and courageous men who
stood up for their people in the face of this
violent suppression. By giving them an oppor-
tunity to describe what they went through—
and what their countrymen and women con-
tinue to go through—we can help refocus at-
tention on Burma.

In February, the regime announced that it
would hold a national referendum on a new
constitution in May 2008. They said that if the
constitution were approved, they would hold a
“multi-party election” in 2010. |, for one, how-
ever, have no faith in pronouncements from
these thugs that they are ready to end military
rule; the closed process of drafting the con-
stitution and the extensive ongoing military
role in the proposed system are obvious prob-
lems. And, of course, the exclusion of opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi—still locked up
under house arrest—is completely unaccept-
able.

Meanwhile, we search for ways to compel
this regime to respect human rights. We in
Congress have addressed the issue many
times since the 1988 massacres. | have
chaired multiple hearings on human rights
abuses in Burma and we have addressed the
situation through legislation aimed at the re-
gime. Just this fall, | was honored to co-spon-
sor legislation authored by that great friend of
Burma, Chairman Tom LANTOS. The Block
Burmese JADE act would level new restric-
tions on the military government.

But the emboldened dictators continue their
course of abuse—extra-judicial killings, torture,
rape, forced labor, and of course, tight control
over speech, the press and assembly.

They are supported by patrons in Beijing,
who are happily preparing for the Olympics as
they bankroll these thugs to the tune of $2 to
$3 billion in military aid since the early 1990s,
$200 million of economic aid annually, and bil-
lions of dollars in investment and trade.

Congress has discussed the role of the Chi-
nese in Darfur, and recently Madam Speaker,
| co-sponsored your timely resolution calling
upon the Chinese to end their violent crack-
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down in Tibet. However, we cannot forget the

Chinese role in supporting repression in
Burma.
When the world watches the Olympic

games from China, | hope at least some of the
viewers think of the Burmese political pris-
oners—perhaps 1,800 of them—suffering in
the prisons that the Chinese support. They are
enduring what one former prisoner has called
the closest thing to hell on earth that he could
imagine.

TESTIMONY OF U KOVIDA BEFORE THE CON-
GRESSIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CAUCUS, APRIL
10, 2008
Honorable Congressmen,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

I would like, first of all, to offer my sincere
THANKS to all of you who have given me a
chance to share what I have experienced and
those who are here to listen and pay atten-
tion to what I have to say. Secondly, I would
like to thank the President of the United
States and the American people for giving
me this opportunity to explain the predica-
ment and dire situation the people are facing
in Burma on behalf of our leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and the oppressed Burmese.

I am, as you all know, one of the partici-
pants during the so-called ‘‘Saffron-Revolu-
tion” in September 2007. Burma is infamous
for its violation of Basic Human Rights, dis-
respect to the freedom of religion, one of the
least developed and poorest countries in the
world with the lowest living standard where
the civil war has been going on for the past
50 years.

These are the reasons why we, people of
Burma, have wanted a change in the govern-
ment system. We have wanted to have a
higher live standard, and live in a better and
developed country. The people in Burma
have struggled and fought for change since
1962. We have struggled and fought to
achieve such change throughout the history
and the demonstrations and protests in 1962,
1974, 1988, 1996, 2003, and 2007 are significant.
But all of our voices, pleas and struggles
were answered by the brutality of the mili-
tary government which used weapons, brutal
suppressions, torture, and imprisonments.

The international community witnessed
the brutal suppression of monks who dem-
onstrated peacefully in September 2007. But
there have been many incidents of oppres-
sions, violation and torture that have been
going on inside Burma without anyone
knowing for many decades.

What I would like to point out here in the
harmless and helpless Burmese have very
high hope and are depending on the assist-
ance and intervention from the United Na-
tions and the international community in
the past 20 years. Sadly and unfortunately,
there hasn’t been any positive effect on the
people of Burma. There were so many deci-
sions by the United Nations. There were
many U.N. representatives who have visited
Burma, but the future looks bleak. We were
greatly discouraged by the fact that the Se-
curity Council merely suggested the mili-
tary which was killing its own people and
monks, to engage in talks. What I am saying
to you now is exactly what the people of
Burma would like to speak out.

Ladies and gentlemen, the people of Burma
are not only suffering from extreme poverty,
hardship, substandard in health care, edu-
cation and social services but also facing op-
pression by the military government on a
daily basis. When monks in Burma under-
stood, realized, and felt the hardship the peo-
ple had to go through, we decided to protest
peacefully on behalf of the people. And ev-
eryone knows how we were dealt with. We
appreciate that you are trying to oppose the
constitution drafted by the military and its

staff members,
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