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the world are higher than they ever
have been, all because the United
States has seen this vision that eth-
anol is going to save us all.

Several years ago, those who talked
about ethanol that weren’t for the con-
cept of ethanol said ethanol is not
going to be profitable unless gasoline
gets to $4 a gallon. Four years ago, peo-
ple in this House said, oh, that’s never
going to happen. The problem with eth-
anol is it takes a gallon and a third of
fuel, diesel, to produce a gallon of eth-
anol. And only when gasoline gets to be
$4 a gallon will ethanol be profitable
for this country.

In fact, it’s driving up pollution.
Science Magazine has stated, ‘‘After
taking into account worldwide land-use
changes, corn-based ethanol will in-
crease greenhouse gases 93 percent
compared to gasoline over a 30-year pe-
riod.”

In other words, the House was trying
to be environmentally correct. We
want to make sure we don’t have pollu-
tion. Nobody wants pollution. Nobody
wants greenhouse gases; but unproven,
subsidized ethanol is going to raise
worldwide greenhouse gases all because
we’re tilling up our farmland.

I have here a map of the United
States. Now we’re also finding out
where the Mississippi River dumps into
the Gulf of Mexico, there is a dead
zone, and there is a dead zone there for
various reasons. But because we’re
plowing up all in the Midwest this
farmland and making corn, which
takes a lot of fertilizer, that fertilizer
is going down the Mississippi River,
and the dead zone at the mouth of the
Mississippi River is getting bigger.
“Dead zone’” means exactly what it
says: Nothing grows there and fish
don’t live there, all because of this con-
cept of ethanol.

So what are we doing about it? Well,
first thing Congress did, we’re going to
punish those 0il companies, those
American oil companies, and we are
going to tax them, raise the taxes on
these 0il companies, and that’s what
Congress did. Now it’s a simple eco-
nomic fact. You tax something, you get
less of it. What does that mean? That
means if you tax something, you’re
going to get less production. You're
going to get less production of crude
oil.

Now, we don’t drill off our own
shores. We’re the only Nation in the
world that doesn’t take care of our-
selves with the natural resources that
we have been given. The only place we
drill offshore, Mr. Speaker, is right
here in this blue zone off the State of
Texas where I'm from, off the State of
Louisiana and parts of Mississippi and
Alabama. But you see in all of these
areas that are red on this map, there is
crude oil out there in the ocean, but we
don’t drill out there even though crude
oil is there.

In fact, we’re going to see some new
platforms out in the Gulf of Mexico,
but they’re not from America. Right
here off the coast of Florida, right
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there at the tip, there is an oil site, but
we’re not drilling there because we
don’t drill offshore. So the next oil rig
you will see out in the Gulf of Mexico
will be built by the Cubans and the
Chinese. They’re drilling in areas that
we ought to be drilling in because it
has been said in this House we can’t
drill offshore safely. That is wrong.

I live in the area that was hit by
Katrina and Hurricane Rita, and when
those two hurricanes came through
that area, 700 offshore rigs were dam-
aged or destroyed. But yet, we didn’t
hear one word about crude oil seepage
from the Gulf of Mexico because it did
not happen.

We have the greatest technology in
the world for drilling, and we can drill
safely, we’ve proven that. We’ve drilled
safely, and we will continue to drill
safely.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ENVIROMENTAL GROUPS ARE
DRIVING UP THE PRICE OF GAS-
OLINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, oil prices
have reached $112, $113 a barrel, an all-
time high. Gas prices have reached an
average of $3.50 a gallon and in some
places even higher, and the only people
who seem to be happy about this are
Sierra Club and some of these other en-
vironmental groups. I have noticed
that almost all of these environmental
radicals or environmental extremists
seem to come from very wealthy or
very upper-income families. They are
elitist types, and perhaps they’re not
concerned when their policies destroy
jobs and drive up prices because who
they’re really hurting are the poor and
the lower income and the working peo-
ple in this country.

As the previous speaker, Mr. POE,
pointed out, now some of these envi-
ronmental groups, their policies are
causing food prices to go up worldwide
and, in many countries, leading to
starvation. But once again, the envi-
ronmentalists are hurting the poor and
the lower-income and the working peo-
ple. So perhaps they don’t care.

About a year and a half ago in one of
my newsletters I wrote this: I said,
many experts are still predicting that
the price of oil, and thus the price of
gas, is going to go way back up. Envi-
ronmental groups think this is good be-
cause it will force people to drive less.
However, many people already have
difficulty paying their gas bills, espe-
cially people from small towns in rural
areas where many people have to drive
long distances to go to work.

And I might add, Mr. Speaker, that
when you drive these gas prices up, as
some of these environmental groups
want, to $4, or $5, or $6 a gallon so peo-
ple will drive less, you’ll put the final
nails in the coffins of some of the small
towns in rural areas. The environ-
mental groups loudly complain about
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urban sprawl, but yet their policies are
leading to more urban sprawl as they
continue to drive up these gas prices.

Syndicated columnist Walter Wil-
liams wrote recently, “If I were an
OPEC big cheese, I would easily con-
clude I could restrict output and
charge higher prices were U.S. oil drill-
ing restricted. I would see environ-
mental groups as allies and make
‘charitable’ contributions to help them
reduce U.S. output,” and that’s some-
thing I thought for quite some time
that these OPEC and countries and for-
eign energy producers I'm sure are con-
tributing big money to these environ-
mental groups, and they’re receiving
huge multi-million dollar contribu-
tions that they were refusing to dis-
close the source of.

Leonardo Mangeri, of the Italian en-
ergy company ENI, said, there are
proven oil reserves now, economically
and technologically recoverable, of 1.1
trillion barrels, or 38 years of world
usage. In addition, he says there are
another 2 trillion barrels of recoverable
reserves that will be obtainable as
technology improves over the next few
years.

Also, the International Energy Ad-
ministration, Mr. Speaker, estimates
that at current prices, it will be eco-
nomic to recover at least another 2
trillion barrels of petroleum from tar
sands and oil shale.

Just a couple of months ago, I wrote
in another newsletter this: Gas prices
are far too high and probably will go
even higher. They could be much lower,
but very powerful environmental
groups want them to go higher so peo-
ple will drive less. Thus, we have put 85
percent or 611 million acres of the
outer continental shelf off limits to oil
production. We will not allow drilling
in 99.9 percent of Alaska where o0il
could be found, and have prohibited or
restricted production in other parts of
the U.S.

We’ve also placed so many rules, reg-
ulations and red tape on all types of
domestic energy production that small-
and medium-sized businesses cannot
compete or even enter these industries
in the first place. All of these produc-
tions can be done in environmentally
safe ways. Some of these environ-
mental groups help the big business gi-
ants and foreign energy producers tre-
mendously, but they are really hurting
lower- and middle-income people.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until noon.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. BALDWIN) at noon.
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