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some of the injuries that can come
with the job.

While my experiences are specific to
local law enforcement, Department of
Justice statistics show that over the
last 7 years, an average of 150 Federal
law enforcement officers each year sus-
tained physical injuries while dealing
with combative subjects as a direct re-
sult of their duties.

Unlike military personnel who are
awarded a Purple Heart when wounded
or killed during armed service, and in
many States and local police who re-
ceive commendations and medals for
sustaining physical injuries, most Fed-
eral law enforcement officers do not re-
ceive any official recognition for simi-
lar sacrifices. In fact, while more than
70 Federal agencies employ Federal law
enforcement, only two such agencies,
the DEA and the ATF, have an award
mechanism to recognize those officers
who were injured in the line of duty.
This is an oversight that we can cor-
rect today.

The bill before us would make great
progress in honoring the law enforce-
ment officers who help keep us safe. It
would establish a Congressional Badge
of Bravery that would be awarded to
officers injured in the line of duty
while conducting an act of bravery. It
would also provide Members of Con-
gress the opportunity to present the
Congressional Badge of Bravery to the
injured officers who are truly home-
town heroes in all of our districts.

It should also be noted that the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Officers Associa-
tion, which represents more than 26,000
members, supports this legislation.

Again, I'd like to thank Chairman
CONYERS and his staff for their support
and hard work and the assistance on
this bill.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I
would just urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation. It has
bipartisan support.

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of H.R. 4056, establishing a Federal
Law Enforcement Officers Congressional
Badge of Bravery. This resolution will ensure
that due public honor and recognition is given
to those Federal law enforcement officers who
are wounded in the line of duty while pro-
tecting our Nation and communities.

Federal law enforcement officers are em-
ployed by a multitude of agencies, yet only
two of those agencies have distinct awards
mechanisms to recognize officers wounded in
the line of duty. Adopting this resolution will
allow the Attorney General and Members of
Congress the opportunity to honor Federal law
enforcement officers from their districts and
commend their actions, which resulted in
being wounded, with a Badge. This honor will
bolster recognition for those Federal officers,
as well as raising awareness and pride of their
work in the communities they serve and pro-
tect.

Madam Speaker, | commend Congressman
ELLSWORTH on his leadership in bringing this
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legislation to the floor. | urge my colleagues
today to vote for this important resolution that
will give due honor and respect to those Fed-
eral law enforcement officers wounded in the
line of duty by recognizing them with a Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4056, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING THE MISSION AND
GOALS OF NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution (H.
Res. 1053) supporting the mission and
goals of National Crime Victims’
Rights week in order to increase public
awareness of the rights, needs, and con-
cerns of victims and survivors of crime
in the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 10563

Whereas 23,000,000 Americans are victims
of crime each year, and of those, 5,200,000 are
victims of violent crime;

Whereas a just society acknowledges
crime’s impact on individuals, families, and
communities by ensuring that rights, re-
sources, and services are available to help re-
build lives;

Whereas victims’ rights are a critical com-
ponent of the promise of ‘‘justice for all,”
the foundation for our system of justice in
America;

Whereas although our Nation has steadily
expanded rights, protections, and services for
victims of crime, too many victims are still
not able to realize the hope and promise of
these gains;

Whereas we must do better to ensure serv-
ices are available for underserved segments
of our population, including crime victims
with disabilities, victims with mental ill-
ness, victims who are teenagers, victims who
are elderly, victims in rural areas, and vic-
tims in communities of color;

Whereas observing victims’® rights and
treating victims with dignity and respect
serves the public interest by engaging vic-
tims in the justice system, inspiring respect
for public authorities, and promoting con-
fidence in public safety;

Whereas America recognizes that we make
our homes, neighborhoods, and communities
safer and stronger by serving victims of
crime and ensuring justice for all;

Whereas our Nation must strive to protect,
expand, and observe crime victims’ rights so
that there truly is justice for victims and
justice for all; and

Whereas National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week, April 13, 2008 through April 19, 2008,
provides an opportunity for us to strive to
reach the goal of justice for all by ensuring
that all victims are afforded their legal
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rights and provided with assistance as they
face the financial, physical, and psycho-
logical impact of crime: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of
Representatives—

(1) supports the mission and goals of the
2008 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week in
order to increase public awareness of the im-
pact of crime on victims and survivors of
crime, and of the rights and needs of such
victims and survivors; and

(2) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Office for Victims of
Crime in the Department of Justice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, the National Center
for Victims of Crime reports that ap-
proximately 23 million Americans are
victimized by crime each year. Of
these, more than 5 million are victims
of violent crime.

Victims of crime can suffer from a
broad range of adverse effects, ranging
from the physical to the psychological.
Some experience financial distress re-
sulting from a disruption in employ-
ment.

Unfortunately, some of the most vul-
nerable of our society are also among
those who are most commonly the vic-
tims of crime. People of color suffer
disproportionately from violent crime.
The poor and uneducated are often the
target of financial schemes. And, sadly,
children are victimized more than any
other group.

A just society demands that we al-
ways bear in mind the suffering that
crime victims endure and work to re-
duce the incidence of the crime that
causes that suffering.

This bill will increase public aware-
ness about the effects of crime on its
victims and their families as well as
our communities.

As part of today’s debate, I would
also like to point out that the Office
for Victims of Crime offers a full array
of assistance help for crime victims. By
supporting this office and its programs
on an ongoing basis we can help ensure
that victims are afforded their legal
rights and the necessary assistance to
overcome the effects of being victim-
ized by crime.

I encourage my colleagues to support
H. Res. 1053.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this important resolution and
the 28th annual observance of National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week. This
year’s theme, ‘‘Justice for Victims,
Justice for All” is appropriate. Too
often, victims of crime are made to be
victims a second time, first as a result
of the crime, but second as a result of
our criminal justice system, the very
system designed to protect them.

In 2004, 20 years after Congress en-
acted the Victims of Crime Act, Con-
gress enacted the Justice for All Act.
This was a significant victory for crime
victims, as it extended a number of en-
forceable rights to crime victims, in-
cluding the right to be reasonably
heard at any public proceeding involv-
ing release, plea or sentencing, the
right to file a motion to reopen a plea,
or sentence in certain circumstances,
and, most importantly, the right to be
treated with dignity, fairness and re-
spect.

Despite enactment, enforcement of
these rights is just one of a number of
important changes that needs to occur
to ensure that our Nation’s criminal
justice system is just for both offenders
and the victims of those crimes.

In a hearing held by the Crime Sub-
committee 3 weeks ago, testimony was
presented revealing that crime victims
continue to bear the brunt of crimes.
According to the Department of Jus-
tice, crime costs victims and their fam-
ilies more than $105 billion in lost earn-
ings, public victim assistance and med-
ical expenses.

For example, despite a victim’s right
to full and timely restitution, it re-
mains one of the most underenforced
victims’ rights within our justice sys-
tem. In fact, more than $50 billion in
criminal debt, including restitution
and fines, were uncollected in 2007. And
the amount of outstanding criminal
debt is only expected to increase, bal-
looning from $269 million to almost $13
billion. And in my own State of Ohio,
more than $1.2 billion in criminal debt
remained uncollected at the end of fis-
cal year 2007.

While I appreciate the majority’s ef-
fort to recognize National Crime Vic-
timgs’ Rights Week, I believe that more
than just lip service can be done to
help victims. Many of us have intro-
duced good legislation, such as H.R.
845, the Criminal Restitution Improve-
ment Act of 2007, or H.R. 4110, restitu-
tion legislation introduced by Rep-
resentative SHEA-PORTER that will do
more to assist victims.

If we all agree that crime victims
bear the brunt of crimes, then why not
pass a bill such as H.R. 845, that makes
restitution mandatory and strengthens
collection efforts?

Enforcement of these rights is the
type of legislation that crime victims
and their families need and deserve to
help rebuild their lives, not just the
recognition that they exist on paper.
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I appreciate the work that my col-
leagues, Mr. CosTA and Mr. POE, have
done on the Victims’ Rights Caucus
and in introducing this resolution. Na-
tional Crime Victims Week serves
many purposes, including to remind us
what victims have suffered and the
need to include them in the criminal
justice system, to thank those individ-
uals and organizations who have self-
lessly dedicated themselves to assist-
ing victims, and to urge us all to re-
dedicate ourselves to advance the
cause of the victims of crime.

I urge my colleagues to support the
victims of crime and their families and
those that help them rebuild their lives
by supporting this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, it is an honor to rec-
ognize my colleague from California,
the author of this bill, Congressman
JIM CoSTA, for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from California for
yielding me the time.

I rise today to introduce House Reso-
lution 1053 with my colleague, Con-
gressman TED PoOE. This supports the
mission of the goals of National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, and that des-
ignated that this week, April 13 to
April 19, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week.

Congressman POE and I introduced
this resolution on behalf of Victim
Rights Caucus members who have
joined this effort over the recent years.

In 1980 President Reagan first called
for a national observance to recognize
and honor millions of victims of crime
in our country, their families and sur-
vivors. And with a bipartisan effort in
Congress, that took place.

National Crime Victims’® Rights
Week also pays tribute to thousands of
community-based systems for victims
service providers, who, in fact, provide
support to the criminal justice system
and allied professionals, who, in fact,
help those victims of crime every week
throughout the country.

This year’s theme for National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week is ‘‘Justice for
Victims, Justice for All.”” We, as a Na-
tion, must do more to ensure that all
victims of crime are afforded their
legal rights and provided with assist-
ance as they face financial, physical
and oftentimes psychological impacts
of crime.

When I first arrived in Washington
almost 4 years ago, there was a lack of
an advocacy group of behalf of victims’
rights and issues. Congressman TED
POE and I decided, as new Members,
that we would put together a Victim
Rights Caucus. We’re very proud of the
effects of this caucus in the first 4
years of its origin.

The goals of our caucus are simple:
One, to represent crime victims in the
United States in a bipartisan effort by
supporting legislation that reflects
their interests and their needs.

Two, to provide ongoing forum for
proactive discussion between Congress
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and national victims assistance organi-
zations to enhance mutual education,
legislative advocacy and initiatives
which promote justice for all, includ-
ing, most importantly, the victims of
crime.

Three, to seek opportunities for edu-
cation to public education initiatives
to help those in the United States to
understand the impact on crime on vic-
tims and to encourage their involve-
ment in crime prevention, victim as-
sistance and community safety.

And, fourth, to protect the restitu-
tion fund that was initiated in the
early 1980s. Those restitution funds go
to the benefits of victims of crimes.
Unfortunately, this administration has
tried to redirect those restitution
funds, which are not taxpayers dollars,
but, in fact, criminal dollars, to the
general fund. This Congress and the
previous Congress prevented that from
occurring.

Our caucus has been very successful.
We have authored legislation, and I
want to thank Congressman TED POE
for cochairing the caucus with me, and
for all of the Members of the House of
Representatives who belong to this
caucus.

Crime victims are our sons, our
daughters, our brothers and our sisters,
or neighbors and our friends. And they
are struggling to survive in the after-
math of crime. They deserve our sup-
port.

0 1245

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE),
who before joining us here in Congress
was a very distinguished judge who was
recognized for his leadership in work-
ing to promote the interests of victims
of crime.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman from Ohio yield-
ing.

Madam Speaker, victims of crime are
real people. They are our friends, our
relatives and our neighbors, and unfor-
tunately, because of our culture, they
have been for many years overlooked
in the criminal justice system. Well, I
think those days are over because they
are as important as defendants, be-
cause the same Constitution that pro-
tects the rights of defendants in the
courtroom, that same Constitution
protects the rights of victims of crime.

Since 1981, this country celebrates
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
in April. Local communities hold ral-
lies and candlelight vigils and a num-
ber of other activities to honor the mil-
lions of crime victims and survivors in
the United States and also to recognize
those many individuals that work with
crime victims.

This week is National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, and this year’s theme is
“Justice for Victims, Justice for All.”
It is a very appropriate theme because
we cannot achieve justice for all until
there is some justice, total justice, for
victims of crime.
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The victims’ right movement has
come a long way. The days when a vic-
tim was just a mere witness in the
courthouse are not far gone.

While we are always sure to safe-
guard the rights of defendants, our jus-
tice system must also safeguard the
rights of victims of crime.

The victims’ rights movement dates
all the way back to 19656 when the first
crime victim compensation program
was started in the State of California.
Five States enacted similar legislation
by 1970, and then we saw that organiza-
tion, what we call the MADD mothers,
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, come
into being to advocate on behalf of vic-
tims of crime who had been hurt by
those people who drink and drive.

In 1975, activists across the country
united and formed the National Organi-
zation for Victim Assistance to expand
victim services and promote the rights
of victims.

In 1978, three more important organi-
zations started: the National Coalition
Against Sexual Assault, the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence,
and a group of somber individuals
called Parents of Murdered Children,
all of them advocating on behalf of
crime victims.

President Reagan in 1981 proclaimed
the first National Victims’® Rights
Week in April, and that was also the
year that 6-year-old Adam Walsh was
abducted from a department store and
later murdered, prompting a national
campaign to educate the public on
missing children and to pass better leg-
islation—Federal legislation, to pro-
tect our greatest natural resource, the
young that live among us.

In 1982, the Federal Government cre-
ated the Office for Victims of Crime, or
OVC, within the Department of Jus-
tice, a tremendous organization that
sees after the victims of crime in our
country.

Then, in 1984, the Congress passed the
Victims of Crime Act, what we call
VOCA, one of the most novel concepts
that Congress has ever adopted. What
it does is require that people convicted
in Federal courts, those defendants,
once they are convicted, they pay mon-
eys into a fund, and that fund is used
to help crime victims throughout the
United States. It is a tremendous idea,
making defendants pay for the system
they have created, pay the rent on a
courthouse as I like to call it. And
today, Madam Speaker, that fund is
over $1.7 billion, contributed not by
taxpayers but by offenders, that goes
for the specific purpose of helping vic-
tims, helping victims’ organizations
like rape centers, domestic violence
shelters, and victim advocates that
help victims throughout the turmoil of
being a crime victim.

In 2005, my first year in Congress, I
was honored to form the Victims’
Rights Caucus with the gentleman
from California (Mr. COSTA), who was a
long-time victims’® advocate in the
State of California before he ever came
to Congress. And this bipartisan, but
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yvet nonpartisan, caucus now has 44
members, and we do everything we can
to raise the awareness of crime victims
here in the Federal Government.

In 2006, 25 years after Adam Walsh’s
murder that I just mentioned earlier,
President Bush signed the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act, which
requires sex offenders and child molest-
ers, once they leave the Federal peni-
tentiary or State penitentiaries, to
register on the national database so
that we keep up with those people who
wish to prey on our communities.

Madam Speaker, crime victims don’t
have a lobbyist up here in Washington.
They don’t have some high-dollar lob-
byist to work for them and advocate on
their behalf. But we are their lobbyists.
We advocate on behalf of all crime vic-
tims because that’s what we do here in
Congress, to take and protect the best
that we have among us, and that’s
crime victims.

I urge community leaders and organi-
zations to celebrate how far the vic-
tims’ rights movement has come but
also to continue to recognize the im-
portance of crime victims that live
among us because, Madam Speaker,
justice is the one thing we should al-
ways find, and hopefully crime victims
can find justice at the courthouse in
our day and time.

And that’s just the way it is.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I wonder if the gen-
tleman from Ohio has additional
speakers.

Mr. CHABOT. We have no additional
speakers, and we would be happy to
yield back our time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. It’s
bipartisan. It’s important.

I just recalled, as I was listening to
both Mr. PoE and Mr. COoSTA taking the
lead and I thank them both for that,
my more than 10 years on the Victim
Witness Assistance Board, when I was
in local government, and the tremen-
dous need there is for people who have
been victims and then who are also
witnesses to receive the assistance
from society that they need so much.

So I appreciate the efforts of both
gentlemen and our colleagues who are
in this caucus and urge support.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1053.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FAIR HOUSING
ACT

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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the resolution (H. Res. 1095) recog-
nizing and honoring the 40th anniver-
sary of congressional passage of title
VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (the
Fair Housing Act) and the 20th anni-
versary of the Fair Housing Amend-
ments Act of 1988.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1095

Whereas April 11, 2008, marks the 40th an-
niversary of congressional passage of the
Fair Housing Act;

Whereas September 13, 2008, marks the 20th
anniversary of congressional passage of the
Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988;

Whereas the Chicago Freedom Movement,
led by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther
King, Jr., expanded the fight for civil rights
from the South to the North, raised the na-
tional consciousness about housing discrimi-
nation, and shaped the debate that led to the
landmark fair housing legislation, the Fair
Housing Act;

Whereas the National Advisory Commis-
sion on Civil Disorders, appointed by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson and commonly
known as the Kerner Commission, found in
1968 that ‘‘[o]Jur nation is moving toward two
societies, one black and one white—separate
and unequal’’;

Whereas Congress passed the Fair Housing
Act as part of the Civil Rights Act of 1968,
and President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the
Act into law on April 11, 1968, one week after
the assassination of the Reverend Doctor
Martin Luther King, Jr.;

Whereas the Fair Housing Act prohibits
discrimination in housing and housing-re-
lated transactions on the basis of race, color,
national origin, and religion;

Whereas in section 808 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, Con-
gress amended the Fair Housing Act to in-
clude protection on the basis of sex;

Whereas the Fair Housing Amendments
Act of 1988, passed by overwhelming margins
in Congress, included protection on the basis
of familial status and disability, created an
important enforcement mechanism, and ex-
panded the definition of ‘‘discriminatory
housing practices” to include interference
and intimidation, requiring the Department
of Housing and Urban Development to issue
regulations to implement and interpret the
Fair Housing Act and report annually to
Congress on the nature and extent of housing
discrimination;

Whereas the intent of Congress in passing
the Fair Housing Act was broad and inclu-
sive, to advance equal opportunity in hous-
ing and achieve racial integration for the
benefit of all people in the United States;

Whereas housing integration affects edu-
cational attainment, employment opportuni-
ties, access to health care, and home equity;

Whereas the majority of Americans sup-
port neighborhood integration, and numer-
ous studies have shown the universal bene-
fits of residential integration;

Whereas more than 4,000,000 violations of
fair housing laws still occur each year
against people of all protected classes, and
testing of the enforcement of fair housing
laws continues to uncover a high rate of dis-
crimination in the rental, sales, mortgage
lending, and insurance markets;

Whereas less than 1 percent of violations of
fair housing laws are reported each year;

Whereas fair housing centers funded by
Fair Housing Initiatives Program (FHIP) are
the frontline in the effort to resolve housing
discrimination;
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