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been proactive in providing information and re-
sources to us in combating global terrorism. In
addition, Taiwan has been cooperative in re-
ducing its trade surplus with us and promoting
U.S. goods and services in its domestic mar-
ket. In return, we must assure Taiwan that we
will remain faithful to the letter and spirit of the
Taiwan Relations Act.

Madam Speaker, Taiwan has come a long
way from its authoritarian past and is today a
beacon of democracy and freedom in the Far
East. | wish to congratulate President-elect Ma
and the Taiwanese people for their latest dem-
onstration of democracy. A true democracy
like Taiwan deserves friendship and support.

———

MORE COHERENT PLAN NEEDED
FOR IRAQ WAR

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
as a committee member | had the opportunity
last week to hear first-hand the testimony of
General David Petraeus and Ambassador
Ryan Crocker when they appeared before the
Armed Services Committee to update us on
the status of America’s military and diplomatic
involvement in Iraq.

There have been many comments on that
testimony, but one of the best | have seen
was a recent editorial in the Colorado Springs
Gazette.

As the editorial noted, “One of the more
striking aspects of our unfortunate occupation
of Iraq is an everchanging description of who
‘the enemy’ is. At first it was the Saddam Hus-
sein regime, and once that toppled it was cov-
ert regime loyalists. After a long period of de-
nying that an insurgency had developed, in-
surgents became the enemy. Then it became
al-Qaida in Iraq, although foreign and al-Qaida
forces never made up more than about 10
percent of those fighting the U.S. occupation.
Now it is ‘special teams,’ presumably sup-
ported by Iran.”

In addition, the editorial commented on the
speech to the Nation in which President Bush
announced that although tours of duty would
be reduced to 12 months, for the foreseeable
future the number of troops deployed in Iraq
would remain at the same level as before the
“surge” and on the president’s description of
the desired outcome in Irag.

The editorial’s response was “The president
spoke in broad generalities of ‘a free Iraq that
can protect its people, support itself economi-
cally, and take charge of its own political af-
fairs.” Beyond holding on and hoping, how-
ever, there was no sense of how to get there
from here.”

Madam Speaker, | think that sums it up very
well. And, as one who opposed the Bush Ad-
ministration’s rush to war in Iraq, | also must
concur with the editorial’s statement that “The
length, cost and indecisiveness of this war
should make Americans more skeptical the
next time a political leader suggests war,
against a country halfway around the world,
without a clear objective.”

For the benefit of our colleagues, here is the
full text of the Gazette’s editorial.
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[From the Gazette, Apr. 13, 2008]

IRAQ: NO MORE HOLD AND PRAY
President Bush’s speech Thursday, com-
bined with the congressional appearances
this week by Gen. David Petraeus and U.S.
Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker, suggest
strongly that the U.S. strategy in Iraq until

the end of this year is ‘“‘hold on and pray.”’
Even the welcome news that Army combat

tours will be reduced from 15 months to 12
months, no doubt welcome news to the top
military chiefs who have expressed concerns
publicly and privately about the military
being ‘‘hollowed out’ by the endless combat
in Iraq and Afghanistan, has a whiff of
unseriousness about the mission to it. Grant-
ed, as outgoing Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Richard Cody told the House Armed Services
Committee on Tuesday, the Army is ‘‘out of
balance’ because of the war. But if the presi-
dent had a coherent strategy for turning the
corner in Iraq, he might well have been will-
ing to tolerate that for a while.

The president spoke in broad generalities
of “‘a free Iraq that can protect its people,
support itself economically, and take charge
of its own political affairs.” Beyond holding
on and hoping, however, there was no sense

of how to get there from here.

One of the more striking aspects of our un-
fortunate occupation of Iraq is an ever-
changing description of who ‘‘the enemy”’ is.
At first it was the Saddam Hussein regime,
and once that toppled it was covert regime
loyalists. After a long period of denying that
an insurgency had developed, insurgents be-
came the enemy. Then it became al-Qaida in
Iraq, although foreign and al-Qaida forces
never made up more than about 10 percent of
those fighting the U.S. occupation. Now it is
‘‘special teams,” presumably supported by
Iran.

It’s clear now: The longer we remain in
Iraq the more enemies we make. Imagine if
the Chinese army were occupying California.
Opposition to that occupation would come
from new quarters every week.

Perhaps the most encouraging develop-
ment from this week’s hearings is the grow-
ing number of Republican lawmakers begin-
ning to question administration policy. ‘“The
people of the United States have paid an
awful price,” said Rep. DANA ROHRABACHER,
R-Calif., noting that the Iraqi government
had budget surpluses. “It’s time for the
Iraqis to pay that price for their own protec-
tion.”

Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine,
Reps. Tom Tancredo of Colorado, John
McHugh of New York, Randy Forbes of Vir-
ginia, Jeff Flake of Arizona, Steve Chabot of
Ohio and even Dan Burton of Indiana all ex-
pressed impatience with the pace at which
the Iraqi government is assuming responsi-
bility.

Republicans may simply be distancing
themselves from an unpopular president as
they face reelection bids in November. What-
ever the reasons, it is encouraging to see
them express the skepticism most Ameri-
cans feel.

The length, cost and indecisiveness of this
war should make Americans more skeptical
the next time a political leader suggests war,
against a country halfway around the world,
without a clear objective.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DANIEL
WITKOWSKI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Daniel Witkowski, of Gar-
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field Heights, Ohio, for 51 years of dedication
and hard work for the Department of Public
Utilities in Cleveland.

Mr. Witkowski began working at the age of
nineteen in June of 1956 as a water service-
man aid. Mr. Witkowski diligently worked his
way through the company rank. During his
time at the Department of Public Utilities, he
played an instrumental part in completing the
Futuristic Trunk Main Study. This study meas-
ured flow rates and crating maps for the divi-
sion trunk main system which is still in use
today. In 2003, he was promoted to assistant
superintendent of distribution in the engineer-
ing section. He was recently honored by
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson as one of 70
employees that has worked at least 25 years
in the department.

Mr. Witkowski, now 70 years old, oversees
seven crews and remains active by doing daily
operations for the division. For over 40 years,
his knowledge and expertise has been vital to
the services of the Department of Public Utili-
ties.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing Daniel Witkowski for 51
years of public service to the city of Cleveland.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE REXAM
PRESCRIPTION MANUFACTURING
FACILITY

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Rexam Prescription celebrates
the 40th anniversary with great joy; and

Whereas, Rexam Prescription has grown
from a small manufacturing facility in 1968
through hard work and dedication; and

Whereas, the Rexam Prescription has be-
come a world class facility as a testament to
the committed Ohioians who work there; be it

Resolved, That along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Rexam Prescrip-
tion on its 40th Anniversary. With great appre-
ciation and respect, we recognize the tremen-
dous impact this facility has had in the com-
munity and in the lives of those people you
have touched.

WELCOMING THE POPE’'S VISIT
AND HOPING IT WILL FURTHER
THE PROGRESSIVE AGENDA

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to warmly and reverently welcome Pope Jo-
seph Alois Ratzinger to the United States—
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