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The son of Mexican parents, he made his way
to the big screen at a time when very few
Latino actors were cast in leading roles, thus
breaking the mold and setting the stage for fu-
ture Latino actors to come. In his roles in mov-
ies such as “Zoot Suit,” “The Ballad of
Gregorio Cortez,” and “Mi Familia,” Mr. Olmos
portrayed the daily realities of the Latino expe-
rience in the United States.

Mr. Olmos transcended cultural barriers,
and inspired a generation of teachers and stu-
dents to overcome adversities and achieve
academic success through his portrayal of
math teacher Jaime Escalante in “Stand and
Deliver.” Mr. Olmos’ work has won critical ac-
claim and garnered him prestigious awards
such as an LA Drama Circle Award, an
Emmy, two Golden Globe Awards, and an
Academy Award nomination.

Mr. Olmos is extremely active in the com-
munity and is a spokesperson for organiza-
tions such as the Southwest Voter Registra-
tion Project and the Juvenile Diabetes Foun-
dation. He is also a United States Goodwill
Ambassador for the United Nation’s Children’s
Fund, UNICEF. As the chairman of Latino
Public Broadcasting, Mr. Olmos continues to
advocate for diverse perspectives in public tel-
evision.

| applaud Edward James Olmos for his
achievements and the important contributions
he has made to the Latino community. Con-
gratulations on receiving the 2008 CINE Life-
time Achievement Award.

——————

OBSERVING THE 93RD ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in observance of the 93rd anniversary of the
Armenian genocide. On April 24, 1915, the
Ottoman government detained hundreds of
clergymen, professionals, intellectuals, and
other political and community leaders. This
marked the opening of a campaign of geno-
cide that over the next 2 years would lead to
the deaths of a million and a half Armenians.

It is important to both remember this event,
and to acknowledge it as genocide. Not only
does it allow us to pay proper respect to those
who lost their lives in Armenia at the hands of
the Ottoman Empire, but it also helps us to
comprehend the malevolent and inhumane
events that take place in our global community
today. Ethnic conflict and sectarian fighting re-
main an urgent issue for both the U.S. and the
international community to address. The his-
torical lessons and the exchange of ideas that
flow from an honest discussion about the
genocide that took place in Armenia can help
us take steps to prevent further atrocities from
occurring in our time.

It is my hope that today’s observation and
reflection on the genocide in Armenia is part
of a renewed effort of focusing our efforts to-
wards the goal of understanding and elimi-
nating the circumstances under which geno-
cide can exist.
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COMMERORATION OF APRIL 22, 2008
AS EQUAL PAY DAY

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speakear, |
rise today to commemorate Equal Pay Day in
order to address the need for equal pay for
hardworking women across America. Accord-
ing to the United States Census Bureau,
women are paid on average about 77 cents
for every dollar earned by a man. For women
of color, the gap is even wider. It is not ac-
ceptable that these wage gaps remain despite
the passage of the Equal Pay Act more than
40 years ago in addition to a variety of related
legislation prohibiting employment discrimina-
tion.

Equal Pay Day marks the time of the year
in which the average median income paid to
American women equals the earnings of
males from the previous year. On this day var-
ious groups and organizations hold events
across the Nation in order to highlight the det-
rimental effects of continuing inequity that are
felt in the form of gender segregation in the
work force, the undervaluation of the types of
jobs held predominately by women, and gen-
der discrimination built into the pay system.

In the State of Ohio, the median annual
earnings of men with a college degree or
more education is $65,000. In contrast, the
median annual earnings of women with a col-
lege degree or more is $47,000, nearly
$20,000 less per year. This statistic in my
home state of Ohio is alarming. It is even
more disturbing to know that this is a trend
that exists nationwide that is not just affecting
women, but also their families and children
who rely upon their wages for basic everyday
needs such as health care or groceries. | am
proud to say that | supported the passage of
H.R. 2831, the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and
that | am a co-sponsor of H.R. 1338, the Pay-
check Fairness Act, two of the key bills in the
110th Congress that will help to close the pay
gap between men and women.

African-American women have a long his-
tory of working out of their homes and have
the highest labor force participation rate
among all women at 63.4 percent. However,
many African-American women are con-
centrated in low paying service jobs. African-
American women comprise 6 percent of the
entire country’s workforce, but make up 14
percent of workers earning between $15,000
and $30,000 per year and are less than 1 per-
cent of workers earning over $100,000 per
year. Not only do African-American women
earn less, the growth in their earnings has
lagged behind that of white women, 19 per-
cent and 29 percent respectively. At the upper
end of the earnings distribution, disparities in
the labor market impact approximately 1 per-
cent of African-American women in corporate
officer positions whose earnings are on aver-
age $229,000 compared to $250,000 for Cau-
casian women.

Over the last 60 years, the labor force par-
ticipation of women has more than doubled,
which means nearly one out every two work-
ers is a woman. Not only are more women
working, but more of these working women
are mothers as well. In 1963, when President
John F. Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Act
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into law, full-time working women were paid
59 cents to every dollar received by men.
Meanwhile, 45 years later in 2008, women are
still only paid 77 cents for every dollar re-
ceived by men. To state this more clearly, the
wage gap has only narrowed by less than half
of a penny per year.

According to the National Organization for
Women, “If women received the same wages
as men who work the same number of hours,
have the same education and union status,
are the same age, and live in the same region
of the country, then these women’s annual in-
come would rise by $4,000 and poverty rates
would be cut in half. Working families would
gain an astounding $200 billion in family in-
come annually.”

| applaud my colleagues for passing H.R.
2831, the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act last year.
| now urge my colleagues to support H.R.
1338, the Paycheck Fairness Act, which seeks
to eliminate the gender wage gap in our Na-
tion. These two bills are a beginning towards
an end to a societal ill that has hurt our coun-
try’s hardworking families for too long. | look
forward to continuing to work with the people
of the 11th Congressional district of Ohio and
across this country to address this long with-
standing inequity in our Country.

PROTECTING THE MEDICAID
SAFETY NET ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 5613, the Protecting the
Medicaid Safety Net Act of 2008. By passing
this bipartisan bill, we can help ensure that our
respective States can continue to provide
needed health care to citizens who are eligible
for Medicaid.

| have heard from a number of health care
providers, hospital administrators, public
health officials, and constituents in my district
in regards to seven Medicaid regulations
issued by the Department of Health and
Human Services. The message has been
clear: these regulations have the potential to
devastate the health care safety net in Colo-
rado, pulling an extraordinary amount of fund-
ing away from the State’s health care econ-
omy with the highest cost placed on the backs
of the most vulnerable.

Though | think that all seven regulations de-
serve a great deal more scrutiny and discus-
sion, there are two regulations in particular
that give me serious concern. The first, a reg-
ulation that would alter the definition of “pub-
licly-owned providers,” would put 34 hospital
providers in my State at risk of losing funding
budgeted for serving low-income and indigent
patients. The Colorado Department of Health
Care Policy and Financing estimates that the
State would lose $711 million over 5 years—
a loss that the Department says would put
“the financial stability of the entire safety-net
provider community in Colorado at risk.”

The second regulation with which | am con-
cerned would completely eliminate Medicaid
funding for the Graduate Medical Education
program, pulling an estimated $60 million from
Colorado’s teaching hospitals over 5 years.
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Our teaching hospitals, which play a critical
role in providing health care to underserved
communities, cannot withstand this sort of hit
to their budgets without severely curtailing im-
portant services.

Broadly speaking, | think that these seven
regulations ought to be much more carefully
scrutinized. Where some were intended to
change Medicaid policy without Congressional
authorization, others responded to Congres-
sional action by altering policy beyond what
Congress intended. A 1-year moratorium will
enable Congress to thoroughly examine these
regulations to ensure that States like mine are
not devastated by rules that, frankly speaking,
appear to undermine the very purpose for
which Medicaid was established. | am proud
to support this bill, and | look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to ensure that our
State Medicaid safety-nets remain strong and
viable.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 23, 2008
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | was ill and missed rolicall vote No.

205 through 207. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on all votes.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Israel and its people on the 60th anniversary
of its founding and offer my sincere hope that
the seventh decennial of its existence will
usher in a period of lasting peace between it
and its neighbors.

We all agree that Israel and the Israeli peo-
ple have accomplished much during its 60
years. As this resolution points out, Israel has
forged a politically diverse and dynamic soci-
ety with a thriving economy and vibrant cul-
tural and intellectual life. It has produced 8
Nobel Prize winners and has provided sanc-
tuary for millions of Jews throughout the world.

| have visited Israel on more than one occa-
sion and | was most impressed by its commit-
ment to many of the democratic principles we
cherish here in the United States. As the reso-
lution points out, there are many common
bonds between the United States and Israel.

So, Mr. Speaker, as a strong supporter of
the Israeli people and Israel's right to exist, |
agree we should take time to recognize Israel
on this momentous occasion. | also believe,
however, that we must take this opportunity to
encourage lIsrael and all the parties involved
to find a workable solution to the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza and to redouble efforts on the
path to peace.

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, | support
H. Con. Res. 322, which recognizes the 60th
anniversary of the founding of the modern
State of Israel.
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HONORING DR. MICHAEL E.
DEBAKEY

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Senate Majority Leader REID, Senate Repub-
lican Leader MCCONNELL, House Republican
Leader BOEHNER, Senator HUTCHISON, the
Honorable Dr. Michael Ellis DeBakey and Mrs.
DeBakey:

Please allow me to thank Senator
HUTCHISON for her leadership; Representatives
BURGESS and CULBERSON for helping to ac-
quire the 290 signatures needed to bring this
bill to the floor; Speaker PELOSI, Majority
Leader REID, and the leadership for consid-
ering the legislation expeditiously; the Presi-
dent for signing it; and | especially want to
thank God for the Honorable Dr. Michael E.
DeBakey.

On September 7th his life will measure 100
years. However, the most meaningful measure
of life is not how long one lives, but rather
what one does with the time God gives. Dr.
DeBakey, your living has made it possible for
others to have better lives.

You have promulgated over 1,600 publica-
tions and operated on over 60,000 patients.
You have either established or helped estab-
lish: the field of stroke surgery; the coronary
bypass; the mobile army surgical hospital; the
National Library of Medicine; the multiple
transplantation procedure; and health care
systems around the world

You epitomize the truest measure of life. As
Ruth Smeltzer proclaimed, “Some measure
their lives by days and years, others by heart
throbs, passion and tears; But the surest
measure under the sun, is what in your life-
time for others you have done.”

You have proven that one person can not
only impact the world but that one person can
change the world for the good of all. If we did
not have a Congressional Gold Medal, we
would have to create one just for you.

—

THANKING DALTON YANCEY FOR
OVER 35 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE AND
CONGRATULATING HIM ON HIS
RECENT RETIREMENT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
it is with both enthusiasm and heavy heart that
| rise today to congratulate Mr. Dalton Yancey
on his recent retirement from the Florida,
Texas, and Hawaii Sugar Cane Growers.

For over 35 years, Dalton has represented
and advocated on behalf of American agri-
culture. An expert in U.S. agriculture policy,
Dalton has specialized in sugar, citrus and
trade policy, ensuring that American growers
and farmers are always given a level playing
field on which to compete with foreign grow-
ers. He is the past President of the Com-
modity Club of Washington, DC, and the
former Board Chair of the American Sugar Al-
liance. A true testament to his knowledge, Dal-
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ton has been appointed by three American
Presidents to serve on the Agricultural Trade
Advisory Committee for Sweeteners.

In addition to his professional duties, Dalton
is extensively involved in many activities
throughout his community. As an officer in the
U.S. Army, Dalton served in Germany and
Vietnam, receiving the Bronze Star for Meri-
torious Service. In 1969, he was a key mem-
ber of Operation Holy Task Force, which
brought Bob Hope to Southeast Asia.

Dalton has been active with the University
of Florida Alumni Association, the Boy Scouts
of America, and the Florida State Society. |
have seen Dalton in action with all of these or-
ganizations, as well as the Faith and Politics
Institute since its inception 16 years ago. The
two of us have been together at more prayer
breakfasts and meetings organized by the In-
stitute than | can even begin to count. As a
member of Aldersgate United Methodist
Church in Northern Virginia, Dalton and his
wife of 33 years, Barbara—known by many of
us as Barbie—are as committed to their
church as they are to everything that they do.

Madam Speaker, | have had the privilege
and honor of knowing Dalton throughout my
career in the House of Representatives. It
goes without saying that the people of Florida
are losing a tremendous advocate with Dal-
ton’s retirement. He is not only an exceptional
advocate on behalf of the people in my dis-
trict, but a real friend to me.

| have often sought Dalton’s advice and
counsel not only on agricultural issues, but on
so many other things that we consider here in
the halls of Congress. He is, under every defi-
nition in the book, a true Southern gentleman.
| thank Dalton for his service, wish him luck in
this new and exciting chapter in his life, and
implore him that he not stray too far from
those of us who will miss him most.

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID SANDIFER
HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the Chairman of the
Brunswick County Commissioners, David
Sandifer, of Holden Beach, North Carolina, for
his commitment to his community and as a
dedicated man of public service. Sandifer
proved himself a devoted and effective public
servant and a man of good character. He was
also a devoted family man and dear friend.
Sandifer passed away on April 4, 2008, and
he will be dearly missed.

Sandifer, who had been a Brunswick County
commissioner since 1996 and chairman since
1998, also served on the board of health, the
criminal justice advisory board, the Commu-
nities in Schools advisory board, the board of
directors of Hope Harbor Home, the Brunswick
County Jail Population Management Com-
mittee, the Lower Cape Fear Water and
Sewer Authority, and many other committees.
Driven by love for his community and its peo-
ple, he was instrumental in implementing dif-
ferent programs and services throughout
Brunswick County. He oversaw development
projects in one of the fastest-growing commu-
nities in our Nation and helped it cope with
growing pains along the way. In recognition of
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