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market. The U.S.-Korea FTA would allow
nearly 95 percent of U.S. consumer and in-
dustrial exports to become duty free within
the first three years of the agreement, and
two-thirds of U.S. agricultural products will
become duty free immediately.

Microsoft and Washington’s many high-
tech companies will benefit from Korea’s
eliminating duties on all products in this
sector, as well as Korea’s commitment to
treat digital products equally regardless of
whether they are transmitted in physical
form or electronically. The agreement locks
in and improves an open trade regime for
technology-related services, such as tele-
communications, computer and related serv-
ices, and audiovisual and recreational serv-
ices. It also strengthens protections for in-
tellectual property by deterring piracy and
unauthorized sharing of music, video, soft-
ware and other content over the Internet.

Korea is a long-term customer for Boeing.
In April 2005, Korean Air placed an order for
up to 20 Boeing 787 Dreamliners in a deal
worth approximately $2.6 billion at list
prices.

For Starbucks, this agreement will reverse
a very bad trend. Coffee exporters had been
excluded from previous trade agreements, in-
cluding NAFTA and the Central American
Free Trade Agreement. Under the Korea
agreement, the bound tariff of nearly 30 per-
cent will go immediately to zero.

Many of these products will be shipped
through the ports of Seattle and Tacoma,
which already benefit from strong relation-
ships with Korean shippers Hanjin and
Hyundai.

But it’s not just large businesses and their
workers that will benefit. In 2005, 89 percent
of U.S. companies exporting to Korea were
small or medium-sized. Washington bene-
ficiaries include companies like Kaiser Alu-
minum in Spokane, and Trinity Glass Inter-
national in Tacoma.

For Washington’s farmers, the current 24-
percent tariff on cherries would be imme-
diately eliminated in the industry’s top over-
seas growth market. The state’s wine pro-
ducers would finally have a fair chance to
compete for Korean consumers. And Wash-
ington potato growers would immediately
benefit from an 18-percent tariff reduction in
a market that generated $23 million in sales
in 2006.

So what’s next? This agreement will not
pass without our active support. And we sim-
ply cannot take for granted the votes of our
congressional delegation. Those who oppose
trade have consistently been louder and
more organized. And now they use a stag-
nant economy as their latest argument for
voting down any trade agreement, despite
export figures being the bright spot in our
current economic data.

Washington state knows better. This
agreement will have clear benefits for our re-
gion. But we must overcome a tough polit-
ical season and an effective opposition to
make this agreement a reality.

For Washington state, the agreement is a
clear winner.

———

IN HONOR OF THE U.S. CHAMPION
MOORPARK HIGH SCHOOL ACA-
DEMIC DECATHLON TEAM

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Moorpark High School Aca-

demic Decathlon Team as the United States
Academic Decathlon Champions.
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This is the third time in 9 years that Moor-
park High School’'s team has won this premier
scholastic contest. Prior to its win in 1999, no
team from Ventura County, California, had
even competed in the nationals.

This year's team made history, scoring
53,119 points, the highest ever scored in the
decathlon’s 40-year history. In winning the na-
tional title, the Moorpark team broke the
record it set as California champions by 240

points.
Team members Angela Chen, Jonah Buck,
Christie  Calle, Colin Calle, Anaamika

Campeau, Justine Levan, Chrissa Rutkai, Kris
Sankaran, and Paul Watanabe are now recog-
nized as the best and the brightest in the
country. They are the pride of their school,
their community and their country.

These youngsters won by literally dedicating
their lives to the challenge. For 9 months they
put in up to 40 hours a week beyond their
school days to study and hone their skills.
They gave up weekends, vacations, part-time
jobs, and time with their families.

Their hard work paid off. Moorpark came
home with more medals than any of the other
41 teams from throughout the country, includ-
ing 36 for individual subjects.

Special honors go to Colin Calle, the top-
scoring varsity student; Chrissa Rutkai, top
scorer in the scholastic division; and Kris
Sankaran, the second-highest individual scorer
in the honors division.

Their coach, Larry Jones, worked as hard, if
not harder, than his students and is as deserv-
ing of high praise. Coach Jones has coached
all three U.S. Championship teams. He is a
man of outstanding strength, patience, and
perseverance.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues will
join me in applauding nine outstanding stu-
dents who made history while achieving a very
prestigious goal—Angela Chen, Jonah Buck,
Christie  Calle, Colin Calle, Anaamika
Campeau, Justine Levan, Chrissa Rutkai, Kris
Sankaran, and Paul Watanabe—the 2008 U.S.
Champion Moorpark High School Academic
Decathlon Team.

WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, April 28,
2008, was Workers Memorial Day. The day is
dedicated to remembering those who have
lost their lives or have been injured as a result
of unsafe health and safety conditions. How-
ever, it is also a day for us to recommit to the
fight for safer working conditions for all who go
to work every day.

On April 23, 2008, the Workforce Protec-
tions Subcommittee, which | chair, held a
hearing on strengthening OSHA enforcement
at companies with multistate facilities. Specifi-
cally, we examined the tragedies that have oc-
curred at the Cintas industrial plants across
the country and focused on the heartbreaking
and preventable death of Eleazar Torres-
Gomez, a 46-year-old washroom employee in
Cintas’s Tulsa, Oklahoma plant. His son, Em-
manuel Torres, testified at the hearing about
his father and his senseless death.

OSHA has fined Cintas $2.78 million for the
tragedy in Tulsa, the largest OSHA fine ever
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assessed in the service sector. And Cintas
has also been cited by OSHA for hazards at
a handful of their other facilities in Columbus,
Ohio, Central Islip, New York, and Mobile, Ala-
bama.

However, as Randy Rabinowitz, one of our
witnesses, testified, OSHA fails to address
these hazards on a “company-wide” basis. In
addition, she said that: “these large compa-
nies have the organizational resources to
make health and safety improvements.” Sadly,
many companies choose not to make such im-
provements.

What we discovered at the hearing is that
Cintas as a company has failed to address
deadly hazards that it was aware of, and
OSHA has failed to adequately enforce safe
working conditions beyond the facility level
until after a terrible tragedy occurs.

The subcommittee will be following up our
hearing with actions to ensure that no other
families have to go through what the Torres-
Gomez family did. We must end these tragic
and preventable accidents.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | regrettably
missed a number of votes to attend to a family
emergency. Had | been present for these
votes | would have votes as follows:

On rollcall No. 224, Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree to H. Res. 1079, | would
have voted “yea”.

On rollcall No. 225, Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree to H.R. 4332, | would have
voted “yea.”

On rolicall No. 226, Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree to S. 2739, | would have
voted “yea.”

On rollcall No. 227, Ordering the Previous
Question for H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, | would
have voted “yea.”

On rollcall No. 228, Providing for the consid-
eration of H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, | would
have voted “yea.”

On rollcall No .229, Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree to the Senate Amendment to
the SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Act, |
would have voted “yea.”

On rollcall No. 230, the George Miller of
California Amendment, | would have voted
“ave.”

)(/)n rollcall No. 231, the Wilson of South
Carolina Substitute Amendment, | would have
voted “no.”

On rolicall No. 238, the Flake Motion to In-
struct Conferees, | would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 239, to Suspend Rules and
Agree to Senate Amendments, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

CINCO DE MAYO
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Cinco de Mayo, a date which is
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celebrated by Americans, Mexicans, and many
others around the world.

The victory of the Mexican army over the
French at the Battle of Puebla on May 5,
1862, came to represent unity and patriotism
for the Mexican people, which is now cele-
brated today as Cinco de Mayo. That same
spirit of unity and patriotism exists in this
country, and sharing it with as many as pos-
sible is an honorable and notable goal.

Millions of Hispanic Americans thrive and
contribute in our country, with over 18 million
residing in the Western United States, 65 per-
cent of them of Mexican descent. These citi-
zens bring their unique culture to communities
throughout the United States. This is the epit-
ome of what this Nation is all about—having
the freedom to come together and celebrate
so many different cultures.

On Cinco de Mayo, we reflect on the con-
tributions of the country of Mexico, the battle
for unity and patriotism, and that our freedom
to celebrate is not something we can take for
granted.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | was not
present on April 30, 2008. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall 227, rollcall 228, rollcall 229,
rollcall 230, rollcall 233.

| would have voted “nay” on the following:
rollcall 232.

—————

CONSOLIDATED NATURAL
RESOURCES ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2008

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
support S. 2739, the Consolidated Natural Re-
sources Act of 2008. S. 2739 includes the text
of many important House-passed Federal
lands bills, including H.R. 1100, my legislation
to ensure the preservation of the beautiful nat-
ural surroundings at the Carl Sandburg Home
Historic Site in Western North Carolina.

Carl Sandburg is one of America’s finest
and favorite poets. In 1945, Sandburg moved
to Flat Rock, North Carolina, where he would
spend the rest of his life.

The Sandburg Home is an important part of
both our heritage and our economy in Western
North Carolina. It is imperative that we protect
the integrity of the Sandburg Home Site so fu-
ture generations can fully appreciate its tre-
mendous natural beauty. Expanding this site
will also allow Western North Carolina to at-
tract more tourists to the area, further driving
the economy of the region.

| thank my colleagues in the House for the
overwhelming bipartisan support they dem-
onstrated in passing H.R. 1100 last year, and
| thank Senators DOLE and BURR for their sup-
port of this legislation in the Senate.

| ask my colleagues to join me once again
in preserving this national treasure.
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HONORING JENNIFER AND JAMES
GRIFFIN ON THE OCCASION OF
THEIR MARRIAGE

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor two of
my constituents who were married Saturday,
March 8, 2008. Jennifer Lewis Fowlkes and
James Sean Giriffin celebrated their commit-
ment to each other at a wedding ceremony
held at the Griffin home in Land O’Lakes, Flor-
ida. A couple firmly dedicated to the Pasco
County region, Jennifer works for Verizon and
James is an entrepreneur.

As George Eliot once said, “What greater
thing is there for two human souls than to feel
that they are joined together to strengthen
each other in all labour, to minister to each
other in all sorrow, to share with each other in
all gladness, to be one with each other in the
silent unspoken memories?” Having known
the Griffin family for many years, Jennifer and
James will have a lifetime of wedded joy
ahead of them. | can only hope that their mar-
riage is as long-lasting and full of love as that
of James’ parents, Danielle and Jeff Griffin.

Madam Speaker, we should all be jealous of
newlyweds like Jennifer and James. Their life-
long journey began with the first step of a
marriage ceremony, and they have yet to see
the ups and downs and joys and sorrows that
come with every union of man and woman.
Their commitment to each other is one to be
celebrated and commended and one in which
| offer my congratulations and wish them well
as they begin their new life together.

HONORING RYAN HOPKIN AND
JAMES ETIER

HON. BARBARA CUBIN

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mrs. CUBIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Ryan Hopkin and James
Etier, Wyoming’s State Honorees for the Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards. These
students were selected in a highly competitive,
nationwide program, recognizing their out-
standing acts of volunteerism.

Ryan Hopkin, a senior at Powell High
School, installed crosswalk flags for younger
children at dangerous intersections around the
town’s elementary schools. This innovative
idea placed canisters on either side of the
street, with cans provided for picking up and
depositing the flag after use. That way, each
student has a neon orange flag to carry, alert-
ing drivers of their presence, and increasing
their safety on the trip to school.

James Etier, an eighth-grader at Rock
Springs East Junior High School, did a variety
of volunteer activities at an after-school pro-
gram. He helped out at the Humane Society
shelter, worked at an elementary school with
young children, and volunteered with the Sal-
vation Army. James also assisted a group of
senior citizens with yard work, in addition to
visiting the local nursing home to meet resi-
dents.
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Volunteerism is a community activity that is
important to instill in our youth and these two
individuals embody the spirit of service. | ap-
plaud them for their hard work and dedication
to helping others. | hope they serve as role-
models for their fellow students, leading by ex-
ample.

In addition, | would like to recognize Wyo-
ming’s Distinguished Finalists, Elizabeth Whet-
stone of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Walter Wil-
son of Albin, Wyoming, for their commendable
efforts.

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF IOWA HAWKEYES WRES-
TLING TEAM ON WINNING THE
2008 NCAA DIVISION I NATIONAL
WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 30, 2008

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate an amazing team from the 2nd
District of lowa, which | represent. I'm proud to
stand before my colleagues today and com-
mend the University of lowa Hawkeyes wres-
tling team for winning the 2008 NCAA Division
| National Wrestling Championship. As many
wrestling fans know, the University of lowa
has a celebrated history of exemplary wres-
tlers and coaches that have allowed the Uni-
versity of lowa, the city of lowa City, and the
entire State of lowa to boast numerous Big
Ten Titles and NCAA championships.

In total, the University of lowa Hawkeyes
wrestling team has won 32 Big Ten Con-
ference Championships, and since 1975, a
total of 21 NCAA Division | National Wrestling
Championships. The current team has kept
the Hawkeye record strong and it's my privi-
lege to congratulate them on the 32nd Big Ten
Title and 21st national championship for the
school.

The University of lowa Hawkeyes wrestling
team is led by Head Coach Tom Brands who,
in addition to this championship win, was
named Big Ten Coach of the Year and the
National Wrestling Coaches Association
Coach of the Year. Under Coach Brands’
leadership, along with his assistants and
strength coaches, the team also had two indi-
vidual national champions.

Mark Perry won his second national title
while overcoming a knee injury during his
match, and was also awarded his fourth all-
American honor. Brent Metcalf won his first
national title. He was also awarded his first all-
American honor, the Dan Hodge Trophy, was
named as the Big Ten Wrestler of the Year,
was crowned a Big Ten Champion, finished
the season with a 32-match winning streak,
was named Outstanding Wrestler at the NCAA
and Big Ten Championships, and was named
Outstanding Wrestler at the Division | NWCA/
Cliff Keen National Duals. Including the two in-
dividual national champions, the team had a
total of seven all-Americans and six Academic
All-Big Ten wrestlers.

With the wrestling program starting in 1911,
the current University of lowa Hawkeyes
Wrestling Team has built upon past successes
to continue the teams and schools winning tra-
dition. As wrestling fans know, much of this
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