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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 6, 2008, at 10 a.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SERRANO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 5, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOSE E.
SERRANO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———————

EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR THE
WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Despite the fact that
America has been at war—we are in the
sixth year in Iraqg—the President is
continuing to attempt to hide the true
cost to the American people. He is ask-
ing Congress to declare an emergency
to pay for the troops’ salaries, to pro-
vide them with body armor, ammuni-
tion, and other needs in the war. It is
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certainly not an emergency. It cer-
tainly could have been anticipated,
particularly given the fact that he is so
stubborn about not setting any plan to
get the U.S. out of that quagmire. But,
to add insult to injury, the President
says the war in Iraq is an emergency,
and $108 billion is what he wants to
borrow but not a penny more for do-
mestic emergencies or needs; not a
penny more, the President says. He
will veto the bill if any of that money
is spent here in the United States of
America to help Americans’ suffering,
high gas prices, to help my counties
and schools that are losing their Fed-
eral money, to help fishermen who
have been deprived of their living this
year with emergency closures. Those
aren’t emergencies in George Bush’s
book, but the ongoing war in the sixth
year in Iraq is.

Unfortunately, it appears that the
Democratic leaders of Congress are
going to cave in to Bush’s strong-
armed tactics and his unreasonable at-
titude, and will send him a bill that he
can sign instead of putting forward
Democratic priorities to the President:
Extended unemployment benefits, a
little bit of energy assistance for the
American people who are suffering be-
cause they are being gouged by the oil
and gas industry, my critical county
and school payments, disaster assist-
ance for salmon fishers on the west
coast, and others. They appear like
they are ready to cave in to the Presi-
dent on this and send him a bill that he
can sign. That’s wrong.

As Democrats, we are here to defend
the priorities and the needs of the

American people. We know Bush is
there for the corporations. We know he
is there for his war in Iraq. Let’s dem-
onstrate that. Let’s send him a bill.

Now, in terms of the county and
school payments, the Republican Con-
gress and the Bush administration al-
lowed the law to expire. That has cre-
ated a crisis. Last year, we did get
emergency spending despite Bush’s
then veto threat to help the counties
and schools through one more year as
we worked on a longer term fix. In De-
cember, the House did pass a longer
term fix. Unfortunately, since the Sen-
ate is not a democratic institution, 40
Senators—40 Republican Senators—
were able to strip the critical county
and school funding out of that bill. So,
again, we languish without authoriza-
tion for payments in the coming year.

So this is an emergency. We are
going to see counties that are very
large, counties in my district almost
the size of New England that are going
to be deprived of sheriff’s patrols in
rural areas. We are going to see jail
beds closed and prisoners put out on
the streets. We are going to see animal
control ended. This is a crisis. These
counties have no alternative. They are
more than half-owned by the Federal
Government. It is the Federal Govern-
ment’s policies that have brought them
to this place. That was recognized by
the former President as he put in place
a plan to make up for the lost revenue
from the changes in Federal policies.

It is time for this administration to
agree that those counties need some
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help. I have written to the President. I
have asked him to change his mind and
allow counties and schools to receive
at least some amount of funding this
year as a true domestic emergency, not
to draw a line in the sand and say he
will only borrow money to pursue an
open-ended war in Iraq, but he will not
borrow a penny for the American peo-
ple.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 36
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JACKSON of Illinois) at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father of all, here You find
in America people whose hearts are
open to the message that all human
life is sacred and that ‘‘each of us is
willed, each of us is loved, each of us is
necessary.”

In a world where some no longer be-
lieve that we can distinguish between
simple right and wrong, we need to re-
ject any ‘‘dictatorship of relativism”
and embrace a culture of equal justice
and lasting truth.

Since Your very gift of freedom is
ever new, Lord, we ask You to chal-
lenge this generation to build a world
ever more worthy of the human person
created in Your image and likeness.

Help us work today for an ever more
just and fraternal society where polit-
ical leaders and those they represent
are guided by truth and bring wisdom
born of firm moral principle to deci-
sions affecting the life and future of
this Nation, we pray, lifting up Your
name, now and forever.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MOTHER GIVES LIFE FOR HER
CHILD

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as Americans
across this Nation celebrate Mother’s
Day this Sunday, there are five chil-
dren in Crosby, Texas, who mourn the
loss of theirs. Tina Davila was mur-
dered as she gave her life to protect her
youngest child.

On April 17, Tina left her 4-month-old
in the back seat of her car as she
quickly ran into a store to pay a bill.
But as Tina approached the store, she
saw a car pull up beside hers, and a
bandit jumped out and tried to steal
her vehicle. She fought the outlaw and
screamed, ‘“‘My baby! My baby!”’” But
the carjacker stabbed her, murdering
her in front of her child and fled with
blood on his hands. All this was caught
on video surveillance.

The Kkiller is 22-year-old Timoteo
Rios, an illegal trespasser from Mexico.
In addition to murdering Tina, Rios
and his fellow hijacker, Kennedy
Escoto, carjacked four other people.
Rios had spent time in jail last year
but was never deported.

Rios remains at large. He’s believed
to be back in the safe sanctuary coun-
try for criminals, Mexico, basking in
the sun and unaccountable for this
murder, while Tina Davila’s children
are motherless this Mother’s Day.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 2, 2008, at 8:54 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3522.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 112.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 340.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
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nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 2, 2008, at 12:54 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5919.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———
0 1415

FOREIGN SERVICE MEMBER REST

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3658) to amend the Foreign Serv-
ice Act of 1980 to permit rest and recu-
peration travel to United States terri-
tories for members of the Foreign Serv-
ice.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3658

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. INCLUSION OF UNITED STATES TER-
RITORIES AS ELIGIBLE FOR REST
AND RECUPERATION TRAVEL FOR

MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN SERV-
ICE.

The Foreign Service Act of 1980 is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 901(6)(B) (22 U.S.C. 4081(6)(B)),
by inserting after ‘“United States’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘or its territories, including Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the United
States Virgin Islands’’; and

(2) in section 903(b) (22 U.S.C. 4083(b)), by
striking ‘¢, its territories and possessions, or
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’ and in-
serting ‘‘or its territories, including Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the United
States Virgin Islands’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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