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Central African Republic, and to ensure the ef-
fective and impartial protection of civilians, in-
cluding internally displaced persons and refu-
gees, particularly local populations, by pre-
empting, preventing, and deterring attacks on
civilians.

The United States also has an important
role to play in resolving the situation in Chad,
and the resolution calls on the president to
continue United States humanitarian assist-
ance to the refugees and internally displaced
persons in Chad and the Central African Re-
public, provide support to strengthen demo-
cratic institutions and respect for human rights
and rule of law, and seek punitive measures
against the Government of Sudan by the
United Nations Security Council for its aggres-
sion and destructive activities in Chad and the
region.

Mr. Speaker, it is important for this House to
express its concern about the crisis in Chad
and how the political instability and humani-
tarian crisis there is impacting the entire re-
gion. | urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to express my strong support for
H. Res. 1011, calling on the United States
Government and the international community
to promptly develop, fund, and implement a
comprehensive regional strategy to protect ci-
vilians, facilitate humanitarian operations, con-
tain and reduce violence, and contribute to
conditions for sustainable peace and good
governance in Chad, as well as in the wider
region that includes the northern region of the
Central African Republic and the Darfur region
of Sudan, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Virginia, Representative WOLF.
This timely and important legislation, of which
| am proud to be an original cosponsor, not
only calls on the governments of Chad and
the Central African Republic to fulfill their obli-
gations under international law to protect civil-
ians, but also calls upon the President of the
United States to continue humanitarian assist-
ance to refugees and internally displaced per-
sons in the region.

While regional conflicts have proven sub-
stantive and continuous, the internal politics of
Chad are by no means a beacon of stability
and democracy. Since reaching independence
in 1960, Chad has been consistently riddled
with internal conflicts and civil wars. Unfortu-
nately, despite American assistance to the
government, the State Department reported
that the last elections were, “orderly, but seri-
ously flawed,” as well as stating in the most
recent Department of State Country Report on
Human Rights Practices that, “the [Chadian]
government’s poor human rights record dete-
riorated further.” The situation within Chad is
even more precarious when one considers
that the United Nations estimates that Chad is
home to some 240,000 refugees from Darfur,
52,000 refugees from the Central African Re-
public, and more than 180,000 internally dis-
placed people. In February 2008 alone, over
12,000 new refugees from Darfur entered the
country.

Mr. Speaker, in the past three years, as
fighting between the government and rebels
increased, 180,000 Chadians have been dis-
placed, adding to the inflow of 290,000 refu-
gees from the Central African Republic (CAR)
and Sudan’s Darfur region. Although the gov-
ernment developed a plan for reform, and
signed a peace agreement with rebel groups
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in 2007, the conflict has not ceased. In Feb-
ruary 2008, rebel forces, supported by the
neighboring Sudanese government, sought to
remove President Idriss Déby from power, Kkill-
ing hundreds of civilians in the process. De-
spite the United Nation’s Security Council
Resolution 1778, authorizing a multidimen-
sional presence intended to help create the
security conditions necessary for reconstruc-
tion and social and economic development,
this has not been the case. While the United
States has provided over $338 million in hu-
manitarian assistance since 2004 and also
provides security assistance to the Chadian
army through the International Military Edu-
cation and Training (IMET) funds, there is still
much more that needs to be done.

This resolution is both timely and imperative
because it calls on the United States to work
harder to develop and implement a sound
strategy to protect and assist Chadians and
other refugees, and, together with the inter-
national community, condemn Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir and the National
Congress for their support of the armed rebel-
lion. A further destabilization in Chad will lead
to wider regional instability and hinder the
United States’ counter-terrorism capabilities in
a very sensitive region.

By calling on the President of the United
States to continue to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to displaced persons in the Chad and
the Central African Republic and provide sup-
port to strengthen the rule of law, democratic
institutions, and respect for human rights, this
legislation works to not only alleviate suffering
in the short term, but also prevent them from
occurring in the long term. | am proud to be
an original cosponsor of this legislation and
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H. Res. 1011, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1166) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
regarding provocative and dangerous
statements and actions taken by the
Government of the Russian Federation
that undermine the territorial integ-
rity of the Republic of Georgia.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1166

Whereas, since 1993, the territorial integ-
rity of the Republic of Georgia has been re-
affirmed by the international community,
international law, and 32 United Nations Se-
curity Council resolutions;

Whereas the Government of the Republic
of Georgia has pursued in good faith a peace-
ful resolution of territorial conflicts in the
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia since
the end of hostilities in 1993;

Whereas, on March 28, 2008, and on April 12,
2008, Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili
introduced new and far-reaching peace pro-
posals to resolve the territorial conflict in
Abkhazia, including international guaran-
tees of Abkhaz autonomy, broad political
representation for the Abkhaz, the right to
veto legislation related to the constitutional
status of Abkhazia as well as its language
and culture, the establishment of a joint
Free Economic Zone in the Gali region, and
an offer for more active involvement by the
international community and Russian Fed-
eration to help forge a peaceful resolution to
the conflict;

Whereas, for several years, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation has carried
out policies that seek to undermine the sov-
ereignty of the Republic of Georgia in
Abkhazia and South Ossetia by awarding in-
dividuals in these regions with Russian citi-
zenship, Russian passports, economic sub-
sidies, and the right to vote in Russian elec-
tions;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has also detailed Russian offi-
cials to take up positions in the separatist
governments, provided military equipment
and support to separatists in the regions, and
encouraged Russian volunteers to serve in
militias in Abkhazia and South Ossetia;

Whereas the announcement from the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation on April
16, 2008, that it will establish ‘‘official ties”
with the regions of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia, recognize their official documents
and legal entities, and further involve itself
in aspects of their governments appears to be
a thinly veiled attempt at annexation;

Whereas, on April 20, 2008, tensions be-
tween the Russian Federation and the Re-
public of Georgia further escalated when an
unarmed and unmanned Georgian reconnais-
sance aircraft was shot down over Georgian
territory, reportedly by a Russian MIG-29
fighter jet;

Whereas Russian officials have denied any
involvement in the downing of the reconnais-
sance plane, claiming that Abkhazian rebels
were responsible for the incident, although
neither Georgia nor Abkhazian defense
forces have MIG-29 fighter jets;

Whereas the statements and counter-pro-
ductive actions of the Government of the
Russian Federation in these regions has un-
dermined the peace and security in Abkhazia
and South Ossetia, the Republic of Georgia,
and the Caucasus region as a whole;

Whereas the consistent effort to undermine
the sovereignty of a neighbor is incompat-
ible with the role of the Russian Federation
as one of the world’s leading powers and with
its commitments to international peace-
keeping made to the United Nations Secu-
rity Council and the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe; and

Whereas, on April 23, 2008, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice stated that ‘‘the
United States is firmly committed to the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Geor-
gia, that we support Georgia’s efforts to
make certain that the people of Abkhazia
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and South Ossetia feel fully a part of Geor-
gia, and that we are very concerned at the
recent move by the Russian Federation, the
presidential decree that was issued’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns recent decisions made by the
Government of the Russian Federation to es-
tablish ‘‘official ties” with the regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, a process that
further impedes reconciliation between those
regions and the Government of the Republic
of Georgia and that violates the sovereignty
of the Republic of Georgia and the commit-
ments of the Government of the Russian
Federation to international peacekeeping;

(2) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to immediately revoke its
decision to establish ‘‘official ties’ with the
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia;

(3) strongly supports the restoration of the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Geor-
gia and a peaceful resolution of the conflicts
within Georgia’s internationally recognized
borders;

(4) encourages the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to work with the Govern-
ment of Georgia, the peoples of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia, and the international commu-
nity to find a peaceful solution to the con-
flict;

(6) welcomes the measured reaction of the
Government of the Republic of Georgia to re-
cent developments and commends President
Saakashvili’s latest initiatives to resolve
territorial conflicts through peaceful means;

(6) calls on United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon to conduct an investiga-
tion of the April 20, 2008, incident in which
an unarmed Georgian reconnaissance air-
craft was shot down by what reports indicate
was a missile launched from a Russian MIG—
29 fighter jet;

(7) urges all parties to the conflicts in the
Republic of Georgia and governments around
the world to eschew rhetoric and actions
that escalate tensions and undermine efforts
to negotiate a peaceful settlement to the
conflicts; and

(8) supports the declaration of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) Bu-
charest Summit in Romania, which stated
that the Republic of Georgia will become a
member of NATO, reiterates its support for
the commitment to further enlargement of
NATO to include democratic governments
that are able and willing to meet the respon-
sibilities of membership, and urges the for-
eign ministers of NATO member states at
their meeting in December 2008 to consider
favorably the application of the Government
of the Republic of Georgia’s Membership Ac-
tion Plan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I also
rise in strong support of this resolution
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and yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

I am pleased to support this resolu-
tion that adds the House’s voice to the
chorus of condemnation from the ad-
ministration and our European allies
to the provocative actions taken in re-
cent weeks by the Russian Federation
against the Republic of Georgia.

I commend my distinguished col-
league, Representative WEXLER of Flor-
ida and chairman of the European Sub-
committee, for promptly introducing
this important resolution.

For several years, the Russian Gov-
ernment has promulgated policies that
have increasingly sought to undermine
the sovereignty of the Georgian Gov-
ernment and its territorial integrity
over Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Such
harmful policies include awarding resi-
dents in these regions with Russian
citizenship, Russian passports, and
even the right to vote in Russian elec-
tions.

In addition, the Kremlin has assigned
Russian officials to hold positions in
the separatist governments in South
Ossetia and Abkhazia. It has also pro-
vided military equipment and volun-
teer fighters to support militias active
in these regions. Such behavior is
counterproductive to efforts to find a
peaceful resolution to these conflicts
and contrary to Russia’s commitments
to international peacekeeping.

Irritated by international recogni-
tion of Kosovo’s independence despite
its objections and incensed by Geor-
gia’s clear future in NATO, Russia es-
calated its dangerous actions towards
Georgia in the weeks leading up to and
immediately following NATO’s Bucha-
rest Summit. On March 6, Russia with-
drew from the sanctions regime im-
posed on Abkhazia in 1996 by the Com-
monwealth of Independent States
thereby eliminating the remaining lim-
its on direct Russian economic rela-
tions with Abkhazia.

On March 21, the Russian Duma
passed a nonbinding declaration asking
the government to consider the ‘‘expe-
diency of recognizing the independence
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.” On
March 25, Dmitry Medvedev, Russia’s
incoming president, spoke out against
NATO membership for Georgia. During
the NATO Summit, Russian President
Putin sent letters to the separatist
leaders of Abkhazia and South Ossetia
to express his support for their re-
gimes.

As outlined in this resolution, Presi-
dent Putin instructed his government
on April 16 to establish official ties
with these separatist regimes. He fur-
ther ordered his government to recog-
nize legal documents issued by these
authorities as well as legal entities
registered by them. The tension
reached its climax on April 20 when an
unarmed and unmanned Russian recon-
naissance aircraft was shot down over
Georgian territory, reportedly by a
Russian MIG-29 fighter. Despite Rus-
sian claims of innocence, neither the
Georgians nor the Abkhazian rebels
have this plane in their fleet.
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Last week Russia further strained re-
lations by moving an extra contingent
of troops into Abkhazia. The Kremlin
claims to be responding to a Georgia
military buildup along the border,
which the Tbilisi Government denies.
Although Russia’s troop level remains
within the 3,000 soldier limit allowed
under the 1994 U.N. ceasefire agree-
ment, NATO has backed Russia’s asser-
tion that any increase must be ap-
proved by all parties.

Such hostile actions are in stark con-
trast to the recent attempts made by
Georgian President, Mikheil
Saakashvili, to find a peaceful and
lasting solution to this conflict in the
Caucasus. As he rightly stated, ‘“There
are no issues that we and the
Abkhazians cannot solve through nego-
tiations.”

On March 28 and April 12, President
Saakashvili introduced new proposals
to facilitate a resolution to the con-
flict. They included international guar-
antees of Abkhaz autonomy, broad po-
litical representation for the Abkhaz,
the right to veto legislation related to
the constitutional status of Abkhazia
as well as its language and culture, and
the establishment of a joint Free Eco-
nomic Zone in the Gali region. Presi-
dent Putin has turned a deaf ear to
these suggestions.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
calling on the Russian Federation to
revoke immediately its decision to es-
tablish official ties with these regions
and to support the territorial integrity
of Georgia’s borders.

Rather than engaging in provocative
acts, President Putin should respond
favorably to President Saakashvili’s
call for active involvement by the Rus-
sian Federation as well as the inter-
national community to forge a peace-
ful and lasting solution to this conflict.

Furthermore, NATO should uphold
its Summit promise to Georgia of a fu-
ture in the Alliance by considering the
extension of a Membership Action Plan
at its December meeting. This act
would welcome the country into the
Euro-Atlantic community and could
serve as a deterrent to further Russian
aggression. I strongly support this res-
olution and urge my colleagues to join
me.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there was
a time when we could honestly hope
that Russia was playing a fair and sup-
portive role with regard to the resolu-
tion of the separatist conflicts in the
Republic of Georgia. Unfortunately,
our optimism in that regard is almost
exhausted. It now appears obvious that
Russia seeks to play a destabilizing
role in Georgia, with the goal of under-
mining Georgia’s political and eco-
nomic development and, ultimately, its
own sovereignty.

O 1445

Over several years Russia has report-
edly supported the separatist forces
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with arms and trained personnel. It has
applied boycotts on Georgian goods and
shut off energy supplies to Georgia. It
has broadly granted Russian citizen-
ship and issued Russian passports to
people living in Georgia’s separatist re-
gions. It has provided economic sub-
sidies to the separatist regions and
granted residents of those regions the
right to vote in Russian elections. Its
so-called ‘‘peacekeeping’ forces in the
separatist regions appeared to have
played a biased role in favor, of course,
of the separatist regime. More re-
cently, on April 16, the Kremlin issued
a decree further expanding its ‘‘offi-
cial” ties with the separatist regions.

Most objective observers would af-
firm that the Georgian Government
has tried to be fair and open-minded in
its efforts to negotiate a settlement in
the separatist conflicts. One has to
wonder, however, if sporadic and mys-
terious incidents involving small-scale
attacks on Georgian territory and
forces are meant to provoke the Geor-
gian Government.

One such incident occurred on April
20. An unmanned and unarmed Geor-
gian reconnaissance aircraft was shot
down over Georgian territory, report-
edly by a Russian MIG-29 fighter. Since
neither Georgia nor the separatist re-
gimes have MIG-29 jets among their
forces, it seems difficult for Russia to
deny its involvement.

Mr. Speaker, the Georgian people
have made tremendous progress since
the ‘“‘Rose Revolution” of 2003. Georgia
is not a perfect democracy, but it’s
heading in the right direction. It cer-
tainly compares very well with the
trends in Russia, where a totalitarian
regime is steadily being constructed
once again.

Georgia deserves the support and en-
couragement of leading states of Eu-
rope and the support of the United
States. Democracy and reform in Geor-
gia will only succeed if the European
Union, the leading states of Europe,
and the United States remain engaged
and strongly support it.

The resolution calls for the Kremlin
to immediately revoke its decision to
expand ‘‘official ties’” with the sepa-
ratist regions in Georgia. The resolu-
tion expresses strong support for the
restoration of the territorial integrity
of Georgia and for the peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts within Georgia’s bor-
ders. It also restates the declaration
made by the NATO heads of state at
the recent summit in Bucharest, Ro-
mania, in which they confidently stat-
ed their belief that the Republic of
Georgia will become a member of
NATO some day. And it urges NATO al-
lies to favorably consider Georgia’s ap-
plication for admission in the Member-
ship Action Plan, or MAP, during the
NATO Ministers meeting this Decem-
ber, MAP being a program to simply
help interested applicants for member-
ship and prepare them to meet the
standards required of all NATO allies.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is in-
tended to support the sovereignty of
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Georgia and support an end to any irre-
sponsible actions by the Russian Gov-
ernment that undermine its sov-
ereignty and the prospects for a peace-
ful resolution of the separatist con-
flicts in that country.

I note again as well that nothing
stated in this resolution with regard to
NATO and Georgia’s interest in mem-
bership in that alliance is any different
from what was stated at the recent
NATO summit.

I support this resolution and urge all
my colleagues to do the same as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCHWARTZ).

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, as the
co-Chair of the Congressional Georgia
Caucus, I rise in support of House Reso-
lution 1166 and to express my strong
support for the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of the Republic of
Georgia.

On April 16, 2008, the Russian Govern-
ment declared that it would establish
legal and official ties with AbKkhazia
and South Ossetia. This is nothing
more than a thinly veiled attempt by
Russia to extend these regions, which
are part of the sovereign nation of
Georgia. This action was denounced by
the international community, includ-
ing the European Union and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, better
known as NATO to all of us. Nonethe-
less, Russia remained unfazed by inter-
national opinion and further escalated
tensions in the region just 4 days later
by shooting down a Georgian un-
manned aerial drone over Georgian ter-
ritory.

Georgia is one of the strongest allies
in the Caucasus region, and it is impor-
tant for the United States to continue
to stand by our allies. I spoke with
President Saakashvili on Thursday,
and he’s very concerned about the situ-
ation and, as was mentioned by pre-
vious speakers, has offered a number of
peace proposals. But he very much ap-
preciates the statements that were
made in support of Georgia by our
State Department and is grateful for
this resolution and the strong bipar-
tisan support it demonstrates from
Congress.

Since speaking with the President
last week, the situation has become
even more difficult for Georgia. The
Russian Federation continues to move
troops into Abkhazia, and yesterday we
heard reports of possibly two more
Georgian aircraft being shot down.

Considering our close relationship
with Georgia, it is appropriate that the
House of Representatives join the
international institutions that have
condemned Russia’s actions and called
for a peaceful resolution to the current
tensions in the region. This resolution
is supported by the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, who were original cospon-
sors of the resolution. And it was intro-
duced by Representative WEXLER, the
chairman of the Europe Subcommittee.
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I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution and appreciate its
bipartisan nature.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1166.
The international community has affirmed the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Georgia
many times, and Georgia has sought in good
faith a peaceful resolution of the conflicts with
its regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
The Georgian Government has made gen-
erous proposals regarding internationally guar-
anteed autonomy, political representation, and
the constitutional status of the regions.

| am deeply concerned that the Government
of Russia has not responded with equal good
faith. It has consistently undermined Georgian
sovereignty over these regions, for example,
by giving people in these regions Russian citi-
zenship, passports, voting rights, and even
economic subsidies. The Russian Government
has provided leaders, volunteers, and arms to
separatist movements in these regions, and
threatened to establish “official ties” with the
Abkhazian and South Ossetian regions. Ac-
cording to reliable reports, the Russian Gov-
ernment has shot down unmanned drones
over Georgian territory. It is outrageous for
one state to undertake such hostile actions
against a neighbor.

Mr. Speaker, | have no doubt that the Sec-
retary of State did the right thing when she re-
cently committed the United States to Geor-
gia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, and
that the House will reaffirm American support
for Georgia and condemn the Russian Gov-
ernment’'s unjust and destabilizing actions.
Over and over again, we have seen how there
are always people who are quick to make ex-
cuses for the Russian Government’s unjust
actions toward the small nations on its bor-
der—or toward the Russian people them-
selves. In the communist era, and since 1991,
there have always been people who argued
that, if we will just look the other way, allowing
the Russian Government to do as it likes in
some “sphere of influence,” the Russian Gov-
ernment will respond by becoming become
kinder, gentler, and more peaceful.

The historical record belies this argument.
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, President Reagan,
Pope John Paul Il, Father Gleb Yakunin, the
refuseniks in Russia in the 1970s and 1980s,
the brave and beleaguered Russian human
rights movement today—these people spoke
the truth to and about the Russian Govern-
ment. They have done more to promote peace
and justice in the former Soviet Union than all
those who argued for silence and com-
promise. Mr. Speaker, | am glad that this
House is today choosing their road. What the
Russian Government is doing to undermine
Georgia is wrong, it is outrageous, and it must
stop.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1166.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

CONDEMNING BURMESE REGIME’S
UNDEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 317)
condemning the Burmese regime’s un-
democratic constitution and scheduled
referendum, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 317

Whereas in 1974, then-dictator General Ne
Win and his regime redrew the 1947 State
Constitution and held a referendum for a
military-backed constitution, endorsing a ci-
vilian front for military rule, known as the
Burmese Socialist Program Party;

Whereas in 1988, the people of Burma came
to the streets in a massive popular democ-
racy uprising to call for democracy, human
rights, and an end to military rule and a sin-
gle party system;

Whereas the current military regime vio-
lently crushed the mass democracy uprising
in 1988, killing more than 3,000 peaceful pro-
testers and taking over power from the pre-
vious regime;

Whereas the current military regime, offi-
cially known as the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council (SPDC), known previously as
the State Law and Order Restoration Coun-
cil (SLORC), held multi-party elections in
1990;

Whereas despite the threat and pressure by
the military regime to vote for the can-
didates of the military-backed National
Unity Party (NUP), the people of Burma
voted 82 percent of Parliament seats for the
candidates of the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) party, led by detained leader
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and allied ethnic po-
litical parties;

Whereas the military regime refused to
honor the election results and arrested and
imprisoned both democracy activists and
elected members of parliament;

Whereas the SPDC over a period of 14 years
held a National Convention to draft a new
constitution in which the process was tight-
1y controlled, repressive and undemocratic;

Whereas the NLD walked out of the con-
vention in 1995 because participants were not
allowed to table alternative proposals or
voice disagreement with the military re-
gime;

Whereas in 2005, the leaders of the Shan
Nationalities League of Democracy (SNLD)
were all arrested on false charges and sen-
tenced to more than 90 years in prison each;

Whereas the people of Burma, led by de-
mocracy activists and Buddhist monks in
August and September 2007, took to the
streets in nationwide peaceful protests de-
manding the military regime participate in a
meaningful tri-partite dialogue with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, the elected political par-
ties from the 1990 elections and representa-
tives of the ethnic nationalities for national
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reconciliation and a transition to democ-
racy;

Whereas according to the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights
Situation in Burma, Professor Paulo Sergio
Pinheiro, leading human rights groups and
foreign diplomats based in Burma estimate
the death toll from the August and Sep-
tember 2007 peaceful protests is much higher
than reported by the regime;

Whereas the military regime brutally
crushed the peaceful protests, Kkilling at
least 31 people, leaving nearly 100 missing,
and arresting 700 additional political pris-
oners bringing the number of Burma’s polit-
ical prisoners to approximately 1,800;

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council Presidential Statement, issued by
unanimous consent of all members of the
Council on October 11, 2007, stated that ‘‘the
Security Council strongly deplores the use of
violence against peaceful demonstrators in
Myanmar, emphasizes the importance of the
early release of all political prisoners and re-
maining detainees”.

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council Presidential Statement also stressed
‘“‘the need for the Government of Myanmar
to create the necessary conditions for a gen-
uine dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and all concerned parties and ethnic groups,
in order to achieve an inclusive national rec-
onciliation with the direct support of the
United Nations’’;

Whereas the United Nations and govern-
ments around the world also repeatedly
called for the SPDC to hold a political dia-
logue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, her
party, the NLD, and representatives of eth-
nic nationalities to achieve national rec-
onciliation and democratization and reverse
the decades-long misrule by the regime
which has resulted in a downward spiral of
Burma’s economic, educational, social, pub-
lic health and infrastructure sectors;

Whereas the SPDC has ignored the re-
peated requests of the United Nations and
the international community to release all
political prisoners, end attacks against civil-
ians, and engage in a meaningful dialogue
with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, her party, the
NLD, and representatives of ethnic nation-
alities;

Whereas at the same time, the SPDC as-
signed a commission to draft a constitution
on October 18, 2007, with 54 hand-picked par-
ticipants, in an attempt to ignore past elec-
tion results, to lock in a process that ex-
cludes representatives of ethnic nationalities
and the NLD from political participation,
and to legitimize continued military rule;

Whereas the latest version of the draft con-
stitution seeks to codify military rule by re-
serving 25 percent of parliamentary seats for
military appointees, permits the head of the
military to intervene in national politics,
and ensures that key government ministries
are held by military officers;

Whereas in October 2007, the SPDC ap-
pointed Labor Minister U Aung Kyi as liai-
son minister to engage with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi for possible talks with Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe, leader of the SPDC, but
there has been no true exchange or tangible
result from the few talks that were held;

Whereas recently, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
expressed through her party leaders that she
is unhappy with the SPDC’s unwillingness to
establish political dialogue and she even
urged the people of Burma to be prepared for
the worst;

Whereas on February 9, 2008, the military
regime announced that it will hold a con-
stitutional referendum in May 2008 and a
general election in 2010;

Whereas on February 12, 2008, the SPDC ex-
tended for another year the house arrest of U
Tin Oo, Deputy Chairman of the NLD; and
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Whereas early reports concerning the ref-
erendum voting indicate that Burmese vot-
ers were instructed how to vote under super-
vision of officials, sometimes under threat of
physical violence and without an oppor-
tunity to read the ballot they were forced to
cast: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) denounces the one-sided, undemocratic,
and illegitimate actions of the State Peace
and Development Council (SPDC) that seek
to legitimize military rule through a flawed
referendum process to adopt a new, undemo-
cratic constitution;

(2) strongly urges that Burma’s military
regime begin a meaningful tri-partite dia-
logue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the 1990
election-winning parties and representatives
of ethnic nationalities toward national rec-
onciliation, democracy, freedom of assembly,
freedom of movement, freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, and internationally
recognized human rights for all Burmese
citizens;

(3) demands the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, de-
tained Buddhist monks, and all other polit-
ical prisoners and prisoners of conscience;

(4) denounces the SPDC for its failure to
comply with the United Nations’ rec-
ommendations and engage in a meaningful
time-bound tri-partite dialogue with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, the 1990 election winning
parties and representatives of ethnic nation-
alities;

(5) calls for the SPDC to comply fully and
immediately with the recommendations
made by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil Presidential Statement issued on October
11, 2007;

(6) urges the President to call for the
United Nations Security Council to condemn
the undemocratic referendum process and
the SPDC’s flawed constitution which will be
the outcome of the referendum;

(7) urges the President to call for the
United Nations Security Council to pass a
binding resolution, which will instruct the
regime to fully comply with the rec-
ommendations made by United Nations Spe-
cial Envoy Ibrahim Gambari and the United
Nations Security Council Presidential State-
ment, and strengthen the mandate of Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon to engage in a
meaningful and time-bound dialogue with
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the 1990 election
winning parties and ethnic nationality rep-
resentatives towards an inclusive democratic
national reconciliation;

(8) urges the President to push for a com-
prehensive arms embargo against the Bur-
mese military regime at the United Nations
Security Council so that weapons produced
by foreign countries, including Ukraine,
China, and Russia, that currently sell weap-
ons to Burma’s military regime, can no
longer be used by Burma’s military regime
against civilians; and

(9) urges the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations to involve itself more deeply
in reaching out to the Burmese democracy
movement and to work with the United Na-
tions Security Council and the Secretary-
General to promote meaningful political dia-
logue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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