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consistent with Alzheimer’s. On April
5, 2008, at the age of 84, Charlton
Heston passed away.

He once joked, ‘I have played three
presidents, three saints, and two
geniuses. If that does not create an ego
problem, nothing does.”” But arrogance
does not describe this humble man,
who pursued life as he did each of his
roles, a constant pursuit of unattain-
able perfection.

Despite numerous accolades, includ-
ing an Oscar, a Kennedy Center Life-
time Achievement Award, and the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
loving husband, devoted father of two
and grandfather of three, believed that
his family was his proudest achieve-
ment.

In his August 2002 announcement re-
garding his declining health, he emo-
tionally stated that, ‘“For an actor
there is no greater loss than his audi-
ence. I can part the Red Sea, but I
can’t part with you.”

Though he may have left us in body,
his spirit and legacy live on, a lifetime
of passionate commitment to freedom
in the truest sense.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution honoring a man who was as
much a hero on the big screen as he
was a hero in life.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
first thank my friend, the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), for bringing
this resolution, and urge my colleagues
to honor this great American by voting
in favor of the resolution.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues in supporting H. Con. Res.
1091 and honoring the life and contributions of
the late Charlton Heston.

A larger than life figure, Charlton Heston
was a World War |l veteran, president of the
Screen Actors Guild, and chairman of the
American Film Institute. He was celebrated—
as an Academy Award-winning actor and a re-
cipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Throughout his life, when he saw injustice,
Charlton Heston did not hesitate to take ac-
tion. It did not matter to him whether his posi-
tion was popular. He protested segregation,
marching alongside the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King during his campaign for civil rights, and
described Dr. King as a “20th century Moses
for his people.”

Never shy to take a stand, Charlton Heston
picketed a segregated movie theater
premiering one of his own movies. All of us
should commend his principled commitment to
civil rights.

His support for our Nation’s Bill of Rights
extended to the second amendment. Indeed,
for many of us, Charlton Heston’s most mem-
orable contribution may have been his fierce
advocacy for our right to keep and bear arms.
As president of the National Rifle Association,
NRA, Mr. Heston famously rallied millions of
Americans by holding a rifle over his head and
declaring that the Government would take it
only “from my cold, dead hands.”

When our rights were threatened by the
Federal Government, Charlton Heston—the
face of the NRA—inspired millions of us. This
legacy is lasting. And it never mattered to him
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that his stance wasn’t fashionable with Holly-
wood elites.

Not until the onset of Alzheimer's disease
did Charlton Heston begin to withdraw from
public life.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to the Heston family, especially Lydia,
his wife of 64 years. They must be proud of
Charlton Heston’s life, legacy, and contribu-
tions. We all are here.

Mr. CLAY. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res.
1091, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MOTHER’S DAY

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1113) celebrating the
role of mothers in the United States
and supporting the goals and ideals of
Mother’s Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1113

Whereas Mother’s Day is celebrated on the
second Sunday of each May;

Whereas the first official Mother’s Day was
observed on May 10, 1908, in Grafton, West
Virginia, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;

Whereas 2008 is the 100th anniversary of
the first official Mother’s Day observation;

Whereas in 1908, Elmer Burkett, a U.S.
Senator from Nebraska, proposed making
Mother’s Day a national holiday;

Whereas in 1914, Congress passed a resolu-
tion designating the second Sunday of May
as Mother’s Day;

Whereas it is estimated that there are
more than 82,000,000 mothers in the United
States;

Whereas mothers have made immeasurable
contributions toward building strong fami-
lies, thriving communities, and ultimately a
strong Nation;

Whereas the services rendered to the chil-
dren of the United States by their mothers
have strengthened and inspired the Nation
throughout its history;

Whereas we honor ourselves and mothers
in the United States when we revere and em-
phasize the importance of the role of the
home and family as the true foundation of
the Nation;

Whereas mothers continue to rise to the
challenge of raising their families with love,
understanding, and compassion, while over-
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coming the challenges of modern society;
and

Whereas May 11, 2008 is recognized as
Mother’s Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives celebrates the role of mothers in the
United States and supports the goals and
ideals of Mother’s Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, with the an-
nual mother’s holiday just a few short
days away, I am pleased to join in the
consideration of H. Res. 1113, which
aims to recognize and celebrate the
role of mothers in our country by sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Moth-
er’s Day.

———

O 1600

H. Res. 1113 was introduced by JEFF
FORTENBERRY of Nebraska on April 16,
2008, and was considered and reported
from the Oversight Committee on May
1, 2008, by voice vote. Currently, the
bill is cosponsored by 54 Members of
Congress and provides us all an oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to the impor-
tance of mothers and motherhood in
general.

It was on May 10, 1908, that our coun-
try first officially observed Mother’s
Day. On this day, church services, or-
ganized by Mother’s Day founder Anna
Jarvis in honor of her own recently de-
ceased mother Ann Marie Reeve Jarvis,
were held in Grafton, West Virginia,
and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Following these services, the notion
of celebrating motherhood gained a
widespread popularity across the Na-
tion leading to the creation of the
Mother’s Day International Associa-
tion, which came into being on Decem-
ber 12, 1912, to promote and encourage
meaningful observances of the role of
mothers. However, it wasn’t until May
9, 1914, that a presidential proclama-
tion was issued that declared the sec-
ond Sunday of May was to be observed
as Mother’s Day in America to honor
all mothers.

And now, here we are 100 years later
and Mother’s Day continues to hold a
special place in the hearts of countless
Americans as they set aside the second
Sunday of every May to show their ap-
preciation, love, and gratitude for the
role of mothers.

Mr. Speaker, let’s also lift our voices
in praise and thanks not only for the
role in which our own mothers play,
but for the contributions the 82.5 mil-
lion American mothers make on a
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