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(3) to establish levee maintenance prior-
ities and an appropriate levee modernization
program; and

(4) for other purposes that further the goal
of identifying or implementing levee im-
provement and modernization measures.

(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), the Federal share of
levee improvement and modernization ac-
tivities carried out with financial assistance
under the program shall be not more than 50
percent.

(2) RURAL AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVAN-
TAGED COMMUNITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of
levee improvement and modernization ac-
tivities carried out in a community de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) with financial
assistance under the program shall be not
more than 65 percent.

(B) COMMUNITIES.—A community described
in this subparagraph is—

(i) a rural community (as determined by
the Director);

(ii) a town with a population of not more
than 20,000 individuals; or

(iii) an area in which the average income is
15 less then the State-wide median income
for the applicable State, as determined by
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

(3) WAIVER.—The Director may waive para-
graph (1) in extreme circumstances, as deter-
mined by the Director.

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
18 months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Director, in consultation with State
and local governments, shall submit to Con-
gress a report evaluating the efforts of the
Director to carry out this section.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Director $400,000,000 to carry out the pro-
gram.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on May 7, 2008, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Turmoil in the Credit Markets: Exam-
ining the Regulation of Investment
Banks by the Securities and Exchange
Commission.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in room
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253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate to conduct a business meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 9:45
a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.,
to hold a nomination hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 2:30 p.m.,
to hold a hearing on international trea-
ties.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 10 a.m. to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Fuel Subsidies: Is
There an Impact on Food Supply and
Prices?”.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Ju-
dicial Nominations” on Wednesday,
May 7, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD-226
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent for the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs to be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 to conduct a
hearing. The Committee will meet in
room 106 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition
Policy and Consumer Rights, be au-
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thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate, to conduct a hearing enti-

tled ‘‘Concentration in Agriculture and
an Examination of the JBS/Swift Ac-

quisitions’ on Wednesday, May 7, 2008,

at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-226 of the

Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SECTOR SOLUTIONS
TO GLOBAL WARMING, OVERSIGHT, AND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH PROTECTION
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on

Environment and Public Works, Sub-

committee on Public Sector Solutions

to Global Warming, Oversight, and

Children’s Health Protection be au-

thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate on Wednesday, May 7, 2008

in room 406 of the Dirksen Senate Of-

fice Building to hold a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Oversight Hearing on Science
and Environmental Regulatory Deci-
sions.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Dionne Thompson, a fellow in
my office, be granted privileges of the
floor for the remainder of the 110th
Congress.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

TEMPORARILY EXTENDING PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE HIGHER
EDUCATION ACT OF 1965

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House on the bill, S. 2929,
to temporarily extend the programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House of Representatives:

S. 2929

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
2929) entitled ‘‘An Act to temporarily extend
the programs under the Higher Education
Act of 1965, do pass with the following
amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION
PROGRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.—Section 2(a) of
the Higher Education Extension Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘April 30, 2008’ and insert-
ing ‘“May 31, 2008".

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section, or in the Higher Education Extension
Act of 2005 as amended by this Act, shall be con-
strued to limit or otherwise alter the authorica-
tions of appropriations for, or the durations of,
programs contained in the amendments made by
the Higher Education Reconciliation Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-171) or by the College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act (Public Law 110-84) to
the provisions of the Higher Education Act of
1965 and the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act
of 2004.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect as if enacted
on April 30, 2008.
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