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disappeared from a hiking trip, Lt. Scaggs, a 
64th ERQS pilot, was called in as the flight 
lead for the rescue. He and the rest of the 
crew prepared themselves in just 2 hours to 
go in search of the hikers. Traveling to the as-
sumed location of the hikers, approximately 
120 miles north of Balad Air Base, the rescue 
crew was able to locate the hikers on the side 
of a mountain sitting at an 80 degree angle. 
The teachers were stranded at an altitude of 
4,700 feet where they were surrounded by 
treacherous terrain. Using careful maneu-
vering, the helicopter was able to fly close 
enough to allow the rescuers to retrieve the 
hikers safely. Their health was immediately 
checked and they were found to be in good 
condition despite being dehydrated and cold. If 
it were not for the actions of Lt. Scaggs and 
the rest of the rescue team, the two lost 
teachers would not have likely survived an-
other night in the harsh conditions. 

Lt. Scaggs and all members of America’s 
Armed Forces deserve appreciation and re-
spect from those they defend. That’s why I am 
proud to stand before you today to honor Lt. 
Evan Scaggs from Sulphur, Oklahoma and 
thank him for his bravery and his servIce. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERRY DEVORE 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the heroism and self 
sacrifice of Olney Springs Fire Chief Terry 
DeVore, 31, who died in the line of duty on 
Tuesday, April 15, 2008, while driving to the 
scene of a brush fire threatening his commu-
nity. 

When Terry heard the distress call Tuesday 
afternoon from nearby Ordway, Colorado, he 
jumped in his fire engine with fellow volunteer 
fireman John Schwartz to try to help. A mas-
sive wild fire was burning across the prairie 
and the smoke was so thick that Terry and 
John could not see the bridge burned out in 
front of them. Terry’s father Bruce, a fire de-
partment volunteer for 36 years, was right be-
hind them when he noticed their taillights dis-
appear. Bruce and the other firefighters 
stopped and tried to fight the inferno in front 
of them, but it was a hopeless fight. 

Terry first started helping his father at the 
fire department when he was 13. He loved his 
town and he loved helping people. Although 
he grew up in Olney Springs, he left for a time 
to work at Rocky Mountain Steel Mills in 
Pueblo, Colorado, before returning home to 
work for the Crowley Correctional Facility. He 
then moved to the Arkansas Valley Correc-
tional Facility where he became a sergeant. 
Terry also volunteered at the Olney Springs 
Fire Department that serves the town’s 350 
residents and served as Fire Chief for the past 
year. 

Terry left behind wife Jennifer, four children 
between the ages of 4 and 10, Ryan, Breann, 
Katy, and Jeremiah, and his parents Bruce 
and Deborah DeVore. ‘‘He was never afraid of 
anything; there was no sense of fear,’’ his 
mother Deborah told a newspaper. ‘‘He loved 
helping people. He was always making jokes, 
pulling pranks on people. He just loved life.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Terry and other men and women who sacrifice 

so much to care for their communities. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in mourning the loss 
of a great American and in expressing heart-
felt gratitude and sincere appreciation for the 
service of Terry DeVore. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I was in my district voting in the 
North Carolina primary election and I missed 
rollcall votes on May 5th, 6th and 7th. I ask 
that the RECORD show that had I been 
present: 

For rollcall No. 240—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 952—I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 241—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Res. 952—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 242—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1011, as amended—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 243—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Res. 1011—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 244—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 245—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 246—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 247—Motion to instruct con-
ferees on H. R. 2419—I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 248—To table the motion to 
reconsider the vote on the motion to instruct 
conferees on H.R. 2419—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 249—To suspend the rules 
and pass H.R. 3658—I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 250—To table the motion to 
reconsider H.R. 3658—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 251—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Con. Res. 317, as amend-
ed—I would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 252—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Con. Res. 317—I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 253—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1109, as amended—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 254—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Res. 1109—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 255—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 256—To suspend the rules 
and pass S. 2929, as amended—I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 257—To table the motion to 
reconsider S. 2929—I would have voted ‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 258—Motion to instruct con-
ferees on H.R. 2419—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 259—To table the motion to 
reconsider the vote on the motion to instruct 
conferees on H.R. 2419—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 260—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 261—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 262—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 263—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1168—I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 264—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Res. 1168—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 265—To suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1155—I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 266—To table the motion to 
reconsider H. Res. 1155—I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; 

For rollcall No. 267—Motion to adjourn—I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; 

For rollcall No. 268—To approve the jour-
nal—I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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ON THE BIRTH OF COOPER 
ADDISON TAYLOR 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am happy to congratulate my long-
time friend and former law partner Heath Pres-
ton Taylor and his wife Julie Hartley Taylor of 
Sandy Run, South Carolina, on the birth of 
their new baby boy. Cooper Addison Taylor 
was born on April 17, 2008, weighing 6 
pounds and 5 ounces. Addison is an old fam-
ily name. Cooper joins an older brother, An-
drew Preston Taylor. He has been born into a 
loving home where he will be raised by par-
ents who are devoted to his well-being and 
bright future. 

I am so excited for this new addition to the 
Taylor family. I want to congratulate Cooper’s 
grandparents George Preston Taylor and Judy 
Wilkes Taylor of Sandy Run, South Carolina, 
and Forrest Andrew Hartley, III, and Barbara 
Bickford Hartley of Atlanta, Georgia. Great 
grandmother is Gladys Taylor of Sandy Run, 
South Carolina. Among the happy aunts and 
uncles are my former law partner Henry H. 
Taylor and his wife Molly D. Taylor of West 
Columbia, South Carolina. 
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RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA ASSEM-
BLY SPEAKER-ELECT KAREN 
BASS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, as chair of the California Democratic 
Congressional Delegation, I rise today to rec-
ognize a historic milestone in California his-
tory. Next week, on Tuesday, May 13, 2008, 
the Honorable Karen Bass will be seated as 
California’s first African American woman 
Speaker of the State Assembly. I would also 
point out, Madam Speaker, that this is the first 
time that an African American woman has 
held this post in any State. 

Speaker-elect Bass was first elected to the 
State Assembly in 2004 to represent the 47th 
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Assembly District which covers parts of Los 
Angeles. Assemblywoman Bass’s leadership 
skills were recognized early on, as she was 
selected in her first term to the influential posi-
tion of Assembly Majority Whip. In her second 
term, Assemblywoman Bass was elevated to 
the powerful post of Assembly Majority Lead-
er. During her first two terms in the State As-
sembly, Speaker-elect Bass had 17 of her bills 
signed into law by Governor Schwarzenegger 
on issues ranging from foster care reform to 
children’s health insurance. 

Before entering elected office, Speaker-elect 
Bass founded and ran the Community Coali-
tion, a community based nonprofit organization 
in South Los Angeles. As Executive Director, 
she built the Community Coalition into an im-
portant social justice organization that empow-
ered residents and helped clean up neighbor-
hoods ravaged by the crack cocaine epidemic. 
Today, the organization is considered a model 
of community engagement throughout the 
country. 

Speaker-elect Bass grew up in the Venice/ 
Fairfax area of Los Angeles, California. She is 
the daughter of DeWitt and Wilhelmina Bass. 
Her father worked as a mail carrier and her 
mother was a full-time stay-at-home mom who 
raised four children. Speaker-elect Bass is a 
graduate of Hamilton High School, received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Health 
Sciences from Cal State Dominguez Hills and 
has a Physician Assistant Certificate from the 
University of Southern California School of 
Medicine. 

Within a matter of a few short years, Speak-
er-elect Bass went from being a community 
organizer to an elected official, and beginning 
next week, will be one of the most influential 
legislative leaders in the largest State in the 
country. Her rapid ascension is a testament to 
not only her leadership skills, but also to her 
dedication to the people that she serves. 

On behalf of all 34 members of the Cali-
fornia Democratic Congressional Delegation, I 
congratulate Speaker-elect Bass on her his-
toric election and look forward to working with 
the new Assembly Speaker as we move for-
ward together to address the issues facing the 
State of California. 
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INTRODUCTING A BILL TO AU-
THORIZE APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE NATIONAL TROPICAL BO-
TANICAL GARDEN 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a bill authorizing appropriations 
for the National Tropical Botanical Garden. 
This is a companion to S. 2220, which was in-
troduced by Senator DANIEL K. AKAKA and co-
sponsored by Senators DANIEL K. INOUYE, BILL 
NELSON, and MEL MARTINEZ. S. 2220 was ap-
proved by the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee on April 10, 2008. I am 
joined in introducing this bill by Congressman 
NEIL ABERCROMBIE of Hawaii and Congress-
woman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida. 

The Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden was 
chartered by Congress in 1964; it was re-
named the National Tropical Botanical Garden 
in 1988 through an Act of Congress. The pur-

poses of the garden as set forth in the 1964 
charter was to: establish, develop, operate 
and maintain an education and scientific cen-
ter with libraries, herbaria, laboratories and 
museums appropriate and necessary for en-
couraging and conducting research in basic 
and applied tropical botany; foster and encour-
age fundamental research with respect to trop-
ical plant life and to encourage research and 
study of the uses of tropical flora in agri-
culture, forestry, horticulture, medicine and 
other sciences; disseminate through publica-
tions and other media the knowledge acquired 
at the gardens relative to basic and applied 
tropical botany; collect and cultivate tropical 
flora of every nature and origin and to pre-
serve for the people of the United States spe-
cies of tropical plant life threatened with ex-
tinction; and provide a beneficial facility that 
will contribute to the education, instruction, 
and recreation of the people of the United 
States. 

Although its charter does not include author-
ization of appropriations, the National Tropical 
Botanical Garden has endeavored, with nota-
ble success, to live up to the goals set forth 
in its charter. Its work has been almost exclu-
sively supported by private donations from in-
dividuals and foundations. Operating support 
of nearly $100 million has been provided 
through donations in the 43 years of the Gar-
den’s existence; assets valued at $50 million, 
including endowments, trusts, land, buildings, 
and rare books are owned by the Garden. 
During its 43 years, the Garden has received 
less than $5 million in federal grants and con-
tracts. The National Tropical Botanical Garden 
files an audit report with the Senate each year 
by an independent auditing firm in accordance 
with the terms of its Congressional Charter. 

The National Tropical Botanical Garden 
manages five tropical botanical gardens and 
three preserves, which comprise 1,800 acres. 
Four of the gardens and the three preserves 
are in Hawaii’s second Congressional District, 
which I represent. One of the gardens is lo-
cated in Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN’s dis-
trict in Florida. More than a collection of beau-
tiful and rare plants, the National Tropical Bo-
tanical Garden also has important research 
and educational facilities. These include the 
Loy McCandless Marks Botanical Library, the 
largest and most important botanical/horti-
cultural library collection in Hawaii, and a 
major regional herbarium used by scientists 
throughout the world. 

The Garden conducts world-class, state-of- 
the-art tropical biodiversity research and con-
servation, which distinguishes it from display- 
oriented gardens and parks in the United 
States and abroad. The Garden has extensive 
national and international alliances with botan-
ical gardens, universities, and research cen-
ters. It has a visiting scientist program and the 
library is used by a wide array of scientists, in-
cluding federal researchers. However, these 
facilities badly need to be updated. The Gar-
den has a plan to construct a new Botanical 
Research Center. Such a Center would bring 
the Garden’s significant botanical, research, 
and rare book libraries and its unique and im-
portant herbarium collections together under 
one roof, along with research laboratories, of-
fices, and dedicated space for students and 
visiting researchers. 

The Garden’s research focuses on field re-
search, including discovering new species; 
documenting and conserving ecosystems, en-

dangered species, and cultural knowledge; 
and addressing invasive species and restora-
tion ecology issues. Its scientists are involved 
in a number of international science programs 
focused primarily on the Pacific Islands. 

Some 90 percent of all biodiversity exists in 
the tropics. Hawaii, the only U.S. State in the 
tropics, is home to more endangered plants 
and animals than any other State. This is due 
to the high percentage of unique, endemic 
species that evolved because of Hawaii’s geo-
graphic isolation and their susceptibility to the 
impacts of aggressive nonnative species and 
diseases. However, over the past 30 years, 
the National Tropical Botanical Garden has re-
discovered some two dozen species that were 
thought to be extinct and discovered 30 new 
species previously unknown to science. Many 
of the species that the Garden is working to 
preserve and protect hold promise for the fu-
ture development of drugs to cure diseases. 
The Garden’s research teams conduct 
ethnobotanical research to study and docu-
ment how indigenous people used plants. 
Ethnobotanical fieldwork is augmented by lab-
oratory studies using state-of-the-art tech-
nology to determine a plant’s molecular com-
position and medicinal properties. This re-
search has yielded potential new anti-HIV 
medication and provided clues to the genesis 
of ALS and Parkinson’s disease. 

While the National Tropical Botanical Gar-
den has achieved much over the past four 
decades, there is so much work that is need-
ed. Although the primary support for the Gar-
den will always be private funding, it is fitting 
that we have an opportunity to appropriate 
funds to support this institution in achieving its 
Congressional Charter. Our bill authorizes an-
nual appropriations up to $500,000 for oper-
ation and maintenance expenses. The 2008 
budget for the Garden is $9 million, 95 percent 
of which will be provided from private sources. 

I invite all of my colleagues to come to Ha-
waii or Florida to visit the National Tropical 
Botanical Garden and to observe firsthand the 
important conservation and research activities 
taking place. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting this bill. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO PHILMORE 
GRAHAM 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today and invite my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Philmore Graham, of 
Vallejo, California, for his many years of serv-
ice to our Nation and our community. Mr. 
Graham has provided remarkable leadership 
to our young people during his lifetime, espe-
cially by founding and then expanding the 
Continentals of Omega Boys and Girls Club. 

Philmore Graham, the ninth of ten siblings, 
was born August 29, 1938, to now deceased 
parents, John Archie and Louise Graham, in 
Laurinburg, North Carolina. He attended 
Laurinburg and Lincoln Heights High Schools 
and was a well-rounded student with a 3.9 
grade point average. He was president of his 
class from eighth grade through the comple-
tion of high school, was captain of the football 
team, played basketball and was principal for 
a day. 
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