May 8, 2008

stood on the front lines in confronting
those who would use terror against ci-
vilian populations as a means of bring-
ing about political change.

Throughout that time, the United
States has stood for the political inde-
pendence and the physical security of
the State of Israel. But we usually find
ourselves as being in the rear echelons
as standing behind Israel more than
standing beside Israel. But not any
more.

Ever since 9/11, we in the United
States have come to realize that we’re
members of the same club, that we,
too, stand on the front lines alongside
Israel in an ongoing war on terror. We
not only belong to the same philo-
sophical society, we’re also serving in
the same outfit.

As we congratulate Israel on its 60th
birthday, we look forward to the day
when each of us will be able to devote
less of our national treasures to the
vital work of survival and national de-
fense and be able, instead, to devote
more of our national treasures to more
profitable enterprises.

On behalf of my fellow Georgians, I
congratulate Israel on this milestone,
and I pledge my best efforts to making
the next 60 years of our relationship to-
gether years of peace and prosperity.

———

STOP HOLDING THE VOTE ON H.R.
3058 HOSTAGE

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, by refusing to renew the county
payments program, Congress has bro-
ken its pledge to rural areas all across
this country like Lake County, Oregon,
where Federal land covers 61 percent of
the county.

Lake County has had to cut its road
department from 42 people to 14, the
equipment is aging and overworked, it
needs maintenance on the roads that’s
being deferred. In this winter’s record
snowfall, or near-record, Lake County
had to call in the Oregon Air National
Guard to come in and help plow the
streets so the safety vehicles could get
through this county that’s larger than
the States of Connecticut and Dela-
ware combined. Now they will be forced
to let paved roads revert to gravel.

H.R. 3058 would solve this problem
and would help keep the roads open in
Lake County and schools open
throughout the west. Yet H.R. 3058 is
still held hostage on the Union Cal-
endar. It’s been approved by the com-
mittees of this House. It has been held
hostage since January 15. This is day
114.

All we’re asking is that the majority
schedule it for a vote on this House
floor. Let us vote on secure rural
schools and roads just to vote. That’s
all. Let’s keep the commitment of the
Federal Government for 100 years to
these rural communities where Federal
land makes up the bulk of their coun-
ties.
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I call on the Democrat leadership,
day 114 held hostage, H.R. 3058, bring it
up for a vote.
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JONELL STINNETT

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to tell the story of Jonell Stinnett
from my district in Fairdale, Ken-
tucky. Here are her words:

“My story is about my brother and
his wife who died last September.
Carol, my sister-in-law, had colon can-
cer for over 7 years. She took chemo
for the last 5 years of her life.

“My brother had a heart attack 2
years after she was diagnosed. A week
after his heart surgery, he had a mas-
sive stroke which paralyzed his right
side, and then he got a diabetic ulcer
on his foot and finally had to have his
leg amputated.

‘““Needless to say, their medical bills
were massive. They lost everything
they had worked for their whole life. I
take care of him now, and he needed to
file bankruptcy. He needs a ramp to get
out his front door, a safe way to take a
shower, but there is no help anywhere.

“I believe as an American citizen
who has worked, paid taxes, and served
his country in the Armed Forces, there
should be some sort of help. I don’t
know what, but with all the intelligent
people in Washington, it seems they
could come up with some kind of plan
for people like these so they don’t lose
all they have made.”

That was Jonell Stinnett, one voice
from Kentucky’s Third District.

——
GAS PRICES

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because high gas prices are plac-
ing an increasingly heavy burden on
everyone, including my fellow West
Virginians. As gas prices continue to
spike, we deserve a sound energy policy
that creates new domestic sources of
energy, increases supply and puts
downward pressure on gas prices.

I've supported anti-gouging legisla-
tion and called on the President to halt
shipments to the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, which could increase supply
and possibly save as much as 24 cents
from the price of a gallon of gas.

We’ve also increased fuel economy
standards to make each gallon stretch
a little further. Yet West Virginians
deserve a more comprehensive, long-
term solution that provides real sta-
bility and actually leads to the cre-
ation of new energy.

From clean coal to oil exploration
and drilling to our desperate need for
new refineries to expanded natural gas
exploration, we have a wide range of
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options and ways to make a difference.
Unfortunately, many of my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle have
stood in the way of a truly comprehen-
sive energy policy.

It’s time that Congress stop the rhet-
oric and work for real solutions.

———

NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION
ACT OF 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SoL1s). Pursuant to House Resolution
1174 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the further consideration of the
bill, H.R. 5818.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5818) to authorize the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to
make loans to States to acquire fore-
closed housing and to make grants to
States for related costs, with Mr.
McNULTY (Acting Chairman) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the
Committee of the Whole rose on
Wednesday, May 7, 2008, a request for a
recorded vote on amendment No. 7
printed in House Report 110-621 by the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE) had been postponed.

Pursuant to clause 6 of rule XVIII,
proceedings will now resume on those
amendments printed in House Report
110-621 on which further proceedings
were postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 4 by Mr. HENSARLING
of Texas.

Amendment No. 7 by Mr. ALTMIRE of
Pennsylvania.

The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes
the time for any electronic vote after
the first vote in this series.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. HENSARLING

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The unfin-
ished business is the demand for a re-
corded vote on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HENSARLING) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the noes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment
HENSARLING:

Page 2, line 10, strike ‘‘and grant”’.

Page 3, line 1, strike ‘‘and grants”’.

Page 3, line 10, strike “AND GRANTS”.

Page 3, line 13, strike ‘‘make grants under
section 5(a) to qualified States and’.

Page 3, lines 18 and 19, strike ‘‘make a
grant under this Act only to a State, and
may’’.

Page 4, line 25, strike ‘‘grant and’’.

Page 5, line 3, strike ‘‘grant and’’.

Page 5, line 7, strike ‘‘grant or”’.

Page 6, line 8, strike ‘‘grant and’’.

Page 6, lines 21 and 22, strike
amounts, and for”.

the

No. 4 offered by Mr.

‘“‘grant
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