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during the 17th Party Congress in Octo-
ber of last year, during which the party
leadership for the next 5 years was en-
dorsed. Between April and September,
access to over 18,000 Web sites was
blocked.

The Committee to Protect Journal-
ists reported that in September of 2007,
security agencies in several regions or-
dered Internet data centers, which host
large numbers of Web sites and blogs,
to suspend their service, or disable
interactive features such as bulletin
boards and comment sections during
the Congress’ meeting.

In an apparent effort to overcome dif-
ficulties monitoring audio-visual con-
tent with automated filtering tech-
nology, the government issued a regu-
lation requiring Web sites with audio
visual context to apply for permits. I
guess that would pretty well put
YouTube and other like Web sites out
of business.

The regulation, which affects ap-
proximately 60,000 sites in China, also
banned audio-visual content deemed to
fall into vaguely defined categories
such as opposing the principles of the
People’s Republic of China constitu-
tion, harming national unity, contrib-
uting to ethnic divisions or disrupting
social harmony.

So if there were entrepreneurs who
wanted to start a Chinese version of
YouTube, unless they register, unless
YouTube registers, that would be pro-
hibited. Indeed the content on those
sites would be strictly scrutinized by
the Chinese government. According to
Freedom House, in some instances re-
strictions were imposed on a local
level, after bloggers supported a pro-
test against construction of a chemical
factory.

Near the southern City of Xiamen,
the local government adopted meas-
ures requiring Internet users to provide
their real names when posting material
on more than 100,000 Web sites reg-
istered in the city. The Chinese govern-
ment demands that individual service
providers monitor content. These pro-
viders filter searches, block Web sites,
delete content and monitor e-mail traf-
fic.

The Chinese language search engines
of many U.S. firms filter search results
and restrict access to information
about topics deemed sensitive by the
government. These include searches
such as Falun Gong, Tibetan independ-
ence, and human rights.

U.S. filters have to adopt certain re-
strictions. U.S. sites, like YouTube and
others, are subject to the same scru-
tiny. In 2007, more than 20 companies,
some American, were forced to sign a
self-disciplined pact which forces them
to censor the content to blogs they
host in China as bloggers to provide
their real identity and to delete post-
ings considered illegal and unhealthy.

Despite all this discouraging news
there is a silver lining, though, the
government’s efforts are not foolproof.
Brave and determined bloggers contin-
ually pop up, change addresses, hide be-
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hind proxy servers, and use a range of
tactics to side-step government censor-
ship and spread good information to
the Chinese public.

But it’s our hope that these bloggers
and our journalists someday will not
have to use these extreme measures.
We would like to see China reconsider
its regulation and censorship of the
media. As we mentioned at the outset
tonight, press freedom provides a valu-
able, economic and social benefit that
is in China’s best interest to ensure
free and independent media.

We in this country have a great ad-
miration for the Chinese people. They
are extraordinarily talented, gifted, re-
sourceful people with a great future
ahead of them. It’s our sincere view
that we do no service to our relation-
ship with China not to encourage in
the most forceful way freedom of the
press in that country.

We hope, many of us, that the Olym-
pic Games would give China that op-
portunity to move forward and make
progress, and we are disappointed that
we have not seen that progress that the
Chinese government representative
would make, and, yet, we push forward.

Tonight we think about those jour-
nalists, some held longer than any oth-
ers in China, and we urge the Chinese
government to step forward to recog-
nize the benefits to China itself of a
free press and free media, to free jour-
nalists who are imprisoned for doing
work important to the Chinese people.

We hope that these efforts will be un-
dertaken soon, that some of the jour-
nalists that we profiled here tonight
will be released back into the warmth
of their own families and their own
homes, whether they are in China or
Eritrea or in Cuba or in so many parts
of the world. That is our fond hope and
desire and the raison d’etre of our cau-
cus on freedom of the press.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. COHEN (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of attend-
ing funeral.

Ms. McCoLLUM of Minnesota (at the
request of Mr. HOYER) for today from
12:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Mr. CAMPBELL of California (at the
request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on
account of illness.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SHERMAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.
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(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. TERRY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, May 15.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, May 15.

Mr. KELLER of Florida, for 5 minutes,
May 14.

Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, May 14.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. Con. Res. 72. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of the Inter-
national Year of Sanitation, the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, May 12,
2008, at 2 p.m.

———

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Neil Abercrombie, Gary L. Ackerman, Rob-
ert B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex-
ander, Thomas H. Allen, Jason Altmire, Rob-
ert E. Andrews, Michael A. Arcuri, Joe Baca,
Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bachus, Brian
Baird, Richard H. Baker, Tammy Baldwin, J.
Gresham Barrett, John Barrow, Roscoe G.
Bartlett, Joe Barton, Melissa L. Bean, Xa-
vier Becerra, Shelley Berkley, Howard L.
Berman, Marion Berry, Judy Biggert, Brian
P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop,
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop,
Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, Roy
Blunt, John A. Boehner, Jo Bonner, Mary
Bono, John Boozman, Madeleine Z. Bordallo,
Dan Boren, Leonard L. Boswell, Rick Bou-
cher, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., Allen Boyd,
Nancy E. Boyda, Kevin Brady, Robert A.
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Paul C. Broun,
Corrine Brown, Henry E. Brown, Jr., Ginny
Brown-Waite, Vern Buchanan, Michael C.
Burgess, Dan Burton, G.K. Butterfield, Steve
Buyer,

Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, John Campbell,
Chris Cannon, Eric Cantor, Shelley Moore
Capito, Lois Capps, Michael E. Capuano,
Dennis A. Cardoza, Russ Carnahan, Chris-
topher P. Carney, André Carson, Julia Car-
son, John R. Carter, Michael N. Castle,
Kathy Castor, Donald J. Cazayoux, Jr., Steve
Chabot, Ben Chandler, Donna M.
Christensen, Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy
Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E. Clyburn,
Howard Coble, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, K.
Michael Conaway, John Conyers, Jr., Jim
Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F. Costello, Joe
Courtney, Robert E. (Bud) Cramer, Jr.,
Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley, Barbara
Cubin, Henry Cuellar, John Abney
Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, Artur Davis,
Danny K. Davis, David Davis, Geoff Davis, Jo
Ann Davis, Lincoln Davis, Susan A. Davis,
Tom Davis, Nathan Deal, Peter A. DeFazio,
Diana DeGette, William D. Delahunt, Rosa
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