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youth awaiting community mental health serv-
ices. | am alarmed by this number and there-
fore support H. Res. 1134 because it recog-
nizes the dual need for preventative mental
and physical healthcare.

Last year, | introduced H. Con. Res. 86 to
express the sense of Congress that an appro-
priate month should be recognized as Bebe
Moore Campbell National Minority Mental
Health Awareness Month. Bebe Moore Camp-
bell was a premier journalist who, before her
untimely death, authored a children’s book ti-
tled, Sometimes My Mommy Gets Angry, win-
ner of the National Alliance for the Mentally i
Outstanding Literature Award. Through this
story of how a little girl copes with being
reared by her mentally ill mother, Moore
Campbell was able to raise public awareness
on mental health issues and heighten the con-
sciousness of this topic within minority com-
munities.

We must strive to accomplish the goals and
ideals associated with Mental Health Month in
order to alleviate the obstacles and burdens
many people and families who are affected by
mental illness face on a daily basis. Again, |
would like to affirm my support of H. Res.
1134.

—————

ON THE FORECLOSURE
PREVENTION ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, this legisla-
tion represents a fair, common sense solution
that will allow homeowners to stay in their
homes, and help stabilize the housing market.
| would like to extend my gratitude to Chair-
man FRANK for his hard work on this legisla-
tion, which will be of critical importance in
Michigan, where are there are thousands of
homeowners in danger of foreclosure. | am
especially pleased that this bill includes legis-
lation which | cosponsored that would provide
up to $300 billion in new loan guarantees to
help refinance at-risk borrowers into viable
mortgages. In addition, this legislation includes
important provisions that expand homeowner-
ship opportunities for veterans, seniors, and
first-time homebuyers.

This legislation will help both homeowners
and lenders, but this is no bailout. Lenders
who participate will have to take a loss, but
their losses under this program will be far less
than if these properties go into foreclosure.
Borrowers who realize a profit when they sell
their home must return some of that profit to
the government. The United States provided
similar leadership during the New Deal using
a program run by the Home Owners’ Loan
Corporation (HOLC). Much like the HOLC, this
program stands to save millions of homes
from foreclosure at a minimum cost to the tax-
payers.

| would especially like to thank Chairman
FRANK for his assistance in securing passage
of a provision important to the residents of
Parkview Apartments in Ypsilanti, Michigan. |
have been working for 4 years now to try to
facilitate the transfer of this property to Ypsi-
lanti Housing Authority. Chairman FRANK and
the staff of the Financial Services Committee
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have been instrumental in these efforts, which
are designed to clarify Congressional intent re-
garding certain properties that entered the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) property disposition process prior to the
enactment of the Deficit Reduction Act (DRA)
but where the initial proposed disposition was
delayed.

While | believe that Parkview is already sub-
ject to the grandfathering provision of the
DRA, this provision clarifies that such prop-
erties should be considered “pre-DRA” prop-
erties, and that HUD should proceed with its
prior disposition contracts as to those prop-
erties. This provision is one of many that was
included in legislation that passed the House
last year, and is now being included in this bill
as part of a comprehensive housing package.
This legislation is of the utmost importance to
the Congress, and it is my hope and expecta-
tion that it will soon be enacted into law.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, | would like to
state for the record my position on the fol-
lowing vote | missed on Tuesday, May 13,
2008. If present, | would have voted “yes”
during rollcall No. 306 on H. Res. 1181, Ex-
pressing condolences and sympathy to the
people of Burma for the grave loss of life and
vast destruction caused by Cyclone Nargis.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, | regret
that | was unavoidably detained in my Con-
gressional District in Texas on Tuesday, May
13, 2008. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes” on rollcall votes 306, 307, and
308.

———————

ISRAEL’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOE SESTAK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate and honor Israel on the 60th
anniversary of its founding—May 14, 1948.
Over the past 60 years, the United States and
Israel have developed a close friendship
based on our common democratic values and
security interests. | strongly believe that it is in
our Nation’s best interest to further strengthen
our relations with Israel and create a peaceful
Middle East.

There are over 3,500 Holocaust survivors
living in the Greater Philadelphia region, and
many are in my district. These men and
women serve as a constant reminder to me to
the history and birth of this nation. | have been
to Israel numerous times in the Navy, and | re-
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cently met with Israeli Ambassador to the
United States, Salai Mender, and Com-
mander-in-Chief for the Israeli Navy, Eli
Marom, to discuss how our countries’ relation-
ship can be developed further.

Our conversation touched on our nations’
economic relationship: the United States is
Israel's top trading partners and American
companies have significant investments in
Israel’'s economy. | believe Congress has vest-
ed interest in continuing this economic rela-
tionship.

Furthermore, we discussed the state of
Israeli’s military as well as foreign affairs, from
Iraq and the Global War on Terrorism to the
close relationship between Israel and the
United States and their militaries. | firmly be-
lieve our economies would mutually benefit in-
cluding the potential of a joint venture between
the United States and lIsrael, such as the de-
velopment of Littoral Combat Ships.

Joint ventures would result in great mutual
benefit by providing not only greater interoper-
ability between American and Israeli mili-
taries—while also driving down costs for pro-
curement by working together—but would also
greatly enhance the already strong relation-
ship between these two countries.

More than our common bond of trade and
security, however, our people share the com-
mon belief of Theodore Herzl, who once said
“if you will it, it is no dream.” A safe and se-
cure Israel is necessary not only for the peo-
ple of Israel, but for the future of the demo-
cratic world. | stand here to affirm my commit-
ment to enhancing the relationship between
our nations and to congratulate Israel on its
60th anniversary.

———

JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, it is an
honor to join my colleagues in observing the
third annual Jewish American Heritage Month,
JAHM, which takes place over the entire
month of May.

As you know, Jewish American Heritage
Month allows us to annually recognize the his-
toric contributions of the Jewish community to
our Nation. The Jewish community has a rich
history in the growth of America as we know
it today, dating back nearly four centuries to
the founding of our country, and it is essential
that Congress along with local and State offi-
cials work together to promote greater aware-
ness about the contributions of this multi-
faceted group of people to the fabric of Amer-
ica.

While American Jews make up only a small
percentage of our Nation’s population, their
contributions have been significant in a num-
ber of arenas including technology, literature,
entertainment, politics, and medicine, as well
as many other parts of our society and culture.
In celebration of these contributions, commu-
nities across the Nation—including many in
South Florida, which | am privileged to rep-
resent—have scheduled creative programming
and discussion to honor these great Jewish
Americans who have helped build this Nation.

The programming, which will take places
across the country, will also provide an impor-
tant platform for the discussion of Judaism
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and Jewish culture in areas of our Nation
where Americans have had little or no inter-
action with members of the Jewish community.
Given that anti-Semitism unfortunately remains
prevalent throughout the country, it is more
important than ever that we work to break
down barriers and address ignorance and in-
tolerance, which too often leads to anti-Semi-
tism, xenophobia, and hate.

| am proud to stand with the American Jew-
ish Community during the month of May to
highlight past achievements and the ongoing
contributions of a community that cares deeply
about the well-being and future of this Nation.
| urge all of my colleagues as well as the
American people to join me in recognizing the
myriad of contributions of the American Jewish
community throughout this month and to take
concrete steps to observe JAHM.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTMENT
OF INTERIOR 2008 HONOR AWARD
RECIPIENTS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize an outstanding group
of men and women in Northern Virginia. Each
year, the Department of the Interior recognizes
individuals who have contributed immensely to
their departments with the Honor Awards
Ceremony.

There are several types of Honor Awards
that can be awarded to an employee: the Dis-
tinguished Service Award, the Safety Award,
and the Valor Award. The Distinguished Serv-
ice Award recognizes individuals that have
gone above and beyond expectations and
contributed to the Department. The Safety
Award recognizes safety and health employ-
ees who performed outstanding service and
played an important role in the Department.
The Valor Award is given to individuals that
demonstrated courage when they faced dan-
gerous situations.

It is with great pride that we enter into the
record the names of the recipients of the 2008
Honor Awards. Receiving the Distinguished
Service Award: Ms. Barbara L. Chadwick; Mr.
Robert Labelle; Mr. David Bama; Mr. Bruce
Sheaffer; and The Safety Award: Ms. Louis
Rowe.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, we would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the men and
women who serve in the Department of Inte-
rior. Their efforts, made on behalf of the Amer-
ican public, are selfless acts of heroism and
truly merit our highest praise. We ask our col-
leagues to join us in applauding this group of
remarkable citizens.

STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN
JOHN CONYERS, JR.

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to voice
my strong support for H. Res. 1134, sup-
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porting the goals and ideals of Mental Health
Month. This legislation applauds the hard work
of practitioners and national and community
organizations in promoting mental health
awareness, and supports improving the overall
quality of life for those with mental illness. H.
Res. 1134 also supports the findings of the
President’s Commission on Mental Health that
the nation’s failure to prioritize mental health is
a national tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, mental health is no less impor-
tant than physical health. In fact, as science is
proving, mental health and physical health are
intertwined in complex ways that are only be-
ginning to be understood. The relationship be-
tween depression and heart disease is just
one example of the inherent symbiosis of psy-
chiatric and somatic illnesses.

Just as the heart is the organ upon which
heart disease preys, the brain is the organ
plagued by diseases of the mind. Likewise,
death as a result of suicide is no less tragic
than death secondary to a heart attack. Those
suffering from severe psychiatric illness should
not be held to a lesser standard of care than
those suffering from physical illnesses.

Ensuring access to appropriate services is
central to improving the quality of life for those
with mental iliness. The issue of mental health
insurance parity, in my opinion, is a civil rights
issue. Inequity of coverage with regard to
mental health and substance abuse treatment
benefits is tantamount to discrimination
against the mentally ill, and it reinforces the
strategy of insurance companies to deny care
rather than provide care.

The mental health community scored a vic-
tory for its patients earlier this year when the
House voted to pass H.R. 1424, the “Paul
Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity
Act of 2007.”

It has taken courage on the part of Con-
gressmen like my colleague PATRICK KENNEDY
to stand up to special interests and “do the
right thing” when it comes to ending discrimi-
nation against the mentally ill and standing up
to health insurance companies. There is still
work to be done before a mental health insur-
ance parity bill is signed into law. Hopefully,
the bill will soon be reconciled into a form
which will benefit psychiatric patients and end
discrimination against the mentally ill.

Mr. Speaker, let us applaud the tireless
work and unending determination of those
fighting to improve the lives of the mentally ill.
Let us also be reminded that there is much
work to be done before the stigma associated
with mental iliness is ended, and the lives of
those suffering from mental iliness are valued
as much as those suffering from other medical
illnesses.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | wish to clarify my vote on
Ordering the Previous Question on the Rule
for the Conference Report on S. Con. Res. 70,
the Budget Resolution.

In the 109th Congress, the Florida delega-
tion, on a bi-partisan basis, worked hard to
protect Florida’s environmental treasures. The
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bill we achieved passage of, Public Law 109—
432 (HR 6111), provided Florida with 125 mile
protection off our coast. Furthermore, the leg-
islation codified the ban on drilling within the
“military mission line”—approximately 234
miles from Tampa—to provide even more pro-
tection for Florida’s west coast through the
year 2022. | strongly support the current ban.
| also believe other states should have the
right to search for energy if they wish to do so.

———

LETTER TO PRESIDENT BUSH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | sent the
following letter to the President on May 13,
2008:

President GEORGE W. BUSH,
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC.

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH: I strongly urge you
to reconsider Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice’s trip to the Czech Republic in early
June to sign the European Ground-Based
Mid-Course Defense, GMD, agreement. You
have urged that the United States Ballistic
Missile Defense System must include a Euro-
pean theatre to defend the country against
an Iranian deployment of Intercontinental
Ballistic Missiles, ICBM. I remain uncon-
vinced that the arguments for the European
GMD are valid.

The claim that the GMD will prevent a
missile attack on the United States stands
in contravention of the facts. Iran would
have to overcome the many technical dif-
ficulties associated with development and
deployment of long-range ballistic missiles.
The longest range missile that Iran has test-
ed is 1,600 kilometers. The straight line dis-
tance from Tehran to Washington, D.C. is
10,186 Kkilometers. The United States has
never deployed a missile with this range. Our
longest range missile, the MX or Peace-
keeper, has a range of approximately 8,000
kilometers. Only five countries have de-
ployed any long-range ballistic missiles to
date.

In fact, it is conceivable that the U.S. will
have its own technical difficulties to over-
come before such a system can be proven via-
ble. Two stage interceptors, proposed to be
used in the European GMD, have never be-
fore been flight tested and therefore have no
proven track record of viability. The Test
and Evaluation department of the Pentagon
cautions that many more tests under real-
istic conditions would be needed before con-
ceding our capability to shoot down an offen-
sive missile.

The citizens of the Czech Republic and Po-
land clearly reject the proposed agreement.
Public opinion polls in the Czech Republic
reflect strong opposition to the placement of
the radar in their country. A poll conducted
in the summer of 2007 shows that three-quar-
ters of the population is calling for a public
referendum on the proposed agreement.
Opinion polls show that a consistent major-
ity of the Polish public is opposed to the
agreement and argues that they feel no par-
ticular threat from Iran. However, they indi-
cated that the installment of interceptors
would strain diplomatic relations with Rus-
sia. Similar concerns have been voiced about
the prospect of Czech participation in the in-
stallment of the radar.

The GMD proposal has by some accounts
exacerbated U.S.-Russia relations. The U.S.
has shared information but not meaningfully
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