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CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
BURMA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-113)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publica-
tion, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20,
2008.

The crisis between the United States
and Burma arising from the actions
and policies of the Government of
Burma, including its engaging in large-
scale repression of the democratic op-
position in Burma, that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on
May 20, 1997, and its expansion on Octo-
ber 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has not
been resolved. These actions and poli-
cies are hostile to U.S. interests and
pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency with respect to Burma and
maintain in force the sanctions against
Burma to respond to this threat. This
action does not inhibit any efforts on
the part of the United States to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance to the
people of Burma in the aftermath of
Cyclone Nargis.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 16, 2008.

———
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COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT LIAISON, THE HONOR-
ABLE STENY HOYER, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Jamie Grove, Con-
stituent Liaison, the Honorable STENY
HOYER, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 9, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena, issued in
the District Court of Charles County, Mary-
land, for testimony in a criminal case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
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ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.
Sincerely,
JAMIE GROVE,
Constituent Liaison.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken tomorrow.

——
CORAL REEF ECOSYSTEMS

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 300)
recognizing the necessity for the
United States to maintain its signifi-
cant leadership role in improving the
health and promoting the resiliency of
coral reef ecosystems, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 300

Whereas coral reef ecosystems are among
the world’s most biologically diverse and
productive marine habitats, and are often de-
scribed as the tropical rain forest of the
oceans;

Whereas healthy coral reef ecosystems pro-
vide the basis for subsistence, commercial
fisheries, and coastal and marine tourism
and are of vital economic importance to
coastal States and territories of the United
States including Florida, Hawaii, Georgia,
Texas, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands;

Whereas healthy coral reef ecosystems
function as natural, regenerating coastal
barriers, protecting shorelines and coastal
areas from high waves, storm surges, and ac-
companying losses of human life and prop-
erty:

Whereas the coral reef research commu-
nity has long established that coral reefs are
subject to a wide range of natural and an-
thropogenic threats, including climate
change;

Whereas the health of coral reef eco-
systems is at serious risk due to a variety of
human activities, both local and global;

Whereas protecting and conserving coral
reef ecosystems is an urgent issue, but they
may be preserved if we act now;

Whereas changing climate is potentially
one of the most significant long-term influ-
ences on the structure and function of coral
reef ecosystems, including the devastating
effects of ocean acidification and rising
ocean temperatures;

Whereas a wide variety of destructive fish-
ing practices, including the use of cyanide,
other poisons, surfactants, and explosives,
are contributing to the global decline of
coral reef ecosystems;

Whereas the United States has taken
measures to protect national coral reef re-
sources through the designation and man-
agement of several marine protected areas
located in both the Pacific and Caribbean,
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through building local management capac-
ity, and by supporting effective management
and sound research to preserve, sustain, and
restore valuable coral reef ecosystems;

Whereas our Nation’s coral reef ecosystems
provide benefit and opportunity to all, and
conservation of these important resources
requires the coordinated efforts of the many
Federal agencies and State, territory, and
commonwealth partners that comprise the
U.S. Coral Reef Task Force and our many
nongovernmental, international, and aca-
demic partners;

Whereas the United States, acting through
its agencies, has established itself as a global
leader in coral reef ecosystem stewardship
by launching and remaining an active and
engaged participant in the International
Coral Reef Initiative, and by maintaining
professional networks for the purposes of
sharing knowledge and information on coral
reef ecosystems, furnishing near real-time
data collected at coral reef sites, providing a
repository for historical data relating to
coral reefs, and making substantial contribu-
tions to the general body of coral reef knowl-
edge; and

Whereas 2008 has been declared the ‘“‘Inter-
national Year of the Reef”” by the coral reef
research community and over 40 national
and international coral reef research, con-
servation, and academic organizations: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress recog-
nizes the necessity for the United States to
maintain its significant leadership role in
improving the health and promoting the re-
siliency of coral reef ecosystems, by—

(1) strengthening awareness about ecologi-
cal, economic, social, and cultural values of
coral reefs and associated ecosystems;

(2) improving understanding of the critical
threats to coral reefs and generating both
practical and innovative solutions to reduce
those threats; and

(3) initiating the prompt development and
implementation of effective management
strategies for the conservation and sustain-
able use of those ecosystems.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 300 rec-
ognizes the necessity for the United
States to maintain its significant lead-
ership role in improving the health and
promoting resiliency of coral reef eco-
systems.

Coral reef ecosystems are not only
economically important to commercial
fisheries and marine tourism of many
places, including my own district of
Guam, but they also act as natural pro-
tective coastal barriers during storm
surges and high waves.
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