May 22, 2008

2007, the President signed the Pool and
Spa Safety Act into law.

One of the most touching moments in
my time in the Senate was that day in
December when I was able to call Scott
Taylor from the Senate cloakroom to
let him know that the pool safety bill
had passed. Abbey may have been a
small girl, but there is no doubt she
had a super-sized impact on our world.

From the beginning, Abbey said she
wanted her story told so that it would
make a difference. And it did. Although
Abbey is no longer with us, she will al-
ways live on through this important
new law that will protect other chil-
dren so they do not have to suffer what
she did. I am certain that this new law
would not have passed except for the
inspiring courage of Abbey Taylor and
her family. It was their gift to all the
children of America.

The city of Edina, MN, will designate
May 24, 2008, as Abigail Taylor Day the
day Abigail would have celebrated her
seventh birthday.

On May 24, I ask that we join in hon-
oring Abbey Taylor, ‘‘Amazing Abi-
gail” as we called her, and keep the en-
tire Taylor family—Scott, Katey,
Grace, Christina, and Audrey—in our
thoughts. We owe them all a debt of
gratitude for their courage and their
pursuit of a safer America for all our
children.

——
ENHANCING SCIENCE, TECH-
NOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND
MATHEMATICS ACT OF 2008
Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, last

year, I was proud to cosponsor America
COMPETES, legislation which ad-
dressed many issues essential to main-
taining America’s competitive leader-
ship in an increasing competitive and
technological global marketplace. I
was heartened by the bipartisan sup-
port for that effort. Today, I rise to
urge my colleagues to join me and my
friend from Indiana, Mr. LUGAR, in ex-
tending that effort, by supporting leg-
islation to enhance education efforts in

science, technology, engineering and
mathematics—the fields known as
STEM.

Strengthening STEM education is
important not only to foster the inno-
vation needed to ensure our nation’s
future prosperity, but also so that
every citizen can benefit from our de-
mocracy’s ever-increasing pace of tech-
nological and scientific advance. Fed-
eral agencies currently administer
more than a hundred different STEM
education programs, with over
$3,000,000,000 spent annually. Yet there
is little coherence among these efforts.
There is a clear need for increased co-
ordination of STEM education among
states, and between the efforts of fed-
eral agencies and of state and local
educators.

The intent of our legislation, the En-
hancing Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Technology Act of 2008, is
to bring coherence and coordination to
these efforts, for the benefit of stu-
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dents, science, and society. The legisla-
tion establishes a STEM Education
Committee within the President’s Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy
to coordinate the initiatives of the
many Federal agencies engaged in
STEM education, and to avoid unneces-
sary duplication among these efforts.
It consolidates existing STEM edu-
cation initiatives within the Depart-
ment of Education under the direction
of an Office of STEM Education. It au-
thorizes grant funding for States which
choose to work together to develop rig-
orous common STEM education stand-
ards with more meaningful and effec-
tive ways of measuring student learn-
ing. And it facilitates sharing of infor-
mation about effective educational
practices and innovations so that they
become widely available to STEM
teachers and educators. Throughout
this legislation, there is emphasis on
developing strategies to increase the
participation of Americans from under-
represented populations in our national
science and engineering enterprise,
bringing new perspectives for the ben-
efit of all.

All of these efforts together will
strengthen our efforts to help students
learn, and teachers teach, not just to
train the scientists and engineers of
the future, but to empower all students
to become more fluent in science and
technology, and more capable in math.

I am pleased that Mr. LUGAR has
joined in this effort, as have Mr. SAND-
ERS and Mr. BROWN. In the House, Mr.
HONDA has introduced companion legis-
lation, joined by a bipartisan group to-
taling 40. I urge my colleagues to join
us in this effort.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING KATELYN
BOWLES AND RILEY MILLER

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I
congratulate Ms. Katelyn Bowles and
Ms. Riley Miller on receiving the Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Award.
Sponsored by Prudential Financial and
the National Association of Secondary
School Principals, the Prudential Spir-
it of Community Award recognizes
middle and high school students who
perform outstanding community serv-
ice at the local, State and national
level. Each year, two students are cho-
sen as State honorees from each of the
50 States, and the District of Columbia.

Ms. Bowles, a senior at Montgomery
County High School in Mount Sterling,
KY, has been recognized as one of the
Commonwealth top youth volunteers.
She spearheaded a campaign to ren-
ovate the Mount Sterling C&O Train
Depot, an integral part of the commu-
nity tradition. By initiating a business
plan between Future Business Leaders
of America members and local govern-
ment agencies, Ms. Bowles successfully
secured $200,000 in grants for the
project, including $153,000 from the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. Ad-
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ditionally, she managed to recruit fel-
low high school students to help with
much of the renovation, scheduled to
be completed next year.

In addition to being chosen as a
State honoree, Ms. Miller, an eighth
grader at Drakes Creek Middle School
in Bowling Green, KY, has been se-
lected as one of America’s top 10 youth
volunteers. She is recognized for her
outstanding efforts in raising $50,000
for childhood cancer research over the
past 3 years. Having lost two younger
brothers to leukemia, raising money
for cancer research is a particularly
important mission for Ms. Miller. Last
year alone, Ms. Miller managed 29 lem-
onade stands with over 200 volunteers
across Bowling Green, raising $19,000.
This incredible feat demonstrates her
exceptional dedication, organizational
skill, and enormous capacity for lead-
ership.

Ms. Bowles and Ms. Miller have prov-
en themselves to be exemplary stu-
dents and volunteers, deserving of the
Prudential Spirit of Community
Award. They are an inspiration to the
citizens of Kentucky and to student
leaders and community volunteers ev-
erywhere. I look forward to seeing all
that they will accomplish in the fu-
ture.e

———

RECOGNIZING L. ROBERT KIMBALL

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to recog-
nize the contributions of a community
leader from my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. L. Robert Kimball. Bob
Kimball’s name has become synony-
mous with high-quality work that cli-
ents have come to expect from the ar-

chitecture, engineering, technology,
and consulting firm that he founded 55
years ago in his home town of

Ebensburg, PA.

The firm’s professional services are
well known both in Cambria County
and among the public and private mar-
ketplaces it serves. Far less recognized
are the contributions that Bob makes
to his community.

In addition to his involvement on the
boards of various civic, higher edu-
cation, and professional organizations,
his support extends to the fine and per-
forming arts, education, athletics,
youth organizations, community eco-
nomic development initiatives, and
health and human service agencies. His
generosity is not limited to monetary
contributions and sponsorships. He also
encourages active participation by his
staff in community activities. Bob
wants to make sure that his firm never
forgets its small-town foundation.

Under his leadership as founder, Bob
places a high priority on treating cli-
ents, staff, and the community with
consideration, appreciation, and fair-
ness. These core values are among the
key components of the firm’s success.

Bob Kimball has enjoyed a successful
career and has continuously shared
that success, experience, and guidance
with the community in Cambria Coun-
ty. He has distinguished himself as a
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