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Whereas, because the impact from hurri-
canes extends far beyond coastal areas, it is
vital for individuals in hurricane-prone areas
to prepare in advance of the hurricane sea-
son;

Whereas cooperation between individuals
and Federal, State, and local officials can
help increase preparedness, save lives, reduce
the impact of each hurricane, and provide a
more effective response to those storms;

Whereas the National Hurricane Center
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration recommends that
each at-risk family in the United States de-
velop a family disaster plan, create a dis-
aster supply kit, secure their house, and stay
aware of current weather situations to im-
prove preparedness and help save lives, and

Whereas the designation of the week begin-
ning May 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Hurricane
Preparedness Week’ will help raise the
awareness of the people of the United States
to assist them in preparing for the upcoming
hurricane season: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning May 26,
2008, as ‘‘National Hurricane Preparedness
Week’’;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to be prepared for the upcoming hurri-
cane season; and

(B) to promote awareness of the dangers of
hurricanes to help save lives and protect
communities; and

(3) recognizes—

(A) the threats posed by hurricanes; and

(B) the need for the people of the United
States to learn more about preparedness so
that they may minimize the impacts of, and
provide a more effective response to, hurri-
canes.

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL ROTUNDA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Con. Res. 85.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 85)
authorizing the use of the rotunda of the
Capitol to honor Frank W. Buckles, the last
surviving United States veteran of the First
World War.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table, and that
any statements relating to the concur-
rent resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 85) was agreed to, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 85

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. HONORING FRANK W. BUCKLES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Rotunda of the Cap-
itol is authorized to be used at any time on
June 18, 2008 for a ceremony to honor the
only living veteran of the First World War,
Mr. Frank Woodruff Buckles, as a tribute
and recognition of all United States military
members who served in the First World War.
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(b) IMPLEMENTATION—Physcial prepara-
tions for the ceremony shall be carried out
in accordance with such conditions as the
Architect of the Capitol may prescribe.

———

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OF
THE HOUSE AND CONDITIONAL
RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT OF
THE SENATE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of H.
Con. Res. 355.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 355)
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 35b) was agreed to, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 355

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday,
May 22, 2008, or Friday, May 23, 2008, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 3, 2008, or until the time of
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs
first; and that when the Senate recesses or
adjourns on any day from Thursday, May 22,
2008, through Friday, May 30, 2008, on a mo-
tion offered pursuant to this concurrent res-
olution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until
noon on Monday, June 2, 2008, or such other
time on that day as may be specified in the
motion to recess or adjourn, or until the
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

———

ORDER FOR SIGNING
AUTHORIZATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding
the upcoming recess or adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore of the
Senate, and the majority and minority
leaders be authorized to make appoint-
ments to commissions, committees,
boards, conferences, or interparliamen-
tary conferences authorized by law, by
concurrent action of the two Houses, or
by order of the Senate.

May 22, 2008

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, one reason
we waited until 20 till 8 tonight to try
to complete the work of the Senate is
that I had a number of conversations
today with my staff trying to work out
nominations, and we worked something
out. I spoke with the President’s Chief
of Staff, Josh Bolten. I have always
found him to be a very pleasant man to
work with.

We arrived at an agreement we would
approve, for example, ambassadors to
18 different countries; we would ap-
prove a man to be Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development. Senator DODD
went to a great deal of trouble to clear
this nomination. In fact, he held a spe-
cial meeting to get this nomination
done. We were going to agree to a num-
ber of people, Republicans in nature:
Stephen Krasner for the Institute of
Peace; J. Robinson West for the Cor-
poration for National Community
Service—I am reading the Republicans
because there are so few Democrats it
is hardly worth mentioning—Eric
Tannenblatt, Corporation for National
and Community Service; Layshae
Ward; Hyepin Christine Im. We have a
number of military officers we agreed
to, some 50 in number. In exchange for
this, the Democrats were going to get
three or four people.

I have always thought, in my deal-
ings around here, when we work some-
thing out, that is the agreement. But
at the last minute, somebody steps in
and says that isn’t quite good enough.
That is unfortunate because the ar-
rangement was negotiated with staff
and Mr. Bolten in good faith.

Everyone should understand that
people complain about the White House
not having sufficient staff. Why don’t
you approve some of these nomina-
tions? Tonight, we had about 80 we
were going to approve—military, am-
bassadors, a Cabinet Secretary. We got
an objection about some inconsequen-
tial appointment in comparison to all
these, important to the person in-
volved, I am sure. That is not the way
we should be doing business.

So here we are going into a recess.
These people are not going to have
their jobs. There is no fault on behalf
of the Democrats. This was all done. So
I want the President’s Chief of Staff
and the President to understand they
are missing one Cabinet Secretary that
Chairman DoODD went through great
trouble to approve.

The sad part about this is we rushed
through this because we wanted one
Democrat approved. It was personally
important to one of our Senators. That
is the way it is. But let this RECORD re-
flect there are military commissions
that will not be granted and advanced.
There will be a Cabinet Secretary not
approved, there will be 18 ambassador
positions which would not be filled, all
because of the Republican minority.
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