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So I say to my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, it is time to
deal. Get the President. Let’s talk
about something serious for the sake of
the Republic.

Here’s a list:

DEMOCRATIC-LED CONGRESS TAKING ACTION
To0 BRING DOWN THE COST OF GAS
PASSED THIS MONTH

Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspen-
sion and Consumer Protection Act—Congress
has enacted legislation to suspend the fill of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve through
the end of the year, as long as the price of
crude oil remains above $75 per barrel. This
is a critical first step for hardworking fami-
lies, businesses and the economy, which in
the past has brought gas prices down. The
President, who was previously opposed, sus-
pended shipments and signed the bill because
of overwhelming bipartisan support in Con-
gress.

Renewable Energy and Job Creation Act—
This legislation will extend and expand tax
incentives for renewable energy, retain and
create hundreds of thousands of green jobs,
spur American innovation and business in-
vestment, and cut taxes for millions of
Americans. These provisions are critical to
creating and preserving hundreds of thou-
sands of good-paying green collar American
jobs. A recent study showed that allowing
the renewable energy incentives to expire
would lead to about 116,000 jobs being lost in
the wind and solar industries alone through
the end of 2009.

The OPEC and Big Oil companies account-
ability bill—This bill will combat record gas
prices by authorizing lawsuits against oil
cartel members for oil price fixing, and cre-
ating an Antitrust Task Force to crack down
on oil companies engaged in anticompetitive
behavior or market manipulation. President
Bush has threatened to veto this bill.

RECENT ACTION

Energy Independence and Security Act in
2007—Historic energy legislation with provi-
sions to combat oil market manipulation, in-
crease fuel efficiency to 35 miles per gallon
in 2020—the first congressional increase in
more than three decades, and promote the
use of more affordable American biofuels.
Signed into law on December 19, 2007, Under
new requirements in the Energy Independ-
ence Law and pressure from Congress the
FTC announced on May 1, 2008 it would in-
vestigate allegations of market manipula-
tion that may have led to last year’s record
price spikes in gasoline prices.

Reduces our dependence on foreign oil—
cutting our consumption of oil by 2.9 million
gallons per year in 2030—more than what we
currently import from all Persian Gulf coun-
tries combined.

Lowers energy costs for consumers with oil
prices projected to decline from more than
$100 per barrel to $57 per barrel in 2016 (in
2006 dollars) in part due to the new energy
law.

The new fuel standard for cars and trucks
will save American families $700 to $1,000 per
year at the pump.

Reduces global warming emissions by 2030
by up to 24 percent of what the U.S. needs to
do to help save the planet.

Building, appliance, and lighting efficiency
standards will save consumers $400 billion
through 2030.

Renewable Energy and Energy Conserva-
tion Tax Act—This legislation would end un-
necessary subsidies to Big Oil companies, in-
vest in clean, renewable energy and energy
efficiency, and help reduce global warming.
The bill includes provisions that will gen-
erate hundreds of thousands of green jobs in-
cluding an estimated 70,000 solar energy jobs,
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more than 20,000 biodiesel jobs, and protect
an additional 75,000 wind industry jobs.
President Bush has threatened to veto this
bill.

Energy Price Gouging Prevention Act—
This bill will provide immediate relief to
consumers by giving the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) the authority to investigate
and punish those who artificially inflate the
price of energy. It will ensure the federal
government has the tools it needs to ade-
quately respond to energy emergencies and
prohibit price gouging—with a priority on
refineries and big o0il companies. President
Bush has threatened to veto this bill.

No Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels
(NOPEC) Act—Legislation to enable the De-
partment of Justice to take legal action
against foreign nations for participating in
oil cartels that drive up oil prices globally
and in the United States. President Bush has
threatened to veto this bill.

Energy Market Manipulation Prevention—
The new Farm Bill increases Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission oversight author-
ity to detect and prevent manipulation of en-
ergy prices. President Bush has vetoed this
bill.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. I would like to close, Madam
Speaker, by simply saying that this
resolution was a resolution to allow
the International Soap Box Derby, an
organization that’s a nonprofit based
in Akron, Ohio, to use the Capitol
Grounds, and I fully support that.

I want to call attention to one thing.
In January of 2001, the month that this
current President took office, gas was
$1.47 a gallon. Today, the national av-
erage is $3.81, and I just want that for
the record, with all the other com-
ments that have been made on this par-
ticular bill for the Soap Box Derby.

I urge the passage of the permission
to allow the Soap Box Derby to use our
Capitol Grounds.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | support
House Concurrent Resolution 311, to author-
ize the use of the Capitol Grounds for the
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby.

| especially want to acknowledge the dedi-
cation of Mr. HOYER, the resolution’s annual
sponsor, who faithfully introduces this resolu-
tion to authorize use of the Capitol Grounds
for such a worthwhile event.

This annual event encourages all boys and
girls, ages 9 through 16, to construct and op-
erate their own soap box vehicles. The event
is supported by hundreds of volunteers, and
parents.

It is an excellent opportunity for parents to
have direct involvement in their children’s ac-
tivities. The derby’s mission is to provide chil-
dren with an activity that promotes technical
and social skills that will serve them through-
out their lives.

The derby organizers will work with the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol and the Capitol Police to
ensure the appropriate rules and regulations
are in place.

| urge my colleagues to join me in agreeing
to House Concurrent Resolution 311.

Mrs. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
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EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
311.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR A CELE-
BRATION OF THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ALPHA KAPPA
ALPHA SORORITY

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 335) au-
thorizing the wuse of the Capitol
Grounds for a celebration of the 100th
anniversary of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Incorporated.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 335

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY,
INCORPORATED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Incorporated (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘sponsor’’), shall be per-
mitted to sponsor a public event (in this res-
olution referred to as the ‘‘event’) on the
Capitol Grounds to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on July 17, 2008, or on such other date as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate jointly designate.

SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.

SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event.

SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the
event.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KUHL) each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from Texas.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous materials on H.
Con. Res. 335.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I might consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 335, in-
troduced by my friend and sorority sis-
ter, Ms. DIANE WATSON from California,
is a bill to authorize the use of the Cap-
itol Grounds for the 100th anniversary
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
and this anniversary event is scheduled
for July 17, 2008. The event coordina-
tors will work with the office of the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol and the Capitol
Police Board regarding staging the
event with all events on the Capitol
Grounds, and will be free and open to
the public.

This sorority was founded on the
campus of Howard University 100 years
ago. Ms. DIANE WATSON is a b0-year
member. I'm a 35-year life member.
And it was founded by nine visionary
young women at the time, Ethel
Hedgeman Lyle, Anna Easter Brown,
Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, Marjorie
Hill, Margaret Flagg Holmes, Lavinia
Norman, Lucy Slowe and Marie
Woolfolk Taylor. The Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority is the oldest Greek-let-
ter organization established for African
American college-trained women.

The formation of the sorority during
this moment in American history is
significant because it helped jump-
start a movement of educated African
American women who were resolute
and determined to eliminate barriers
for African Americans at a time when
opportunities were limited for minori-
ties.

These courageous young women, one
generation removed from slavery, were
the forebears of an entity that has pro-
gressively evolved into an organization
of 200,000 plus members and 975 chap-
ters in both the U.S. and abroad.

Today, membership in this organiza-
tion represents a diverse constituency
of women, from educators to heads of
state, politicians, lawyers, medical
professionals, media personalities, de-
cision-makers of major corporations.

Built upon the principle of service,
scholarship and sisterhood, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority extensively
works to improve social and economic
conditions through community part-
nerships and programs. These corner-
stone values of the sorority will be on
full display in the coming weeks as
members, young and old, from across
the globe come to our Nation’s capital
to honor the organization’s 100th anni-
versary.
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More than 20,000 members of the so-
rority will converge upon Washington,
DC from July 11 until July 18. Members
will participate in a variety of em-
powerment forums, lectures, work-
shops, community service activities
centered on these principles through-
out the length of the convention.

During this week-long celebration,
members will reflect on 100 years of
achievement, enjoy the unbreakable
bonds of sisterhood, and look to the fu-
ture as the organization prepares for
the challenges of the next 100 years.

As a proud member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, I extend my congratu-
lations and very best wishes to all of
my sorors as they gather here in our
Nation’s Capital, birthplace of our so-
rority, to pay tribute to 100 years of
service, scholarship and sisterhood.

Madam Speaker, I encourage all of
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion authorizing the use of Capitol
Grounds for the celebration of the
100th anniversary of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
might consume.

This resolution authorizes the use of
the Capitol Grounds for the 100th anni-
versary celebration of Alpha Xappa
Alpha Sorority. AKA, Alpha Xappa
Alpha, was founded in 1908 on the cam-
pus of Howard University, right here in
Washington, DC. The sorority performs
various community service projects
and encourages its members to con-
tribute to the community, while pur-
suing academic excellence.

The centennial program on the Cap-
itol Grounds will be just one part of
the year-long celebration. The event
will be free and open to the public.

Alpha Kappa Alpha will assume li-
ability for accidents and will be re-
sponsible for event costs in accordance
with the policies of the Architect of
the Capitol and the Capitol Police.

While we debate this concurrent reso-
lution, which is strictly a managerial
responsibility of this Congress, people
across the country are worrying about
how they will afford their next trip to
the gas station, and not about this par-
ticular celebration.

Since the Democrats took over Con-
gress, the price of gasoline has in-
creased more than a $1.50 a gallon. It’s
unfortunate, but Democrats seem to ig-
nore the law of supply and demand.

What you’ve heard here previously on
the resolution before the House dealt
with opening up the supply that’s im-
mediately available in this country,
American energy supply. The current
majority has done nothing to increase
energy supplies, and then wonder why
gas prices continue to soar. It is simply
unbelievable that the Democrat major-
ity refuses to debate the skyrocketing
costs of fuel.

Madam Speaker, while I do support
this resolution and request my col-
leagues to be likewise supportive, I
would reserve the balance of my time
at this time.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I yield 5 min-
utes to Representative DIANE WATSON
of California.

Ms. WATSON. I want to thank the
gentlewoman from Texas.

I rise in strong support of H. Con.
Res. 335 which authorizes the use of the
Capitol Grounds on Thursday, July 17,
for a celebration of the 100th anniver-
sary of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated.

In January of this year, the sorority
began its year-long celebration of its
100-year anniversary. Founded in 1908
on the campus of Howard University in
Washington, DC, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated is the first
Greek-letter organization founded by
African American college women.

Alpha Kappa Alpha is a sisterhood of
women who have consciously chosen to
improve the socioeconomic conditions
in their city, in their State, in the Na-
tion and in the world. Its history tells
a story of changing patterns of human
relations in America in the 20th Cen-
tury. The small group who organized
the sorority was just 1 generation re-
moved from slavery.

Through the years, the sorority di-
rected its efforts towards improving
the quality of life for all mankind,
while living our sorority’s motto, ‘“‘by
culture and by merit.”

I am so proud to count myself and
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON as members
and proud members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority. Throughout the years,
I have witnessed firsthand how the
power, vision and commitment of our
founders and members have inspired
Alpha Kappa Alpha to endure and pros-
per through 10 decades.

I encourage my colleagues to support
H. Con. Res. 335, which will ensure that
a vital component of the 100th anniver-
sary celebration will take place on
these distinguished grounds of the
United States Capitol.

I want you to know, our membership
is very tuned in to the issues that we
face domestically and we face inter-
nationally. And they would want to see
all of us be able to benefit from the leg-
islation that is passing both Chambers
and going to the Governor to reduce
the prices of oil, to address our infra-
structure, to provide the right to
health care for every American, to be
sure that Americans can receive and
realize the American dream to home
ownership.

I am so proud to stand here in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 335, to allow our
membership to come in and get into
this progressive atmosphere and to cel-
ebrate their 100th year of existence.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 335, author-
izing the use of the Capitol Grounds for a
celebration of the 100th anniversary of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. | am
pleased to support this resolution and recog-
nize the contributions that the Alpha Kappa
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Alpha Sorority has made to strengthening net-
works that cut across racial, geographical, po-
litical, and social barriers. This event is a fit-
ting tribute to the organization and | congratu-
late the sorority on its 100th anniversary.

The commitment of Alpha Kappa Alpha
members to public service is long and leg-
endary. The sorority has evolved over its 100—
year history from a college-based organization
in support of young women in their intellectual
and cultural development to an organization
that dedicates itself to a variety of humani-
tarian programs.

These programs include the Mississippi
Health Project, the Educational Advancement
Foundation, and the IVY AKAdemy. The IVY
AKAdemy program promotes early learning
and mastery of basic reading skills, enhances
the school experience of children and young
people through hundreds of local programs
around the country and in South Africa. For
members of AKA, community service and sis-
terhood are life-long commitments. Many
members of Alpha Kappa Alpha stay active in
the organization for more than 50 years.

It is fitting that the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority celebrates its 100th anniversary here on
Capitol Hill.

| urge my colleagues to join me in agreeing
to H. Con. Res. 335.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
335, a bill to authorize the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the 100th anniversary celebration
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority was founded on
January 15th, 1908 by nine visionary women
at Howard University. As America’s first
Greek-letter sorority founded by and for Afri-
can American women to improve life for all Af-
rican Americans, Alpha Kappa Alpha is truly
celebrating a long tradition of commitment to
sisterhood and service.

Driven by these noble ideals, Alpha Kappa
Alpha has evolved into one of the world's
leading service organizations with 975 chap-
ters and approximately 200,000 members
worldwide. One of those members, in par-
ticular, is near and dear to my heart. Mariama
Carson, my lovely wife shares in the unique
bond that is found among the sisters of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority. | truly believe her dedi-
cation to service was fostered through her
membership in Alpha Kappa Alpha, and has
helped her development as an accomplished
and successful teacher in Indianapolis. She,
like many of her fellow sorors, chose Alpha
Kappa Alpha as a means of self-growth
through volunteer service.

Madam Speaker, AKA’s have touched the
stars of our universe through members like Dr.
Mae Jemison and have brought conscience to
this body through members like Congress-
woman SHELIA JACKSON-LEE and Ms. Erika
Barrera, Communications Director for Con-
gressman BRUCE BRALEY. But their stories are
not isolated cases.

Throughout its 100 years of history, Alpha
Kappa Alpha is full of women who have
emerged as leaders in their professions and
communities. Through distinguished members
like Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf;
actress Phylicia Rashad; and the 102-year-old
Mrs. Hazel Hainsworth Young, one of the So-
rority’s most senior members, Alpha Kappa
Alpha has and will continue to be an organiza-
tion of focused and compassionate women
committed to changing the world.
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Madam Speaker, | am proud and honored
to support this resolution; because | believe
this sorority has and will continue to be an
amazing organization that helps to better com-
munities around the world. | hope all my col-
leagues will join me in granting Alpha Kappa
Alpha the use of the Capitol Grounds and sup-
porting their 100 year anniversary.

Mr. KUHL of New York. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I urge support
of this resolution, and I yield back the
balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
335.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

JAMES M. & THOMAS W.L. ASHLEY
CUSTOMS BUILDING AND UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
3712) to designate the Federal building
and United States courthouse located
at 1716 Spielbusch Avenue in Toledo,
Ohio, as the “James M. & Thomas W.L.
Ashley Customs Building and United
States Courthouse,”” as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3712

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at 1716
Spielbusch Avenue in Toledo, Ohio, shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘James M. Ashley
and Thomas W.L. Ashley United States Court-
house’’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United
States to the United States courthouse referred
to in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference
to the “James M. Ashley and Thomas W.L. Ash-
ley United States Courthouse’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KUHL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3712 as amended is
a bill to designate the Federal building located
at 1716 Spielbusch Avenue in Toledo, Ohio,
as the “James M. Ashley and Thomas W.L.
Ashley United States Courthouse”.

The late Congressman and Governor James
M. Ashley and former Congressman Thomas
W.L. Ashley served their Ohio constituents for
over 30 years as Members of Congress and
Governor. The Ashley family has served with
distinction in public service for a span of al-
most 100 years in the state of Ohio.

James Monroe Ashley served five terms as
a Republican Congressman from Ohio. Gov-
ernor Ashley’s best known Congressional
achievement was as the primary sponsor of
the resolution which is recognized as the ante-
cedent of the thirteenth amendment which
abolished slavery within the United States and
its territories.

While in Congress, James Ashley also be-
came the chair of the House Committee on
Territories, leading the congressional effort to
organize Nevada, Idaho, Arizona, Wyoming,
and Montana.

As chair of the House Committee on Terri-
tories, he wrote the enabling act for Nebraska,
Colorado, and Nevada on which he condi-
tioned that a separate vote be held by these
potential member States that would prevent
them from establishing slavery without the
consent and approval of Congress.

With this measure, Ashley, an avowed aboli-
tionist, signaled that no new slave States
would be admitted to the Union. After serving
in Congress, James M. Ashley was appointed
Governor of Montana in 1869 by President
Ulysses S. Grant.

Thomas William Ludlow Ashley was the
great-grandson of former Governor and Con-
gressman James M. Ashley. Congressman
Thomas Ashley served in the United States
Army during the Second World War. He went
on to graduate first from Yale University in
1948 and from the Ohio State University Law
School in 1951.

Congressman Ashley later held several po-
sitions as a private lawyer and a member of
the media. In 1954 Congressman Ashley was
elected as a Democrat to Congress and went
on to serve a total of 13 terms in Congress.

While in Congress, Congressman Ashley
served as chairman of the Select Committee
on Energy and the Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries.

Congressman Ashley also served as the as-
sistant majority whip for the Democratic Party.
Congressman Ashley’s most prominent legis-
lative success was PL 89-117 which directed
the Federal Government to assist in the provi-
sion of housing for low and moderate income
families.

This law was the precursor to the creation
of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment which was created later in that
same Congress. After leaving Congress in
1981, Ashley went on to found a legal and
consulting firm in Washington, DC. Congress-
man Thomas W.L. Ashley currently resides in
the Washington, DC area.

James Monroe Ashley and Thomas William
Ludlow Ashley will be remembered as distin-
guished public servants to the great State of
Ohio.

The Ashley family served as leaders in both
the Democratic and Republican Party in Ohio
and each served their party well.
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