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The outpouring of support from
neighbors, friends, and strangers from
near and far has given a jump-start to
the necessary healing process. It under-
scores the decency of human nature
rising above catastrophic forces of
Mother Nature. The selfless sacrifice
by literally scores of heroes will help
mend the immeasurable heartbreak
and hurts that I saw during my visits
to these communities.

I say with gladness in my own heart,
the F5 tornado did not extinguish the
hope and pride of residents of the mid-
western communities who call Parkers-
burg, New Hartford, Hazleton, and
Dunkerton home.

I suppose maybe it is a little bit am-
bitious on my part to take the floor of
the Senate to acknowledge this and to
praise the Lord for what can be done
now, and the people who have not been
hurt. I suppose every one of my col-
leagues, particularly in the tornado
channel that I most often hear about,
of Kansas, OKklahoma, Arkansas, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, and I guess yester-
day damage around here as well—
maybe every Senator could tell the
story I tell. But, frankly, tornadoes are
not as common in my State as they are
in these other States and there is a les-
son to be learned from this. There is an
appreciation to be learned from it. We
all ought to remember how lucky—and
then we need to remember how un-
lucky—some people and families are, in
our daily life.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming is recognized.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I too ask
unanimous consent that I might be al-
lowed to speak for as much time as I
might consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
THE AMERICAN SPIRIT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I will want
to sympathize with the Senator from
Iowa, Senator GRASSLEY. Two weeks
before Hurricane Katrina, a tornado
came through the town of Wright, WY,
which is 30 miles south of the town I
live in. It happened to be during a re-
cess so I got to go out there and see
what had happened and see what kind
of response there was and see what the
Government is supposed to do and what
they do do. What I was most impressed
with is the spirit of community, the
way the people got right after it and
started cleaning up and helping each
other out. People poured in from towns
and other States to help.

It is a great country we live in, where
people will do that and help out where
it isn’t any concern of theirs. But they
recognize that is what we do in Amer-
ica. I think that is a difference from
many other countries, too. I appreciate
your sharing that with us.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to dis-
cuss the legislation we have been de-
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bating and that we are going to be pre-
cluded from debating, should cloture
happen tomorrow. The reason I say
precluded from debating is we are not
being allowed to do any amendments.
The whole stage has been set: One
amendment so far; it is a take-it-or-
leave-it amendment. My experience in
the 11%2 years I have been around here
is that bills that come to us that way
do not pass.

That is what the whole Senate was
designed for, to see that take-it-or-
leave-it stuff doesn’t make it through
here, that the opinions of 100 people get
to be reflected in legislation. The
longer we are here, the quicker we
think we ought to be able to get bills
done. The longer we are here, the more
complicated the issues. This is a very
complicated issue. There are things
people are doing. There are things peo-
ple need to be doing. But to make it
very prescriptive and to not allow the
opinions of 100 people who could point
out some of the flaws and some ways it
could be better is wrong.

The majority leader and a number of
Members on the other side have called
climate change the ‘‘greatest environ-
mental threat facing our world.” I am
not hearing big arguments against
that. But if that is the case, we should
put our heads together and come up
with a plan to protect us from this
massive threat. We should spend time
amending it, ironing out any problems,
and determining what we will have to
pay.

There is a huge disconnect in Amer-
ica, thinking that we can solve this
problem and it will not cost the con-
sumer anything. We are actually pro-
mulgating that myth here, now. I
heard the fuel economy we are going to
get is going to offset any of the costs.
I know a few guys out there who are
getting ahold of me on a regular basis
because they drive trucks. They do
contract work. I am pretty sure they
didn’t put a little clause in there that
gave them a fuel escalation break.
Some of the big companies might have
thought of that. The little companies
didn’t. So far as I can tell, they are not
planning on trading that truck in for a
more fuel-efficient truck because they
can’t afford to do that. New trucks cost
more money. They have a contract
that limits what they can do. So the
offset is not going to pay to the person
who is paying the bill. It may go to
somebody else.

We do need to encourage better mile-
age. We need to encourage less travel—
although somebody the other day
pointed out to me that if we have less
travel—for instance, if I rode my bike
back and forth from home to work, al-
though I usually walk, that consumes
calories. And to replace those calories,
I have to eat food. And that food prob-
ably is transported in somehow, so I
am still adding to the climate problem.
It is not solving it just by doing some
alternatives. I hadn’t thought about
that.

But what I am talking about tonight
is that the debate has been shut down;
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the amendment tree has been filled.
That means a little parliamentary pro-
cedure around here has already put
some amendments, with relatively in-
significant changes in them, so nobody
else can bring up an amendment and
have it voted on. It is getting to be a
very common thing around here.

Now, I understand partly why it is
being done. The majority has had two
people out on the Presidential cam-
paign trail, and now Senator KENNEDY
is not able to be with us. That is the
loss of three votes. It is a 51-t0-49 Sen-
ate. So I sympathize with the leader in
trying to control votes when some of
the people are not here, because with
our one Presidential candidate gone
and three of their people gone, it winds
up with a tie. I have noticed the Vice
President usually votes with me.

But what we are trying to do, I think
around here, is get bills done and get
them done in a logical process and ac-
tually finish them. But I do not think
that is what we are doing. The amend-
ment tree got filled. The greatest
threat of our time, the greatest delib-
erative body is not allowed to delib-
erate, to be deliberative. Something is
wrong with that picture.

Now, I have some amendments that
are important. I think they are impor-
tant to anybody who might be listen-
ing, especially my colleagues. Do not
think that not paying attention to or
being interested in politics is going to
shield anyone from the consequence of
this bill if it were to pass. It could
change our way of life. The bill is going
to cost money, and you have a right to
know how much it is going to cost you.

I filed an amendment that requires
utilities to include on the bill they
send you, the consumers, the amount it
is costing to comply with this legisla-
tion.

I would like to take a look at a part
of the bill that is very significant for
Wyoming residents; that is the coal
portion. Coal is our Nation’s most im-
portant and abundant energy source.
Wyoming’s coal is the cleanest coal in
the Nation. We ship to every State in
the Nation.

They mix it with their coal to meet
the clean air standards. I want the
lights to stay on in Wyoming and the
rest of the Nation. California relies
heavily on electricity from Wyoming.
Without coal, that is not going to hap-
pen.

Now, China understands energy.
China understands that the future
economy of the world depends on en-
ergy. They have already bought all the
oil supply, they have bought up gas
supplies, they are in the process of buy-
ing up coal supplies.

How do I know about that? They are
buying coal in Campbell County, WY,
and shipping it to China. Now, a lot of
it is in the test burn stage, and I sus-
pect they may be burning that in the
powerplants right around Beijing,
which will clean their air for the Olym-
pics.

I do not know how long the contracts
are, and I do not know how expensive it
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