E1166

1975 with a bachelor’s of arts degree in Span-
ish, a minor in political science and a Cali-
fornia elementary teaching credential. Imme-
diately after completing college, he taught at
Tuolumne School for 3 years. It was during
this time he spent a summer at the University
of California, Santa Barbara, completing an in-
tensive Portuguese study program. This pro-
gram allowed Superintendent Borba to be-
come a language program facilitator for the
Office of Merced County Superintendent of
Schools. As he completed additional edu-
cational programs he was able to advance
through the ranks of the school districts. In
1980, Superintendent Borba earned a masters
of arts degree in school administration from
California State University, Stanislaus. In 2003
he earned an educational doctorate in edu-
cation administration from University of the
Pacific.

Superintendent Borba worked for the Office
of Merced County Superintendent of Schools
as a language program facilitator for 4 years.
He then taught and became the assistant prin-
cipal at Selima Herndon School. After just 2
years, he became principal of the school. He
served as principal for 4 years. In 1988 he be-
came the director of instructional services and
staff development for the Merced City School
District. Two years later, he was a super-
intendent. He served as a superintendent for
two districts, Chatom Union Elementary
School District and Salida Union School Dis-
trict. In addition to his employment with the
schools, Superintendent Borba was also a
part-time English-as-a-second language teach-
er at Modesto Junior College, he worked with
the California State Department of Education
as a facilitator for Portuguese and Asian mi-
nority languages group. He was the principal
at a migrant summer school and has been an
adjunct faculty member at California State Uni-
versity, Stanislaus, in the Department of Ad-
vanced Studies. Superintendent Borba is retir-
ing to become an associate professor for ad-
vanced studies at the university.

Superintendent Borba has been, and con-
tinues to be, involved in numerous organiza-
tions. A few of the organizations include: com-
munity advisory board for the doctoral pro-
gram in instructional leadership at California
State University, Stanislaus; he is a member
of three doctoral dissertation committees for
University of the Pacific; Central Regions
Schools Insurance Group; Superintendents’
Council of Stanislaus County; Association of
Low Wealth Schools; and Stanislaus County
Superintendents of Schools. Superintendent
Borba has been awarded with the Educator of
the Year Award in 1998 by the Portuguese
Chamber of Commerce in San Jose, Out-
standing Alumnus Award in 1999 by the Pro-
fessional Administrative Services Credential
Program at California State University,
Stanislaus, the Outstanding Vocational Award
for 2000-2001 by the Rotary Club of Salida;
the Ethics in Public Service Award in 2007 by
the Modesto Bee and California State Univer-
sity, Stanislaus; and the Educator of the Year
Award in 2007 by the Portuguese Education
Foundation for central California.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Superintendent Anthony
Borba upon his achievements and retirement
from Salida Unified School District. | invite my
colleagues to join me in wishing Super-
intendent Borba many years of continued suc-
cess.
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Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, | want to
congratulate Mr. Michael J. Mocek on his up-
coming retirement and thank him for his 37
years of Federal service to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the State of Texas, and
our Nation.

Mike has a long and distinguished history
with the Corps of Engineers. Most of his
Corps service has been with the Fort Worth
Engineer District, where he served the last 12
years as the senior civilian and as the deputy
district engineer and the chief of the Programs
and Project Management Division.

Among his many significant accomplish-
ments in Texas was the successful completion
of Jim Chapman and Ray Roberts Lakes in
the 1980s. Mike’s technical expertise and
planning efforts on those projects provided
those communities with vital flood protection
and water supply. He also played an invalu-
able role in the successful approval of the Dal-
las Floodway Extension project, currently
under construction, which will greatly improve
the flood protection for that city.

In recent years, Mike has been instrumental
in getting Corps approval for one of my top
priorities, the Central City Project in Fort
Worth. This project will revitalize a portion of
the downtown area and provide much needed
recreation and park lands, ecosystem restora-
tion, and future flood protection for our citi-
zens. In addition, Mike has provided excep-
tional leadership for the Corps of Engineers in
developing a partnership with the Texas Water
Development Board to improve cooperation
between the State and Federal government for
water resource projects to meet the State’s fu-
ture water needs.

Mike has also guided and overseen the
management of one of the largest and most
challenging military programs in the Corps,
supporting flag ship installations such as Fort
Hood, Fort Bliss, and Fort Sam Houston, as
well as Lackland and Dyess Air Force Bases.
His extraordinary leadership, dedication, and
commitment led to the successful completion
of many projects that have greatly improved
the readiness of our forces and the quality of
life for our soldiers, airmen and their families.
He did all of this while concurrently serving in
the Army Reserves, and retired at the rank of
lieutenant colonel.

In 2005, Mike was selected as the top civil-
ian for the Corps of Engineers for achieving
the highest overall standards of excellence
and for his many significant contributions to
the missions, prestige and reputation of the
entire Corps. He was very deserving of this
honor.

He has mentored many senior military offi-
cers and continues to be sought out for his ex-
pertise, wise counsel, and advice. Though he
received many offers for senior executive pro-
motions throughout the years that would have
taken him from Texas, Mike elected to remain
in his home State where he felt his efforts
would best serve his fellow Texans.

In the Fort Worth community, Mike has
been a well-known and trusted leader and
public servant. Both he and his wife, Betty,
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have served their community well. As an or-
dained deacon at Holy Family Catholic
Church, he provides counsel and spiritual
guidance to those who seek it. Betty has
taught elementary school students for many
years and is currently teaching 4th grade at
Tanglewood Elementary School in Fort Worth

| am indeed honored to have worked with
Mike over the last several years as a Member
of Congress, and before that as mayor of Fort
Worth. | appreciate Mike’s long, dedicated,
and faithful service to the Fort Worth commu-
nity, the State of Texas and our Nation. | wish
him all the best in his retirement.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise to honor the 10th anni-
versary of the Brooksville Art Gallery. Con-
ceived of by two community stalwarts, Mary
Alice Queiros and Karen Phillips, 10 years ago
this month, the gallery has been an artistic pil-
lar of the community for its entire existence.

Following the completion of Brooksville City
Hall in 1996, Clerk of the Court Karen Phillips
and longtime champion of the arts Mary Alice
Queiros looked for ways to brighten the hall-
ways and fill much of the empty space. Start-
ing in 1998, they reached out to the Hernando
County community to find examples of out-
standing art from local residents. One painting
at a time, they slowly but surely covered the
hallways and walls with fine examples of Flor-
ida artistry.

Once the bare walls of city hall were filled
with bright and beautiful artwork, the duo
worked to make the area friendly to other
forms of art, including poetry readings and
sculpture. Today, Brooksville City Hall hosts
an annual fall art show to showcase the work
of area artisans. | also sponsor the annual
congressional art competition, a contest for
Fifth District high school artists to display their
finest artwork and compete to have their piece
hung in the United States Capitol. With hun-
dreds of students exhibiting in city hall,
Hernando County residents have truly been
exposed to some of the finest artwork in our
State.

In addition to their love of art, both Mary
Alice and Karen have been involved in the
Brooksville community for many years. Karen
Phillips has given back through her long serv-
ice as Brooksville City Clerk, and Mary Alice
has been honored as the 2005 Great
Brooksvillian for her work on behalf of the
greater community. Both these women have
done so much to promote art in Hernando
County, and deserve to be recognized for their
dedication and commitment. | would like to
congratulate them both on making the
Brooksville City Hall Art Galley a haven for art-
ists and a beautiful addition to our city govern-
ment building.
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