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don’t come to the floor with a closed 
rule, where the Republicans can’t offer 
any of their alternatives. Because, es-
sentially, what’s happening is that a 
majority of this Congress, I believe, 
both Republicans and Democrats, 
would vote to open up for drilling in 
this country. They would vote for that. 
We’d probably get 230, 240 votes, I 
would think. Because a lot of the folks 
that were elected last year, that helped 
put the Democrats in the majority, 
they ran on a pro-drilling platform. 
The problem is that we have to allow 
those people that were elected here, 
the new Members to this body, to have 
a chance, under an open rule, to vote 
on things that will really make sub-
stantial impacts for the American peo-
ple. 

And I believe that if we have open 
rules in this Congress, where we bring 
bills to the floor that we can actually 
vote on, the majority will rule, and it 
would be a majority of Republicans and 
Democrats working together to open 
up our energy resources in this country 
so that we can begin to rely on Amer-
ican-made energy, and not continuing 
to export so many dollars outside of 
this country, which is, in my opinion, 
one of the most irresponsible things 
that this Congress has done for dec-
ades. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. COSTA. In closing, Mr. Speaker, 
I’d urge the Members to support H.R. 
3682, as amended, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COSTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3682, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OZARK NATIONAL 
FOREST 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1158) recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Ozark National Forest in Arkan-
sas. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1158 

Whereas on March 6, 1908, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt set aside by proclamation 
917,944 acres of land for conservation pur-
poses, which was designated as the Ozark Na-
tional Forest; 

Whereas the Ozark National Forest was 
the first federally protected stand of hard-
woods in the United States; 

Whereas the Ozark National Forest is 
home to Arkansas’s tallest mountain, Mount 
Magazine; 

Whereas the Ozark National Forest is 
home to Blanchard Springs Caverns, which is 
a magnificent limestone cave system, and 
the only cave system featuring guided tours 
administered by the Forest Service; 

Whereas in 2006, the Ozark National Forest 
helped enrich the lives of 2.1 million visitors 
by sharing the beauty of Arkansas, which is 
known as ‘‘The Natural State’’; 

Whereas diverse flora in the region include 
more than 500 species of trees and woody 
plants, and hardwoods occupy 65 percent of 
the forests; and 

Whereas the Ozark National Forest oper-
ates outstanding destinations for visitors, 
including the Lake Wedington Recreation 
Area, which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places, White Rock Mountain, 6 Na-
tional Scenic Byways that offer spectacular 
views of the Ozark Mountains, over 200 
camping and picnic sites, 9 swimming beach-
es, 11 special interest areas, 5 wilderness 
areas, hundreds of miles of trails, including 
the Moccasin Gap Horse Trail, the 
Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail, the Mill 
Creek Trail, and the Ozark Highlands Trail, 
trails for hiking, mountain biking, and rec-
reational off-highway vehicles, and thou-
sands of acres of lakes and streams: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 100th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Ozark National Forest 
in Arkansas. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. NUNES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. COSTA). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution that is under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
House Resolution 1158 recognizes the 

100th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Ozark National Forest in Arkan-
sas. 

On March 6, 1908, then President 
Theodore Roosevelt set aside, by proc-
lamation, the Ozark National Forest 
which today includes more than 1 mil-
lion acres in the northwestern part of 
the State. The Ozark National Forest 
is one of the true gems of our national 
forest system, providing extensive rec-
reational opportunities, more than 500 
species of trees, habitat for 11 threat-
ened or endangered species, and it’s 
very appropriate therefore today that 
the House recognize the forest’s 100th 
anniversary. 

This resolution is sponsored by the 
entire Arkansas delegation, and they 
are to be commended for their work on 
this measure. Representative JOHN 
BOOZMAN and the sponsor, Representa-
tive MIKE ROSS, have worked particu-
larly hard to get this measure to the 
floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that Mem-
bers of the House support the passage 
of House Resolution 1158. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

House Resolution 1158, introduced by 
Congressman JOHN BOOZMAN and sup-
ported by the entire Arkansas delega-
tion, recognizes the 100th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Ozark Na-
tional Forest. 100 years ago, President 
Theodore Roosevelt set aside, by Presi-
dential proclamation, 917,000 acres of 
hardwood forest land in Arkansas. 

I want to commend Congressman 
BOOZMAN on his hard work and dedica-
tion to recognize this unique and won-
derful resource area that we have in 
our country. 

At this time I yield to my good friend 
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) as 
much time as he may consume. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I just wanted to bring up some more 
points about the Federal lands since 
that’s one of the main things that 
we’re talking about here today is Fed-
eral land. Coming from the Committee 
on Natural Resources and, Mr. Speak-
er, being privileged enough to be on the 
floor today with the subcommittee 
chairman that has authority over this, 
we have a problem in the fact that the 
majority, the Democratic majority 
keeps making what I think are false ar-
guments about oil companies having 
the ability to drill on Federal lands 
right now. 

The problem is that, and this is the 
reality, that 97 percent of the Federal 
offshore areas and 94 percent of Federal 
onshore areas are not leased by the 
government. 97 percent of offshore, 94 
percent of onshore. The government is 
stockpiling these leases, not the oil 
companies. 

And I’m not being a big defender of 
the oil companies. I just know that the 
truth is the truth. It’s many things to 
many people. But at the end of the day, 
it’s the truth. And the truth is that 
they are not stockpiling these leases. 

The truth is that raising taxes on 
them is not going to bring down the 
price of gas. Oil companies are, indeed, 
drilling on these leases, which have oil 
in them, and when there’s a pipeline 
close that they can ship this oil. You 
know, we haven’t built a refinery in 
this country since the late 1970s. So 
that would be, Mr. Speaker, a perfect 
bill to bring to the floor where we can 
refine more oil. 

We keep putting these boutique fuels 
on the market, and I forget, but I think 
there’s probably 16 or 18 of those bou-
tique fuels now, three different grades. 
We don’t have the ability to refine even 
the crude that we have. So a novel idea 
is, why don’t we build some refineries 
where some of these leases are, or 
where we know there are some oil re-
serves? 

You see, if these leases and this 
available land that’s out there does not 
have oil on it, why would somebody 
want to drill in a dry hole? 

And so, if the government is only 
leasing this land that they know is a 
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dry hole, how can they expect the oil 
companies to get oil out of it? 

Well, that’s a pretty novel idea. And 
the fact that we have the leadership in 
this House, the Democrat leadership, 
the Speaker of the House sending 
President Bush a letter demanding 
that he ask OPEC to do more produc-
tion, to do more drilling, when we’re 
sitting here in this country, with 97 
percent of our Federal offshore areas 
and 94 percent of our Federal onshore 
areas with no ability to drill on it. 
They must have felt that was kind of 
interesting. 

We cannot produce, and I say we, this 
country cannot produce its own energy 
dependence by asking the companies 
that have the leases here to drill on 
land that does not have the oil. 

Now, with more than 2 billion acres 
of Federal lands not leased, how can 
these oil companies find the oil? 

We know the oil is under there. But if 
you’re not going to lease the land, 
you’ve only leased the land that 
doesn’t have the oil, and then you’re 
saying that the oil companies aren’t 
drilling on the land they have, when 
the land they have does not have the 
oil. I’d like to hear the answer to that 
one, Mr. Speaker. 

We have got to open up these lands 
for us to be able to become dependent 
on our natural resources and not the 
resources of others. I think it’s a great 
question, Mr. Speaker, that all the 
American people would ask is, is there 
oil under this Federal land? 

Is there environmentally safe ways 
to drill it? 

Is there natural gas there? 
Is there shale coal there? 
Is there coal that can be converted to 

oil there? 
If it’s there, let’s go get it. ANWR, 

today, I think it was released, 10.4 bil-
lion, that’s billion with a B, barrels of 
oil. 10.4 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, we could use that nat-
ural resource that this country has to 
bring down the price of gas for the 
hardworking men and women of this 
country. And, Mr. Speaker, I hope that 
the American people will get an answer 
from the Democratic leadership about 
this commonsense plan, because surely 
the bill that was passed in January of 
2007 was not that commonsense plan. 
Surely they are holding this common-
sense plan for some reason. 

And so I’m asking, the people of the 
Third District of Georgia are asking, 
and, Mr. Speaker, I think the American 
people are asking, where is this com-
monsense plan? 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Georgia indicated earlier 
in his comments with regards to statis-
tics gained by the Minerals and Man-
agement Service, which the last time 
I’ve checked has been under the execu-
tive branch of our Republican adminis-
tration, has increased the leases to 
public lands, both on and offshore, 361 
percent. 

In addition, the gentleman from 
Georgia indicated that there is an in-

crease in revenues to the Minerals and 
Management Service, therefore to our 
Nation’s treasury, because, in fact, 
more leases are being provided, and 
there is more oil and gas being derived 
from those oil leased lands. 

b 1515 

It is illogical and it would be 
unfactual to conclude that if revenues 
are up and more energy companies are 
seeking those leases, that they are 
seeking leases to lands that do not 
have oil nor gas. It is clearly illogical 
and unfactual. 

These energy companies are smart, 
competitive companies. They do not 
lease lands that they have not sur-
veyed and that they do not have a 
great degree of certainty, based on the 
seismology, that in fact there is oil and 
gas there; otherwise, these record bids 
that the gentleman made reference to 
that just came back 2 months ago 
would not be record bids for dry holes. 

As a matter of fact, again, the De-
partment of Interior that has been 
under the stewardship of our Repub-
lican leadership for the last 71⁄2 years 
recently released a report, a report by 
Secretary Kempthorne, that indicates 
that only 38 percent of the oil and 16 
percent of the natural gas today on 
public lands, whether they be onshore 
or offshore, are being excluded from 
leasing. 

The fact of the matter is is that we 
need the energy. We need to do every-
thing we can to stabilize our gas prices. 
We need to reduce our dependency from 
energy offshore. This administration 
and the previous administration start-
ed that effort in 1999, but that alone 
will not reduce our dependency on for-
eign sources of energy; therefore, we 
have to work together in a bipartisan 
effort to use all of the various energy 
management tools that are in our en-
ergy toolbox if we are going to address 
this issue in the short term and the 
long term. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity 
over the weekend to meet with several 
legislators from Mexico. And a couple 
of the legislators asked me—they were 
very confused as to why the United 
States is asking Mexico to produce 
more oil because one of the legislators 
said, Well, don’t you have more oil in 
your country than we do? And why 
don’t you use your own oil in your own 
country? We will gladly sell it to you, 
especially at $140 a barrel, but we don’t 
understand why your government 
doesn’t allow for your own companies 
to drill for oil in your own country. 

Now, if the Mexican legislature has 
figured that out, you would think that 
our legislature and our Congress could 
figure that out. 

And so if we really want to end our 
reliance on foreign oil, it’s very simple. 
There’s two major ways to do it: You 
can drill for oil and gas in our own 

country on the 86 percent of the Fed-
eral lands that are off-limits to our 
use, that’s one way; and the second 
way is to build nuclear power plants. 

If we don’t get serious about those 
two options, Mr. Speaker, we’re going 
to continue to pay higher prices for gas 
and oil, and we’re also going to con-
tinue to pay higher prices for elec-
tricity. 

If we continue to make excuses, as 
people in this body have done for dec-
ades, decades this has been happening, 
we’re going to continue to pay higher 
prices for fuel. I think it’s time that we 
get serious about this in this Congress, 
we pass meaningful legislation that 
opens up our own areas for drilling for 
gas and oil so that we quit buying gas 
and oil from the likes of the Middle 
East, Venezuela, Nigeria, places that 
are, quite frankly, hostile in most 
cases towards our country, and we 
start to buy energy in our own coun-
try, drill for oil in our own country, 
create American-made energy, create 
American jobs. And then as we begin to 
put that revenue into solar and wind 
and future technologies that are going 
to allow for the next generation of en-
ergy to come on line, that, coupled 
with nuclear power, we can solve our 
Nation’s energy problems. 

But if we continue to allow the Dem-
ocrat majority to place blame on oil 
companies, place blame on OPEC, place 
blame on any everyone else but them-
selves, we’re going to pay high prices 
at the pump. 

So I want to thank the gentleman, 
my good friend from California, for al-
lowing us this opportunity to express 
our thoughts on this, the current en-
ergy situation, and on the wilderness 
areas that we’re creating today in 
these bills. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the Ozark National Forest and offer my 
congratulations for a century of enriching the 
lives of all Americans. 

A proclamation from President Theodore 
Roosevelt on March 6, 1908, dedicated the 
Ozark National Forest as the first federally 
protected stand of hardwoods in the U.S. 
917,944 acres of land was set aside by Presi-
dent Roosevelt for the forest that currently 
covers more than one million acres, most of 
which is in Northwest Arkansas. 

This great landscape is one prime example 
of why Arkansas is called the Natural State. 
The Ozark National Forest covers some of the 
region’s most magnificent scenery. The Ozark 
National Forest is home to Mount Magazine, 
the tallest mountain in the state, as well as 
Blanchard Springs Caverns, a magnificent 
limestone cave system, and the only cave sys-
tem featuring guided tours administered by the 
Forest Service. 

I’m grateful for the efforts of all Forest Serv-
ice employees, volunteers and sportsmen who 
serve as stewards in the preservation and 
management of this great land. 

I thank my colleagues for passing this reso-
lution to honor the 100th Anniversary of this 
great Arkansas treasure. 

Mr. NUNES. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to urge the support of the passage 
of House Resolution 1158. 
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I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COSTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1158. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KENDELL FREDERICK 
CITIZENSHIP ASSISTANCE ACT 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill (S. 2516) to as-
sist members of the Armed Forces in 
obtaining United States citizenship, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2516 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kendell 
Frederick Citizenship Assistance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINGERPRINTS AND OTHER BIOMETRIC 

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, including section 552a 
of title 5, United States Code (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Privacy Act of 1974’’), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall use 
the fingerprints provided by an individual at 
the time the individual enlisted in the 
United States Armed Forces, or at the time 
the individual filed an application for adjust-
ment of status, to satisfy any requirement 
for background and security checks in con-
nection with an application for naturaliza-
tion if— 

(1) the individual may be naturalized pur-
suant to section 328 or 329 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1439, 1440); 

(2) the individual was fingerprinted and 
provided other biometric information in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the De-
partment of Defense at the time the indi-
vidual enlisted in the United States Armed 
Forces; 

(3) the individual— 
(A) submitted an application for natu-

ralization not later than 24 months after the 
date on which the individual enlisted in the 
United States Armed Forces; or 

(B) provided the required biometric infor-
mation to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity through a United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services Application Sup-
port Center at the time of the individual’s 
application for adjustment of status if filed 
not later than 24 months after the date on 
which the individual enlisted in the United 
States Armed Forces; and 

(4) the Secretary of Homeland Security de-
termines that the biometric information 
provided, including fingerprints, is sufficient 
to conduct the required background and se-
curity checks needed for the applicant’s nat-
uralization application. 

(b) MORE TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE ADJUDICA-
TION.—Nothing in this section precludes an 
individual described in subsection (a) from 

submitting a new set of biometric informa-
tion, including fingerprints, to the Secretary 
of Homeland Security with an application 
for naturalization. If the Secretary deter-
mines that submitting a new set of biometric 
information, including fingerprints, would 
result in more timely and effective adjudica-
tion of the individual’s naturalization appli-
cation, the Secretary shall— 

(1) inform the individual of such deter-
mination; and 

(2) provide the individual with a descrip-
tion of how to submit such biometric infor-
mation, including fingerprints. 

(c) COOPERATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall determine the for-
mat of biometric information, including fin-
gerprints, acceptable for usage under sub-
section (a). The Secretary of Defense, or any 
other official having custody of the biomet-
ric information, including fingerprints, re-
ferred to in subsection (a), shall— 

(1) make such prints available, without 
charge, to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity for the purpose described in subsection 
(a); and 

(2) otherwise cooperate with the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to facilitate the proc-
essing of applications for naturalization 
under subsection (a). 

(d) ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION.—Not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, implement 
procedures that will ensure the rapid elec-
tronic transmission of biometric informa-
tion, including fingerprints, from existing 
repositories of such information needed for 
military personnel applying for naturaliza-
tion as described in subsection (a) and that 
will safeguard privacy and civil liberties. 

(e) CENTRALIZATION AND EXPEDITED PROC-
ESSING.— 

(1) CENTRALIZATION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall centralize the data 
processing of all applications for naturaliza-
tion filed by members of the United States 
Armed Forces on active duty serving abroad. 

(2) EXPEDITED PROCESSING.—The Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall take ap-
propriate actions to ensure that applications 
for naturalization by members of the United 
States Armed Forces described in paragraph 
(1), and associated background checks, re-
ceive expedited processing and are adju-
dicated within 180 days of the receipt of re-
sponses to all background checks. 
SEC. 3. PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON MILI-

TARY NATURALIZATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the effective date of any modification 
to a regulation related to naturalization 
under section 328 or 329 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1439, 1440), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall make 
appropriate updates to the Internet sites 
maintained by the Secretary to reflect such 
modification. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, not later than 180 days after each ef-
fective date described in subsection (a), 
should make necessary updates to the appro-
priate application forms of the Department 
of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 4. REPORTS. 

(a) ADJUDICATION PROCESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees on the entire process for 

the adjudication of an application for natu-
ralization filed pursuant to section 328 or 329 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1439, 1440), including the process 
that— 

(A) begins at the time the application is 
mailed to, or received by, the Secretary, re-
gardless of whether the Secretary deter-
mines that such application is complete; and 

(B) ends on the date of the final disposition 
of such application. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include a description of— 

(A) the methods used by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of De-
fense to prepare, handle, and adjudicate such 
applications; 

(B) the effectiveness of the chain of author-
ity, supervision, and training of employees of 
the Federal Government or of other entities, 
including contract employees, who have any 
role in such process or adjudication; and 

(C) the ability of the Secretary of Home-
land Security and the Secretary of Defense 
to use technology to facilitate or accomplish 
any aspect of such process or adjudication 
and to safeguard privacy and civil liberties. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the 

United States and the Inspector General of 
the Department of Homeland Security shall 
conduct a study on the implementation of 
this Act by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Secretary of Defense, including 
an assessment of any technology that may 
be used to improve the efficiency of the nat-
uralization process for members of the 
United States Armed Forces and an assess-
ment of the impact of this Act on privacy 
and civil liberties. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date on which the Secretary of Homeland 
Security submits the report required under 
subsection (a), the Comptroller General and 
the Inspector General shall submit a report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
on the study required by paragraph (1) that 
includes recommendations for improving the 
implementation of this Act. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(4) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(5) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(6) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 
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