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have earned him the respect and admiration
of his patients and colleagues spread through-
out the world.

Dr. David Hale has earned the reputation as
a giant in his field. In fact, one distinguished
colleague has even said, “The world is a bet-
ter place because of Dr. Hale.” After hearing
his long record of accomplishment, you will
surely agree.

As an emergency medicine physician, Dr.
Hale is known for his caring and compas-
sionate demeanor towards patients and for his
leadership in hospital patient services. Some
suggest he is the reason Woodwinds receives
some of the highest patient satisfaction scores
not only in Minnesota, but across the country.

If that was not enough, Dr. Hale is a Major
in the Minnesota National Guard and has
completed two tours of duty in Irag. Among his
military honors, Dr. Hale earned a Bronze
Medal Star in March 2007, an Army Com-
mendation Medal in March 2005, an Army
Achievement Medal in August 2003, a Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, a Global War
on Terror Expeditionary Medal and many other
awards for his outstanding military service.

Even more amazing are the contributions he
has made on the humanitarian front during his
time in Iraq. During his first tour of duty, Dr.
Hale stm1ed an international humanitarian ef-
fort to teach basic 'tnedical care to Iraqis, a
program that still exists today. During his sec-
ond tour in Irag, he expanded his efforts to
provide 400 first aid kits and midwife kits to
Iragi women and children, a gesture well re-
ceived by Iraqi villagers and soldiers alike.

Now back in Minnesota, Dr, Hale is focused
on helping veterans returning home from war,
many of whom suffered traumatic injuries on
the battlefield.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to rise today
to celebrate Dr. David Hale’s extraordinary
and selfless career of service. His contribu-
tions to his community, the state of Minnesota,
and the country of Irag make him a distin-
guished patriot, and make us all proud to be
Americans. | stand today and join his family,
friends, and colleagues in wishing him a long
and successful career.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF HIGHLAND
PARK TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
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Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Highland Park Town Adminis-
trator George Patterson.

After graduating from Texas Tech Univer-
sity, he began his public service career as an
Administrative Aide with the City of Lubbock.
He then moved on to become the City Man-
ager for Pecos City and Snyder before accept-
ing the position of Town Administrator with
Highland Park in 1979. George will be retiring
on June 24, 2008 with twenty-nine years of
dedicated service to Highland Park.

During his tenure, he has carefully managed
and led his staff by example. With his vision
and leadership skills, Highland Park is a better
and safer community. His commitment to pub-
lic service extended beyond the workplace. He
is actively involved in numerous professional
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and community organizations such as the
Texas City Managers Association and the Ro-
tary Club. George leaves a legacy of civic duty
that will be greatly missed.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our best
wishes to him and his family on this special
day.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RYAN
STEWART
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Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Ryan Stewart of Boise, ID.

Ryan is representing Idaho as youth gov-
ernor during the annual YMCA National Youth
Governors’ Conference here in Washington,
DC.

| am proud of Ryan’s commitment and in-
volvement in this program. Ryan was elected
youth governor after campaigning in ldaho’s
youth and government program. This is a
hands-on program dedicated to educating high
school students on how state government op-
erates. Ryan participated in a Regional Con-
vention giving speeches and ultimately being
elected to his current position.

| am honored to take the opportunity to rec-
ognize Ryan. His involvement in the YMCA
program is a great way for him to learn how
our government functions. Ryan is an example
to his peers and | wish him all the best for a
successful year as youth governor in Idaho.

——————
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DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of the Platte County Economic Devel-
opment Council (PCEDC) of Platte County,
Missouri. Burdette “Pete” Fullerton, Executive
Director, has successfully guided the EDC,
and | am honored to help celebrate their 20th
Anniversary on June 20, 2008. This pres-
tigious recognition is the culmination of twenty
years of dedicated work to continuously im-
prove and enhance our community.

The Platte County EDC serves as an au-
thoritative voice in the community on eco-
nomic development and related issues through
an effective program of professional develop-
ment, public policy, marketing, and commu-
nications. The EDC has assisted in several
local projects over the past 20 years, including
ADT Security Services, Citi Cards, Harley-Da-
vidson Motor Company, KCI Expo Center,
Lifetouch Publishing, Argosy Casino Hotel and
Spa, Multivac, The National Golf Club, Tiffany
Greens Golf Club, and Zona Rosa.

Pete Fullerton is responsible for the growth
of this non-profit organization that promotes
economic development in Platte County, Mis-
souri. Pete has worked diligently on behalf of
EDC to build a partnership between public and
private sectors and has assisted in the suc-
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cessful completion of 127 projects. The
PCEDC has helped to create over 11,000 new
jobs for Platte County.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me in
applauding the Platte County Economic Devel-
opment Council of Platte County, Missouri for
its hard work and dedication. Since the EDC
began, it has served as a resource to its in-
vestors and the community. | want to thank
Pete Fullerton for all of his work and applaud
him for his accomplishments with the Platte
County EDC.

———

DUNEDIN HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL
TEAM WINS THE FLORIDA STATE
CLASS 5A CHAMPIONSHIP
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Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with much pride that | rise today to con-
gratulate the Dunedin High .School Baseball
team for winning the Florida State Class 5A
Championship. The Falcons of Dunedin, who
| have the privilege to represent, won the
championship in an extra innings showdown
against the South Fork Bulldogs.

The Falcons won the championship in a ten
inning marathon, the longest Florida State
baseball championship game since 1997. The
defense and pitching were excellent, keeping
the score tied at two runs apiece until Max
Priest scored the winning run for Dunedin on
a Max Kreuter single.

It was only through a season of hard work—
both on and off of the field—that the Falcons
finished with a 26—6 record on their way to the
school’s first state baseball title in 44 years. It
is a testament to the character of these young
men, and they deserve to be congratulated.
But let us not forget to send our congratula-
tions to Coach Tom Hilbert who worked tire-
lessly as a coach and as a mentor to the
team. | would also like to congratulate the par-
ents of the players, as well as the teachers,
administrators and the staff of Dunedin High
School for doing a fantastic job of raising and
encouraging these exceptional student—ath-
letes. Following my remarks, | will include for
my colleagues the full story of Dunedin’s
Baseball Championship as reported by The St.
Petersburg Times.

Madam Speaker, in closing, please join me
in congratulating the Dunedin High School Fal-
cons for their outstanding achievement in win-
ning the Florida State Baseball Championship.

[From the St. Petersburg Times, May 15,

2008]

LONG WAIT Is OVER: DUNEDIN WINS TITLE

SARASOTA—It began the moment the ball
disappeared into Cammeron Fisher’s glove.
Seconds later, a swarm of triumphant Dun-
edin players rushed toward the mound to cel-
ebrate a 3-2 victory and the school’s first
state baseball title in 44 years.

“This is something you dream about,”
Fisher said. “To make the final out is unbe-
lievable, especially going through so many
ups and downs in a game like this.”

There already were lingering memories—of
the heart-wrenching moments in the seventh
inning, of the nail-biting rally in extra in-
nings, of a game snatched from defeat—that
the players swore they never doubted.

The winning run scored in the top of the
10th inning when Max Kreuter singled in
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