E1212

for Special Operations. He provided key sup-
port for Operation Eagle Claw, America’s mili-
tary response to the Iran hostage crisis. Major
Citivella retired from the CIA on August 31,
1983, and was awarded the CIA’s Intelligence
Medal of Merit.

Major Citivella continues to be involved in
the Special Operations community as an ac-
tive member of the OSS Society and the Spe-
cial Forces Association.

Madam Speaker, Major Citivella represents
the best our Nation has to offer. He continues
to serve our Nation in and out of uniform to
protect our freedom and liberty as he has for
the past 65 years. Please join me in saying
thank you to him for his actions and his life-
time of services.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2008

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | was unable to
be present for votes on June 9 or 10. For the
information of my constituents and my col-
leagues, | want the RECORD to reflect how |
would have voted on the following votes |
missed.

On rolicall 388, on H. Res. 1255 expressing
support for designation of June 2008 as Na-
tional Safety Month, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 389, on H. Res. 1243 expressing
the immeasurable contributions of fathers in
healthy development of children, supporting
responsible fatherhood, and encouraging
greater involvement of fathers in the lives of
their children, especially on Father's Day, |
would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 390, on H. Res. 127 recognizing
and celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
entry of Alaska into the Union as the 49th
State, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 391, ordering the previous ques-
tion on H. Res. 1253, | would have voted
“ves.”

On rollcall 392, on agreeing to H. Res. 1253
the rule providing for consideration of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act
for 2008, H.R. 6003, | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall 393, on H.R. 6028 the Merida Ini-
tiative to Combat lllicit Narcotics and Reduce
Organized Crime Authorization Act, | would
have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 394, on H. Res. 1063 marking
the 225th anniversary of the treaty of Paris of
1783, which ended the Revolutionary War, |
would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 395, on H. Con. Res. 318 sup-
porting the goals and ideals of the Inter-
national Year of Sanitation, | would have voted
“ves.”

On rollcall 396, on H. Con Res. 336 hon-
oring the sacrifices and contributions made by
disabled American veterans, | would have
voted “yes.”
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EDWARDS LIFESCI-
ENCES CORPORATION

HON. JOHN CAMPBELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2008

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to congratulate Edwards
Lifesciences Corporation on their 50th anniver-
sary. Edwards Lifesciences is a leader in car-
diovascular disease treatments and | am
proud to recognize them on this occasion.

Edwards Lifesciences Corporation traces its
roots back to 1958, when Miles “Lowell” Ed-
wards set out to build the first artificial heart.
Throughout its 50-year history, the company
has continued its legacy of heart valve innova-
tion. Today, the company’s line of tissue heart
valves, provided under the Carpentier-Ed-
wards brand name, have become the choice
of surgeons worldwide due to their durability,
performance and positive quality-of-life bene-
fits for patients, making Edwards Lifesciences
the world’s number-one heart valve company.

From its success in replacement valve
therapies, Edwards Lifesciences applied this
experience to developing products for heart
valve repair. Today, the company is one of the
world’s leading manufacturers of products for
the surgical repair procedure—called annulo-
plasty—and its Carpentier-Edwards and Cos-
grove-Edwards annuloplasty products are
among the most sought-after by surgeons
around the globe.

In addition to its heart valve therapies, the
Edwards organization is credited with pio-
neering many other medical innovations, in-
cluding the Swan-Ganz catheter, the first tech-
nology ever used for hemodynamic monitoring
of critically ill patients, and the Fogarty line of
embolectomy catheters, the first catheter-
based technologies used to remove blood
clots from the arms and legs.

In 2004, the Edwards Lifesciences Fund
was established out of the company’s commit-
ment to strengthen its communities and to
support advancements in cardiovascular dis-
ease awareness and knowledge. The fund has
already awarded approximately $5 million in
grants to 115 charitable organizations.

| am pleased the original vision of Lowell
Edwards continues today. Edwards Lifesci-
ences is a global company with revenues ex-
ceeding $1 billion and 5,600 employees
strong, all dedicated to furthering Lowell Ed-
wards’ original vision to help clinicians, pa-
tients and their families work together as a
united community fighting cardiovascular dis-
ease.

Madam Speaker | would like to congratulate
Edwards Lifesciences on their 50 years.

TRIBUTE TO PETER B. RAMOS
HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 12, 2008

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | stand here
today to honor a dedicated civic leader, loyal
friend, loving father and husband, adoring
grandfather and doting great-grandfather—
Peter B. Ramos.

June 12, 2008

Born in El Paso, Texas, Pete moved to San
Bernardino, California where he grew up to
become a longstanding member of the com-
munity, including his participation at San Sal-
vador Church in Colton and Sacred Heart
Church in Palm Dessert.

After graduating from San Bernardino High
School in 1955, Pete proudly served in the
U.S. Army and was stationed in Germany until
1958. Returning to San Bernardino, Pete was
hired by the San Bernardino Unified School
District, remaining a devoted employee for
thirty years.

In 1973, Pete was an instrumental founding
member of the GENTS Organization, a com-
munity-based association whose purpose is di-
rected at helping today’s youth become tomor-
row’s leaders. The leadership of Pete within
the GENTS Organization has contributed to
it's successful fundraising events, generating
thousands of dollars in scholarships, donations
to charitable organizations and the sponsor-
ship of sports activities for the youth.

In addition to his service to the San
Bernardino Unified School District, Pete was
also a part-time employee of the San
Bernardino Golf Club. An avid golf player, his
fervent passion for both the sport and the
community was demonstrated by all of the golf
clubs he helped establish. These include the
Gents Golf Association, San Bernardino Coun-
ty Twilight Golf League, Golf Buddies, Colton
Golf Club, and San Bernardino Golf Club.

Pete was an empowering leader within the
San Bernardino community, an excellent role
model who set his sights on helping others
have a better life. He lived by example, saying
to me, “Joe, you can change life and attitudes
by believing and giving others a chance.”

Having always enjoyed his company on the
green, he was also a strong supporter of my
political endeavors. More then anything, Pete
was a true friend to my family and |, especially
in his great support of my sons, City Council-
man Joe Baca Jr. and Jeremy Baca.

Pete is survived by his wife of 49 years,
Helen Ramos, former City Councilwoman,
whom he deeply loved. Pete is also survived
by his daughter, Roseanne Reyes; his son,
Armando; grandchildren, Raylene Soto,
Leandra Soto, Bree Reyes, Michael Reyes;
great-grandchild, Noelle Tavie; his sisters,
Connie Hernandez, Lucy Zamora; brothers,
Louis, Daniel, Joe; and many nieces, nephews
and godchildren.

Let us take a moment to remember this
great man and his admirable dedication to in-
stilling positive change and leading an exem-
plary life, one in whose footsteps we all hope
to follow. The thoughts and prayers of my wife
Barbara, my family and | are with his family at
this time.

God Bless Pete Ramos for love of country
and mankind.

IN RECOGNITION OF SAN MATEO
CITY MANAGER ARNE CROCE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 12, 2008

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my deep appreciation and gratitude for
the exemplary service to the City of San
Mateo by Arne Croce, who is retiring as City
Manager after 18 exemplary years.
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