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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 186
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 186, a bill to provide ap-
propriate protection to attorney-client
privileged communications and attor-
ney work product.
S. 335
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 335, a bill to prohibit the
Internal Revenue Service from using
private debt collection companies, and
for other purposes.
S. 879
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
LAUTENBERG) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 879, a bill to amend the Sherman
Act to make oil-producing and export-
ing cartels illegal.
S. 989
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 989, a bill to amend title XVI of
the Social Security Act to clarify that
the values of certain funeral and burial
arrangements are not to be considered
available resources under the supple-
mental security income program.
S. 1468
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1468, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to increase bur-
ial benefits for veterans, and for other
purposes.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1588, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act, the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974, and the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire that group and individual health
insurance coverage and group health
plans provide coverage for treatment of
a minor child’s congenital or develop-
mental deformity or disorder due to
trauma, infection, tumor, or disease.
S. 1743
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1743, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the dol-
lar limitation on contributions to fu-
neral trusts.
S. 1954
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1954, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to pharmacies under part
D.
S. 1956
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 1956, a bill to amend part
E of title IV of the Social Security Act
to provide equitable access for foster
care and adoption services for Indian
children in tribal areas, and for other
purposes.
S. 2042
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2042, a bill to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to conduct activities to rap-
idly advance treatments for spinal
muscular atrophy, neuromuscular dis-
ease, and other pediatric diseases, and
for other purposes.
S. 2209
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2209, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide in-
centives to improve America’s research
competitiveness, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2369
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2369, a bill to amend title 35, United
States Code, to provide that certain
tax planning inventions are not patent-
able, and for other purposes.
S. 2372
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2372, a bill to amend the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States to modify the tariffs on
certain footwear.
S. 2433
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2433, a bill to require the President to
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive strategy to further the United
States foreign policy objective of pro-
moting the reduction of global poverty,
the elimination of extreme global pov-
erty, and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goal of reducing
by one-half the proportion of people
worldwide, between 1990 and 2015, who
live on less than $1 per day.
S. 2506
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2506, a bill to amend the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act to
modify a provision relating to the
Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve
Account.
S. 2619
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2619, a bill to protect innocent
Americans from violent crime in na-
tional parks.
S. 2652
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor

S5593

of S. 2652, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Defense to make a grant to
the National World War II Museum
Foundation for facilities and programs
of America’s National World War II
Museum.
S. 2666
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2666, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
courage investment in affordable hous-
ing, and for other purposes.
S. 2715
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2715, a bill to amend title 4,
United States Code, to declare English
as the national language of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and for
other purposes.
S. 2766
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2766, a bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to address cer-
tain discharges incidental to the nor-
mal operation of a recreational vessel.
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. LUGAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2766, supra.
S. 2883
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2883, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of the centennial of
the establishment of Mother’s Day.
S. 2932
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD) and the Senator from New
York (Mrs. CLINTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2932, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the poison center national toll-free
number, national media campaign, and
grant program to provide assistance for
poison prevention, sustain the funding
of poison centers, and enhance the pub-
lic health of people of the United
States.
S. 2942
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2942, a bill to authorize funding for the
National Advocacy Center.
S. 3008
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3008, a bill to improve and en-
hance the mental health care benefits
available to members of the Armed
Forces and veterans, to enhance coun-
seling and other benefits available to
survivors of members of the Armed
Forces and veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3070
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
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CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3070, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centennial of the
Boy Scouts of America, and for other
purposes.
S. 3084
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3084, a bill to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
authorize certain aliens who have
earned a master’s or higher degree
from a United States institution of
higher education in a field of science,
technology, engineering, or mathe-
matics to be admitted for permanent
residence and for other purposes.
S. 3098
At the request of Mr. ENZI, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 3098, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring
provisions, and for other purposes.
S. 3118
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. STEVENS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3118, a bill to amend
titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act to preserve beneficiary ac-
cess to care by preventing a reduction
in the Medicare physician fee schedule,
to improve the quality of care by ad-
vancing value based purchasing, elec-
tronic health records, and electronic
prescribing, and to maintain and im-
prove access to care in rural areas, and
for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 82
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. BARRASSO) were added as
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 82, a concur-
rent resolution supporting the Local
Radio Freedom Act.
S. CON. RES. 84
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 84, a concurrent resolu-
tion honoring the memory of Robert
Mondavi.
S. RES. 580
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) and the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 580, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate on preventing Iran from acquir-
ing a nuclear weapons capability.

———
STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS:
S. 3119. A bill to stimulate the econ-
omy by encouraging energy efficiency,
infrastructure and workforce invest-
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ment, and homeownership retention,
and by amending the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to provide certain business
tax relief and incentives, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Economic Re-
covery Act of 2008. I think it is evident
our economy is struggling to overcome
the twin effects of record-high energy
prices and a steep downturn in the
housing market.

Earlier this year, this Congress acted
to provide rebates to taxpayers to help
them cope with the effects of the down-
turn in the economy. The hope was
also that the impact of these rebate
checks would be to stimulate the econ-
omy.

It is evident much more needs to be
done, so the legislation I am intro-
ducing today is aimed at reinvigo-
rating our economy. It is my proposal
for a second economic stimulus pack-
age.

Over the course of the past several
years, we have seen the price of oil
climb by more than 400 percent, from
about $30 per barrel in 2003, to more
than $133 per barrel this morning. This
escalation in energy costs threatens to
plunge our economy into a recession,
and it is imposing a tremendous hard-
ship on middle-income and low-income
families, on our truckdrivers, our farm-
ers, our fishermen, our schools, vir-
tually everyone.

Big factories and mills, as well as
small businesses, have also been
harmed by high energy prices. In fact,
a week ago we learned a mill in
Millinocket, ME, is going to be forced
to shut down because it can no longer
afford the oil that is essential to the
operations of that paper mill.

We are working with Governor
Baldacci to try to find alternatives.
But it is a prime example of the tre-
mendously harmful impact high energy
prices are having on the economy of
our State and indeed States through-
out the Nation.

Gasoline is already topping $4 a gal-
lon 2 weeks into the summer driving
season. Maine families fear the cost of
staying warm next winter because
home heating oil prices have reached
record highs.

At the same time, the cost of diesel
fuel is pushing some of America’s inde-
pendent truckers to the brink of bank-
ruptcy. Consider this astonishing fact.
In 1999, a Maine truck driver could go
from Augusta, ME, all the way to Albu-
querque, NM, on $500 worth of diesel.
Today, $500 worth of diesel will not get
that truck driver to Altoona, PA. What
a difference a few years makes.

Of course, with diesel prices con-
tinuing to increase, the problem is only
getting worse. Meanwhile, weaknesses
in the housing market are making it
impossible for millions of Americans to
get the financing they need to stay in
their homes when their adjustable rate
mortgages reset. Many of these fami-
lies are being forced into foreclosure,
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leaving behind vacant properties and
creating a ripple effect that is pulling
down home values even further. This
problem hurts communities across the
Nation, and it requires an effective
Federal response.

The legislation I am introducing
today would provide much-needed help
to Americans who are struggling with
high energy costs and the weak hous-
ing market. Let me outline the provi-
sions of the economic stimulus pack-
age I am proposing.

First, the Economic Recovery Act
proposes a series of initiatives to pro-
mote increased energy efficiency that
would help consumers save money on
their energy bills, and help advance the
goal of energy independence for our Na-
tion.

Second, the bill provides relief from
truck weight regulations that are in-
juring truckers in the State of Maine.

Third, it proposes a new program to
finance transportation infrastructure
that is based on the model of the Build
American Bonds Bill.

Fourth, it would increase funding
under the Workforce Investment Act so
we can help displaced and unemployed
or underemployed workers.

Fifth, it proposes tax incentives de-
signed to help America’s small busi-
nesses.

And, sixth, it would help to restore
stability in the housing market by ex-
panding the FHA Secure Program,
which would help homeowners refi-
nance mortgages that are in danger of
foreclosure.

We have focused a lot on the housing
problems and the turmoil in the hous-
ing and financial markets. Indeed, that
is an important factor in the decline of
our economy. As I have indicated, I
think more needs to be done. But I am
convinced high energy prices are an
even greater cause of the economic
downturn.

We must act to protect ourselves
from rapid increases in oil prices and in
the long term achieve energy independ-
ence. One way to help achieve both
those goals is to encourage greater effi-
ciency. My bill would double the fund-
ing for the Department of Energy’s
Weatherization Program, reaching $1.4
billion by the year 2010.

The bill would also provide $112 mil-
lion each year for the valuable Energy
Star Program, which helps consumers
choose energy-efficient appliances, and
would extend the renewable electricity
tax credit through 2011 and the residen-
tial investment tax credit for solar and
energy-efficient buildings through 2012.

My bill also includes a $500 credit to
consumers who replace their old wood-
burning stove with a new, cleaner-
burning model using wood or wood pel-
lets. This complements a proposal I in-
troduced in February.

We must take action to address the
impact rising diesel prices are having
on the trucking industry, which is
struggling. The rapid increase in the
price of diesel is making it more dif-
ficult for our Nation’s truckers to stay
on the road.
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