June 16, 2008

women and men care for their families
and still succeed at their jobs. This is
particularly true for those Americans
whose economic security is most at
risk.

It is important to note the parental
leave practices of non-Federal employ-
ers. Research by the Joint Economic
Committee has found that Fortune 100
firms offer paid leave typically lasting
6 to 8 weeks. Additionally, most of
America’s economic rivals provide paid
parental leave, as do many other na-
tions. The European Union requires
that member countries offer 14 weeks
of paid leave and most offer more than
the required amount.

By contrast, our Nation’s current
laws force healthy, long-term federal
employees to save up their sick days
and vacation time so they can use this
paid time off to care for their newborn
or newly adopted child. Asking employ-
ees to cobble together accrued leave
makes it difficult for relatively new
employees or those who experience
health problems to save up enough
time for parental leave. We owe our
civil servants a more thoughtful, work-
er-friendly policy.

I note that the House of Representa-
tives recently reported a similar bill
out of the appropriate House com-
mittee by a strong bipartisan vote. I
hope the Senate begins similar action
on this bill.

I urge my colleagues to support this
pro-family, pro-Federal worker legisla-
tion.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 595—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2008 AS
“GOSPEL MUSIC HERITAGE
MONTH” AND HONORING GOSPEL
MUSIC FOR ITS VALUABLE AND
LONGSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE CULTURE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, and Mr. LEAHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 595

Whereas gospel music is a beloved art form
unique to the United States, spanning dec-
ades, generations, and races;

Whereas gospel music is one of the corner-
stones of the musical tradition of the United
States and has grown beyond its roots to
achieve pop-culture and historical relevance;

Whereas gospel music has spread beyond
its geographic origins to touch audiences
around the world;

Whereas the history of gospel music can be
traced to multiple and diverse influences and
foundations, including African-American
spirituals that blended diverse elements
from African music and melodic influences
from Irish folk songs and hymns, and gospel
music ultimately borrowed from uniquely
American musical styles including ragtime,
jazz, and blues;

Whereas that tradition of diversity re-
mains today, as the influence of gospel music
can be found infused in all forms of secular
music, including rock and roll, country, soul,
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rhythm and blues, and countless other
styles;

Whereas the legacy of gospel music in-
cludes some of the most memorable voices
and musical pioneers in the history of the
United States, such as Thomas Dorsey,
Mahalia Jackson, James Vaughan, Roberta
Martin, Virgil Stamps, Diana Washington,
Stamps Quartet, The Highway QCs, The
Statesmen, The Soul Stirrers, Point of
Grace, Smokie Norful, Terry Woods, James
Cleveland, Billy Ray Hearns, Rex Humbard,
Joe Ligon and The Mighty Clouds of Joy,
Kirk Franklin, V. Michael McKay, Theola
Booker, Yolanda Adams, Edwin and Walter
Hawkins, Sandi Patty, The Winans, Kathy
Taylor, and Brenda Waters, Carl Preacher,
and Shirley Joiner of B, C & S;

Whereas many of the biggest names in
music emerged from the gospel music tradi-
tion or have recorded gospel music, includ-
ing Sam Cooke, Al Green, Elvis Presley,
Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Whitney
Houston, Little Richard, Ray Charles, Buddy
Holly, Alan Jackson, Dolly Parton, Mariah
Carey, Bob Dylan, Randy Travis, and Glenn
Campbell;

Whereas, regardless of their musical styles,
those artists and so many more have turned
to gospel music as the source and inspiration
for their music, which has blurred the bound-
aries between secular and gospel music;

Whereas, beyond its contribution to the
musical tradition of the United States, gos-
pel music has provided a cultural and musi-
cal backdrop across all of mainstream
media, from hit television series to major
Hollywood motion pictures, including
“American Idol”’, ‘“‘Heroes’, ‘‘Dancing with
the Stars’, ‘O Brother, Where Art Thou?”’,
‘“‘Sister Act”, “The Preacher’s Wife”’, “‘Evan
Almighty’’, and more; and

Whereas gospel music has a huge audience
around the country and around the world, a
testament to the universal appeal of a his-
torical American art form that both inspires
and entertains across racial, ethnic, reli-
gious, and geographic boundaries: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2008 as ‘‘Gospel
Music Heritage Month’’; and

(2) recognizes the great contributions to
the culture of the United States derived from
the rich heritage of gospel music and gospel
music artists.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. INOUYE
(for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. NELSON, of
Florida, and Ms. SNOWE)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 3403, to promote and
enhance public safety by facilitating the
rapid deployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911
services, encourage the Nation’s transition
to a national IP-enabled emergency network,
and improve 911 and E-911 access to those
with disabilities.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr.
INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, and Ms. SNOWE))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3403, to promote and enhance pub-
lic safety by facilitating the rapid de-
ployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911
services, encourage the Nation’s transi-
tion to a national IP-enabled emer-
gency network, and improve 911 and E-
911 access to those with disabilities; as
follows:

S5663

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“New and
Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement Act
of 2008 or the “NET 911 Improvement Act of
2008”’.

TITLE I—911 SERVICES AND IP-ENABLED
VOICE SERVICE PROVIDERS
SEC. 101. DUTY TO PROVIDE 911 AND ENHANCED
911 SERVICE.

The Wireless Communications and Public
Safety Act of 1999 is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 6 (47 U.S.C.
615b) as section 7;

(2) by inserting after section 5 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 6. DUTY TO PROVIDE 9-1-1 AND ENHANCED
9-1-1 SERVICE.

‘‘(a) DUTIES.—It shall be the duty of each
IP-enabled voice service provider to provide
9-1-1 service and enhanced 9-1-1 service to
its subscribers in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Federal Communications
Commission, as in effect on the date of en-
actment of the New and Emerging Tech-
nologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008 and as
such requirements may be modified by the
Commission from time to time.

““(b) PARITY FOR IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE
PROVIDERS.—An IP-enabled voice service
provider that seeks capabilities to provide 9-
1-1 and enhanced 9-1-1 service from an entity
with ownership or control over such capabili-
ties, to comply with its obligations under
subsection (a), shall, for the exclusive pur-
pose of complying with such obligations,
have a right of access to such capabilities,
including interconnection, to provide 9-1-1
and enhanced 9-1-1 service on the same
rates, terms, and conditions that are pro-
vided to a provider of commercial mobile
service (as such term is defined in section
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 332(d))), subject to such regulations as
the Commission prescribes under subsection
(c).

‘‘(¢) REGULATIONS.—The Commission—

‘(1) within 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of the New and Emerging Technologies
911 Improvement Act of 2008, shall issue reg-
ulations implementing such Act, including
regulations that—

‘“(A) ensure that IP-enabled voice service
providers have the ability to exercise their
rights under subsection (b);

‘(B) take into account any technical, net-
work security, or information privacy re-
quirements that are specific to IP-enabled
voice services; and

“(C) provide, with respect to any capabili-
ties that are not required to be made avail-
able to a commercial mobile service provider
but that the Commission determines under
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph or para-
graph (2) are necessary for an IP-enabled
voice service provider to comply with its ob-
ligations under subsection (a), that such ca-
pabilities shall be available at the same
rates, terms, and conditions as would apply
if such capabilities were made available to a
commercial mobile service provider;

¢“(2) shall require IP-enabled voice service
providers to which the regulations apply to
register with the Commission and to estab-
lish a point of contact for public safety and
government officials relative to 9-1-1 and en-
hanced 9-1-1 service and access; and

“(3) may modify such regulations from
time to time, as necessitated by changes in
the market or technology, to ensure the abil-
ity of an IP-enabled voice service provider to
comply with its obligations under subsection
(a) and to exercise its rights under sub-
section (b).

‘(d) DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT TO
STATE COMMISSIONS.—The Commission may
delegate authority to enforce the regulations
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