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ANWR today, you would not get any
energy production tomorrow. You
wouldn’t get any for a decade or more.
Whereas right now, the oil companies
have 68 million acres of land available
for development, and they are not ex-
ploiting them.

O 1530

I don’t care how much rhetoric goes
on here today, there is still the 68 bil-
lion acres of land available for develop-
ment. They have access to enough
acreage to produce six times the
amount of energy that we might get
from ANWR. So again, I'll repeat over
and over, ‘‘use it or lose it.”

I urge support for House Resolution
1247.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1247, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

COMMENDING THE ORANGE COUN-
TY WATER DISTRICT ON ITS
75TH ANNIVERSARY

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1199) commending
the Orange County Water District and
its employees for their sound financial
management and innovative ground-
water management, water quality,
water efficiency, and environmental
programs, on its 75th anniversary.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1199

Whereas the Orange County Water District
(OCWD) is celebrating its 75th anniversary of
providing high quality groundwater to mil-
lions of residents in northern and central Or-
ange County, California, and upon this occa-
sion, deserves special recognition;

Whereas OCWD was created in 1933 by the
California State Legislature’s passage of
Senator N.T. Edwards’ SB 1201, which was
signed into law on June 14, 1933;

Whereas OCWD was empowered to manage
Orange County’s large groundwater basin, to
protect the quality and quantity of the
groundwater, to conserve and manage
groundwater supplies, to protect Orange
County’s water rights to the flow of the
Santa Ana River, and to ensure that the
water needs of the people of Orange County,
who depend on the groundwater basin, are
provided for;

Whereas in the 1950s, OCWD initiated the
region’s first sustained artificial recharge re-
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plenishment system, which today is one of
the most sophisticated and efficient recharge
systems in the country;

Whereas in 1972, OCWD built the inter-
nationally-acclaimed Water Factory 21, the
Nation’s first and largest wastewater purifi-
cation plant, to use reverse osmosis to purify
sewer water for injection along the coast to
prevent seawater intrusion;

Whereas in 1989, OCWD published a com-
prehensive Groundwater Management Plan
for increasing water supplies, cleaning up
contamination, and improving basin man-
agement, which became the model for
groundwater management across the State;

Whereas in 1991, OCWD’s Green Acres
Project became operational as the Nation’s
first landscape irrigation wastewater treat-
ment plant that provided water to local
parks, golf courses, highway medians, and
industry, freeing high quality drinking water
for more valued uses in the arid Orange
County;

Whereas in 2008, OCWD began operating
the Groundwater Replenishment System, the
world’s largest sewer water purification
project of its kind built to protect ground-
water from seawater intrusion, delaying the
need for another ocean outfall and making
the region less dependent on imported water
from the San Joaquin-Delta and Colorado
Rivers by providing a new supply of high
quality, locally controlled and energy effi-
cient water to Orange County;

Whereas OCWD has one of the best water
quality monitoring and protection programs,
testing for twice the amount of chemicals re-
quired by law, maintaining a proactive phi-
losophy of looking for emerging contami-
nants, and developing southern California’s
largest constructed wetlands to naturally
purify Santa Ana River flows into Orange
County;

Whereas OCWD has one of the highest fi-
nancial ratings in the State, won every
major water award, begun eliminating the
evasive arundo donax through its environ-
mental programs, and developed experi-
mental wetlands to clean up dairy waste-
water; and

Whereas OCWD has also developed basin-
cleaning vehicles to enhance recharge effi-
ciency, sponsored the Nation’s largest Chil-
dren’s Water Education Festival, and
brought back the least Bell’s vireo, an en-
dangered California songbird: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends the Orange County Water
District and its employees for their sound fi-
nancial management and innovative ground-
water management, water quality, water ef-
ficiency, and environmental programs, on its
75th anniversary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Resolution 1199 commends the
Orange County, California Water Dis-
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trict and its employees for their sound
financial management and innovative
groundwater management, water qual-
ity, water efficiency, and environ-
mental programs upon the occasion of
its 756th anniversary.

During its 75-year history, the Or-
ange County Water District has been a
model for implementing groundwater
recharge projects. Starting in 1950, the
Water District developed the region’s
first sustained artificial recharge re-
plenishment system. Earlier this year,
the District opened its groundwater re-
plenishment system, the world’s larg-
est sewer water purification project.
This project, Mr. Speaker, currently is
providing a new supply of high-quality
water to Orange County, while making
the region less dependent on imported
water from Bay Delta and the Colorado
River.

I wish to commend my colleague
from California, Congresswoman LoO-
RETTA SANCHEZ, for sponsoring this
very important resolution before us
today, and I ask my colleagues to sup-
port its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
resolution that was introduced by our
colleagues from southern California.

The Orange County Water District
has experienced rapid changes since it
was created in 1933. It once relied on
pumping ground water for agriculture,
now it uses a combination of sources,
including imported and recycled water,
for its urban needs. Due to environ-
mental litigation, the Orange County
Water District will more than likely
experience significant imported water
cutbacks, leading to higher water costs
that will be passed on to the con-
sumers.

These same water reductions are
forcing family farmers to fallow
ground and let their crops die. The sit-
uation is so dire the Governor of Cali-
fornia, Governor Schwarzenegger, last
week declared parts of California under
a state of emergency. These same fam-
ily farmers are experiencing higher
costs of living caused by the high cost
of water as well as the high cost of gas-
oline prices. It is almost a perfect
storm, and yet we have done nothing to
help them to reduce those gas and oil
prices.

This resolution is a nice reward to
Orange County Water District for its
hard work over the years, but Con-
gress’ time actually should be spent in
devising energy solutions because, once
again, real people are suffering and
real needs are there.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlelady from California (Ms.
LORETTA SANCHEZ) such time as she
may consume.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased today
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the House of Representatives is consid-
ering House Resolution 1199, which
honors the 75th anniversary of the Or-
ange County Water District.

As a sponsor of this legislation, I
would like to thank the Committee on
Natural Resources, especially the gen-
tleman from West Virginia, Chairman
RAHALL, for his assistance in bringing
this resolution to the floor, and my
good friend from Guam for managing
this resolution. I also would like to
thank the rest of my colleagues from
Orange County, all of whom are origi-
nal cosponsors of this resolution.

You see, this Water District, the Or-
ange County Water District, began its
operations in 1933 when then California
Governor James Rolph, Jr. signed it
into existence on June 14. At that
time, the Water District covered more
than 163,000 acres and was intended to
serve about 60,000 people primarily in
agriculture. That is the beginning of
Orange County. But today, the Orange
County Water District covers well over
200,000 acres, and it serves a population
of more than 2.3 million people.

As it has grown, the Water District
has stayed on top of its game at the
forefront of efforts with respect to
water supply and the efficient distribu-
tion of that through Orange County.
And the best example of that, of
course, is what we just opened in Janu-
ary of this year, and that is our
groundwater replenishment system.

The replenishment system is on the
cutting edge of water reuse technology.
It will purify 70 million gallons of
water a day to provide clean drinking
water for more than 100,000 Orange
County families.

This system is the premier ground-
water replenishment project in the
world. And Orange County is often vis-
ited by other people from our country
and from dignitaries from around the
world, scientists from around the
world, engineers from around the
world, who want to come and see what
we are doing. And yes, basically what
we’re doing is that we dispose of the
water by flushing the toilet, send it
into a tertiary process, clean it purer
than the water you would find in the
ground. We put it into the ground, and
about 3 or 4 years later the same water
is being used through your house once
again. This makes it self-contained. It
means that in a desert like southern
California, we are not importing water
for our usage, we’re actually using our
own water over and over, and this is
the wave of the future. As I said, so
many from around the world, from
Israel and from other places, are com-
ing to take a look at what we have
done. And even just recently, the
Mayor of Los Angeles said he would
like to try to make a system like that
work in the County of Los Angeles.

So the Orange County Water Dis-
trict’s vision and initiative in estab-
lishing this system is the reason that
it received the 2008 Clair A. Hill Award
from the Association of California
Water Agencies, and it was also named

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the Public Water Agency of the Year in
2008.

Throughout its 75-year history, the
Orange County Water District has
proven that it is a leader in identifying
and creating new and existing options
to meet the water needs of California,
of our Nation, and of the world. Along
with the entire county delegation, I
hope that all of my colleagues will vote
for this resolution today.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield such
time as he may consume to another of
the good representatives of southern
California, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ISSA).

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I join with
the gentlelady from Orange County in
support of this resolution. But this res-
olution brings to mind one of the chal-
lenges we have in California. You see,
in California, we don’t allow coal to be
used to make electricity. In California,
we don’t allow nuclear; we banned it
for more than 30 years, no new nuclear.
As a matter of fact, in California, with
the exception of some geothermal that
we can’t seem to find a way to bring
power lines from where it is to where
we want it, all of our new power comes
from natural gas.

And in California, we are not looking
for natural gas. As a matter of fact, we
don’t allow any leasing, Federally or
State, off of our coastline. Literally a
thousand miles of coastline out 200
miles is off limits to natural gas. We
can’t take clean natural gas from our
own shores in California. As a result,
water projects are in danger.

The gentlelady from California right-
fully so did speak about groundwater
replenishment, which she has in her
district and I have in my district. We
also have desalinization in both of our
districts. And guess what? Desaliniza-
tion is another term for electricity-to-
water.

In order to meet our water needs,
whether it’s pumping from the north to
the south, pumping for replenishment
or, in fact, desalinization, we need en-
ergy. That energy is electricity. That
electricity comes from natural gas.
That natural gas comes from unstable
parts of the world in which it must be
hauled in by liquefication because we
don’t meet our own natural gas needs.

Republicans here in the House sup-
port opening up the opportunity to get
natural gas, at least allow some explo-
ration for natural gas 50 miles off the
California coast. That’s not difficult.
And the leaks, in fact, would be meth-
ane 50 miles offshore. You wouldn’t see
it, you wouldn’t hear it, and it’s non-
polluting. And yet, as of today, the
Democrats continue to block that.

We need to open up. We’ve been talk-
ing about oil, but we need to talk
about natural gas. California needs
clean natural gas. It’s off our shoreline,
it’s close to us today. And I would ab-
solutely urge my colleagues, when
they’re looking at water in California,
look at water as electricity and elec-
tricity as natural gas, and natural gas
is something we have off our shore that
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is presently unavailable; millions,
countless millions of acres unavailable.

And last, Mr. Speaker, I would hope
that when people are talking about the
acreage that isn’t being used today, the
68 million acres that’s not currently in
use, and, you know, we can look at
whether some of it just recently was
granted and it’s in exploration, wheth-
er it’s in environmental, we can break
it down. But the amazing thing is, out
of only 41 million acres that is out on
lease of any exploration or production,
we’re getting a huge amount of oil off
Federal lands. Just think if we, in fact,
used those 68 million acres over the
next few years and opened up some
major portion of 2.351 billion acres,
that’s 2,351 million acres that are not
available today.

So when people talk about the 68 mil-
lion that are, they should also talk
about the 41 million that are under use
today that are generating oil and nat-
ural gas, the many millions that are
coming in from leases that are out that
are just now beginning to bear fruit,
and of course the 2,351 million acres
that are presently closed, a lot of
which is off the California and the gulf
coast 50 miles out that no one would
see, that, in fact, could be drilled in
deep water safely, but of course is not
available today.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I was
listening intently to the previous
speaker, and I'm wondering if he is sug-
gesting that we drill in national parks
and military bases—when you men-
tioned all the acreage that’s available.

Mr. ISSA. If the gentlelady will
yield.

Ms. BORDALLO. I will yield.

Mr. ISSA. What I was talking about
is a portion of the 2.351 billion acres.
Obviously, all of us would want to
make sure that certain areas were not
drilled in, but of course most of this
acreage we have no idea what is there.

As you probably know, there are
3,400-plus oil wells throughout West
Virginia. We have overdrilled West Vir-
ginia and Oklahoma. We haven’t put a
new drill even for exploration off the
California coast in decades, not even to
find out how much natural gas is out
there. And that, in fact, from 50 to 200
miles, is an economic zone created by
Ronald Reagan that belongs to the
United States that could be explored.

Ms. BORDALLO. So the 2 billion
acres that you’re referring to does ex-
clude national parks and all of the
military bases?

Mr. ISSA. Well, Madam Chair, of
course it excludes it. But when we look
at only 3 percent and 6 percent that are
under oil leases, we have to look at all
the available BLM land. Just, for ex-
ample, though, there are 700 million
acres that are presently held by the
BLM. By definition, the Bureau of
Land Management holds that for pro-
ductive use. So that would be an exam-
ple where there are no parks on BLM
land, there are no national monuments
or military bases on those 700 million
acres alone.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Well, Mr. Speaker, 1
was just requesting that the gentleman
clarify. I want to be sure that his num-
bers are accurate.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res.
1199, a resolution congratulating the Orange
County Water District on its 75th anniversary.
The Orange County Water District and its em-
ployees have effectively delivered innovative
groundwater management, water quality,
water efficiency, and environmental programs
which will reduce our region’s dependence on
imported water.

We all know that with increased demand,
decreased availability of imported water, and
higher water quality requirements, future water
supplies will become even more limited and
expensive. If we want to sustain southern Cali-
fornia’s economic growth and provide for a
rapidly increasing population, we must ensure
efficient and reliable access to water re-
sources and pursue a modernized sanitation
infrastructure. The Orange County Water Dis-
trict recognized that we needed a reliable
source of quality water and has pursued multi-
pronged strategies for capturing and recycling
water that would otherwise flow downstream
to the ocean.

The first initiative involves a series of agree-
ments between the Orange County Water Dis-
trict, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to allow the
District to conserve water behind Prado Dam.
This water, which would otherwise flow down-
stream to the ocean, is captured to recharge
the local aquifer. In addition, the Orange
County Water District has partnered with the
Orange County Sanitation District in the devel-
opment of the groundwater replenishment sys-
tem. This system will take highly treated sewer
water and treat it above and beyond existing
drinking water standards by undergoing an ad-
vanced purification process that includes two
membrane filtration and treatment by ultra-
violet light and hydrogen peroxide. Once puri-
fied, the water will be sent to groundwater re-
charge facilities or injection wells. This project
is a model of self-reliance and should be rep-
licated throughout water districts around
southern California.

The Orange County Water District is work-
ing to ensure water reliability for generations
to come. This is a comforting thought to busi-
nesses as well as residents interested in mov-
ing to Orange County. Their efforts will allow
our economy to grow without being restrained
by potential water shortages.

| congratulate the Orange County Water
District for their 75 years of service to the re-
gion and | am proud of the Federal, State, and
local agencies that have worked together to
serve the community and address the region’s
growing water needs.

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to congratulate the Orange County
Water District for its 75 years of exemplary
service to the communities of Orange County,
California.

Orange County Water District and its em-
ployees deserve special recognition for their
exceptional effectiveness in protecting and
providing an essential resource for 2.3 million
customers in Orange County. They are to be
acknowledged especially for the quality and
efficiency of their systems and programs that
are among the most innovative in the industry.
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Orange County Water District in its dedication
to excellence in public service is a shining ex-
ample of government that works.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to express our
deep appreciation and gratitude to Orange
County Water District and congratulate them
on their 75 years.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Res. 1199, Commending the Orange
County Water District and its employees for
their sound financial management and innova-
tive groundwater management, water quality,
water efficiency, and environmental programs,
on its 75th annlversary.

As a cosponsor of this resolution and a rep-
resentative from Orange County, | know of the
valuable service the OCWD has provided to
Orange County. The recent drought in Cali-
fornia has reminded many of us how imperiled
our water supply is. Water demand in Cali-
fornia is set to increase by 16 percent be-
tween 2010 and 2030, but fortunately, the
OCWD is doing much to meet the counties
needs.

The new groundwater replenishment system
is one of the world’s most high-tech, as it pro-
duces 70 million gallons per day, enough for
half a million people. Innovative thinking such
as this has greatly helped our community, and
will do much to meet growing demand.

On its 75th anniversary, I'd like to again
congratulate the OCWD and its employees for
its valuable contributions to Orange County.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1199.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
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EASTERN NEW MEXICO RURAL
WATER SYSTEM AUTHORIZATION
ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5710) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to provide financial as-
sistance to the Eastern New Mexico
Rural Water Authority for the plan-
ning, design, and construction of the
Eastern New Mexico Rural Water Sys-
tem, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 5710

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eastern New
Mexico Rural Water System Authorization
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AUTHORITY.—The term ‘‘Authority”
means the Eastern New Mexico Rural Water
Authority, an entity formed under State law
for the purposes of planning, financing, de-
veloping, and operating the System.

(2) ENGINEERING REPORT.—The term ‘‘engi-
neering report’” means the report entitled
“Eastern New Mexico Rural Water System
Preliminary Engineering Report” and dated
October 2006.

(3) PLAN.—The term ‘‘plan’ means the op-
eration, maintenance, and replacement plan
required by section 4(b).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
State of New Mexico.

(6) SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘System”
means the Eastern New Mexico Rural Water
System, a water delivery project designed to
deliver approximately 16,500 acre-feet of
water per year from the Ute Reservoir to the
cities of Clovis, Elida, Grady, Melrose,
Portales, and Texico and other locations in
Curry, Roosevelt, and Quay Counties in the
State.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘System’ in-
cludes the major components and associated
infrastructure identified as the ‘‘Best Tech-
nical Alternative’ in the engineering report.

(7) UTE RESERVOIR.—The term ‘Ute Res-
ervoir’”’” means the impoundment of water
created in 1962 by the construction of the Ute
Dam on the Canadian River, located approxi-
mately 32 miles upstream of the border be-
tween New Mexico and Texas.

SEC. 3. EASTERN NEW MEXICO RURAL WATER
SYSTEM.

(a) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-
vide financial and technical assistance to the
Authority to assist in planning, designing,
conducting related preconstruction activi-
ties for, and constructing the System.

(2) USE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any financial assistance
provided under paragraph (1) shall be obli-
gated and expended only in accordance with
a cooperative agreement entered into under
section 5(a)(2).

(B) LIMITATIONS.—Financial assistance pro-
vided under paragraph (1) shall not be used—

(i) for any activity that is inconsistent
with constructing the System; or

(ii) to plan or construct facilities used to
supply irrigation water for irrigated agricul-
tural purposes.

(b) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of the
total cost of any activity or construction
carried out using amounts made available
under this Act shall be not more than 75 per-
cent of the total cost of the System.

(2) SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT COSTS.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), the total cost of the
System shall include any costs incurred by
the Authority or the State on or after Octo-
ber 1, 2003, for the development of the Sys-
tem.

(c) LIMITATION.—No amounts made avail-
able under this Act may be used for the con-
struction of the System until—

(1) a plan is developed under section 4(b);
and
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