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for 55 years and they enjoy a fruitful life with
their family and friends in Hoboken, New Jer-
sey. They are proud grandparents of Benjamin
Michael and Vanessa M. Vega, and their
youngest, Ashley Smulders. Please join me in
honoring Miguel and Nelly Negron for all their
accomplishments and years of commitment as
residents of Hoboken, New Jersey.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENTS OF HARRIET R.
MICHEL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commend the work and accomplishments of
Ms. Harriet Michel. | would like to thank Ms.
Michel for all of her hard work and her con-
tribution to the minority business community.

Harriet R. Michel's work as president of the
National Minority Supplier Council, NMSDC,
has created a platform for the growth of minor-
ity business development. Ms. Michel has con-
tributed greatly to the empowerment of minor-
ity business owners by creating opportunities
to compete for corporate contracts.

| would like to again thank Ms. Michel for
her great contribution to the minority business
community and | would like to wish her luck in
all her future endeavors.

[From the CaribWoman, June 3, 2008]
NMSDC PRESIDENT TO RETIRE IN 2009

NEW YORK, NY.—Harriet R. Michel, presi-
dent of the National Minority Supplier De-
velopment Council (NMSDC), announced
that she will retire after 20 years of service
effective January 31, 2009. Ms. Michel was
named president of NMSDC in September
1988.

“I'm very proud of what the NMSDC has
accomplished in my 20 years with the organi-
zation,” said Ms. Michel. ‘““We have created
programs to assist our corporate members in
improving their minority supplier develop-
ment processes, offered valuable training for
supplier development professionals and pro-
vided thousands of minority business owners
with the opportunity to compete for cor-
porate contracts. While it saddens me to
leave NMSDC, I have the comfort of knowing
that the organization is as strong as it’s ever
been, and will certainly remain an invalu-
able asset to corporate America and minor-
ity business owners.”’

During her tenure, NMSDC’S corporate
membership nearly quadrupled, and cor-
porate member purchases from minority-
owned businesses increased from $10.5 billion
to more than $100 billion. The organization’s
staff increased from 8 to 22, and its annual
budget grew from $2 million plus to $16 mil-
lion, which has strengthened the affiliate
network, too.

Since Ms. Michel became president, nine
chairmen from major corporations served as
chairman of the NMSDC board, including
David E. Miller (JCPenney Stores and Cata-
log, 1986-88); Joseph E. Antonini (Kmart Cor-
poration, 1988-1991); Robert C. Stempel (Gen-
eral Motors Corporation, 1991-93); Arthur C.
Martinez (Sears, Roebuck and Co., 1994-1997);
George A. David (United Technologies Cor-
poration, 1998-2000); Daniel P. Burnham
(Raytheon Company, 2001-03); John M. Barth
(Johnson Controls, Inc., 2004-05); and Steven
S. Reinemund (PepsiCo, Inc., 2006-07), Terry
J. Lundgren, chairman, president and chief
executive officer of Macy’s, Inc., is the cur-
rent chairman.
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Under Ms. Michel’s leadership, the NMSDC
experienced tremendous financial growth
and implemented all of the core national
programs available to its corporate members
and MBEs today.

Under Ms. Michel’s guidance, the organiza-
tion expanded the size of its annual con-
ference from 700 attendees in 1998 to more
than 7,000. A one-day business opportunity
fair was added to the conference, which is
considered the nation’s benchmark forum for
minority supplier development.

The NMSDC’s Minority Business Informa-
tion Center was created in 1994. It is the only
national centralized source of information
about minority business development and
trends.

The Center’s resources include access to
online databases; a vast collection of maga-
zines, newspapers and journals with articles
pertinent to minority business development;
statistical data from the U.S. Bureau of the
Census; books containing corporate facts and
figures; information on legislation affecting
minority business development; links to rel-
evant sites for the government, media, and
other organizations; publications, order
forms, audio and video cassettes; NMSDC
Council referrals for certification; and the
organization’s e-Newsletter and archives.

In 1990, the NMSDC created the annual Mi-
nority Business Leadership Awards Dinner-
Dance to recognize MBEs and corporations
for their long-standing achievements in mi-
nority supplier development. Today, more
than 1,700 guests attend the event.

Ms. Michel will remain in her position
through the end of January 2009. An NMSDC
search committee will work with a national
executive search firm that specializes in
non-profit leadership recruitment to fill the
position.

——————

IN HONOR OF BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL WALTER J. “BUD” BACON

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | wish to
honor a man whose professional accomplish-
ments and personal character have brought
great distinction to Tennessee and this Nation.

Retired U.S. Air Force BG Walter J. “Bud”
Bacon passed away on Monday, June 2,
2008. General Bacon was always very kind to
me and is a man for whom | have the greatest
respect.

As a Vietnam and Korean War Veteran,
General Bacon earned many decorations and
awards, including the Legion of Merit with oak
leaf cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross with
two oak leaf clusters, Bronze Star Medal, Mer-
itorious Service Medal, Air Medal with 11 oak
leaf clusters and Air Force Commendation
Medal with oak leaf cluster.

For a man of many remarkable military
achievements, it would have been easy for
General Bacon to lose touch with his roots.
This was never the case. After his retirement,
General Bacon was a vocal, active presence
at Knoxville area Veterans meetings and a
founding member of the East Tennessee Vet-
erans Memorial Association. Memories of his
humor, humility, and devotion to East Ten-
nessee will endure for many, many years.

General Bacon’s life is a truly America story
of Patriotic determination. He had always
wanted to attend West Point but was turned
down twice for not meeting the height require-
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ment. As the story goes, he came up with a
plan to have his friends carry him lying flat
early in the morning to the physical. The rea-
son—he heard you were tallest when you first
wake up.

Whether the doctor was impressed with his
determination or the tactic truly put his height
over the top, General Bacon went on to have
one of the greatest careers in the Air Force of
any man ever. It was an American dream
come true.

General Bacon loved God, family, and his
Country, and never stopped serving them all.
Right up until his death, the highly-decorated
General greeted wounded soldiers returning
home from Iraq.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | offer my con-
dolences to General Bacon’s family, and call
to the attention of my colleagues and other
leaders of the RECORD the eulogy of General
Bacon, given by his friend Retired United
States Air Force COL Joseph E. Sutter, which
is reprinted below.

EULOGY FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL WALTER J.
“BUD’’ BACON, USAF (RETIRED)
Friday, June 6, 2008, First Presbyterian
Church, Knoxville, TN

(Delivered by Joseph E. Sutter, Colonel,
USAF (Retired))

Joyce, Betsey, Katy, and all of your fami-
lies—let me thank you for the honor and
high privilege to say a few words about my
friend, Bud Bacon. I knew him as ‘“Bud,”” and
for some reason he called me ‘‘Josephine.” I
can’t say that I ever knew why.

Some of you knew him as ‘“Buddy.” Some
as ‘‘General.” Others as ‘‘Pa,” and some of
you knew him as ‘“‘Grand Buddy.” No mat-
ter—we all felt the same about him.

I first met him some 14 years ago, and I
certainly wish I had known him Ilonger.
Within a few weeks of meeting Bud, I re-
member coming home and telling my wife
Geri: “When I grow up, I want to be like Bud
Bacon.” Allow me to share with you a few of
the reasons why.

Bud had a great attitude about life. One of
the entries in the blogs in the Knoxville
News Sentinel said that Bud Bacon had the
attitude that the ‘‘glass is half full.”” He was
always happy, and had an infectious laugh.
As his daughter Betsey relates, her father
was fond of saying: ‘“‘If I die tonight, I will
die a happy man.”

He had the love of his family—actually two
families. He loved to travel. He loved his
country, and made serving his country his
profession. I'll say more about this a little
later. And he loved his God.

LOVE OF COMMUNITY

Bud loved his community. He came home
after a distinguished Air Force career and
immediately began to ‘‘give back’ by sup-
porting so many worthwhile activities, in-
cluding the Ramsay House Plantation, the
Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)
Youth Leadership Forum, the University of
Tennessee Center for the Study of War and
Society, the Knoxville Veterans Day Lunch-
eon, Memorial Day Services, Pearl Harbor
Day Ceremonies, Flag Day Ceremonies, the
Air Force Association, and so many others
too numerous to mention.

LOVE OF FRIENDS

Bud had the love of so many friends, and
he would go ‘‘the extra mile” for any of
them. Allow me to tell you a short story of
how he went not only the extra mile for me,
but the extra 6,000 miles! Geri and I were vis-
iting Vienna, Austria, a number of years ago
and were window shopping on a Saturday
afternoon. There was a unique terry cloth
robe in one of the stores that I wanted to get
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for Geri, but she said that we could wait
until tomorrow so we would not have to
carry it the rest of the day. What we did not
realize is that most of the shops are closed
on Sunday, and we were returning home the
following day.I casually mentioned this
story to Bud a few weeks later, and he said
that he and Joyce were visiting Vienna soon,
and he would look for the robe. Sure enough,
when they returned they brought the robe
over, and it remains a prized possession
today mainly because of the extra effort that
Bud put forth to get it.

He was always looking to do good thing for
others. He nominated me for a community
service award, and I nominated him for a
similar award. As it turns out, he was a bet-
ter writer than me! (I won and he did not).

On Wednesday, May 21st, Bud came to the
Knoxville airport early in the morning to
wish a safe trip to more than 100 World War
II veterans heading to Washington, DC, to
see the WW II and other Memorials as part of
HonorAir Knoxville. We were looking at the
pictures of the sendoff the other day and
there wasBud with a big smile on his face
wishing the ‘‘old timers’ a great trip. When
I talked to him that morning, he said he was
heading off to Green Meadow Country Club
to play golf after we left.

LOVE OF GOLF

And while Bud certainly had a love of golf,
he freely would admit that he was not the
greatest golfer in the world, but he always
had fun. When I would ask him how he did,
his usual answer was ‘‘lousy!” Bud and I had
the same barber, Curry Whittaker of Volun-
teer Barber Shop. Both Bud and Curry were
left-handed golfers, and Curry offered to let
Bud use a new driver that should help im-
prove his game. Bud was excited, but the
next time he came into the shop he tossed
the driver back to Curry and said: ‘‘This
thing didn’t help a bit!”’

And he enjoyed golf with his brother, John.
My brother Frank and I were on a golf trip
together last week and we thought of Bud
often. This helped us cherish our time to-
gether even more.

And one final golf story. Shortly after I
met Bud, we were together at an Air Force
Association (AFA) meeting and agreed that
it would be fun for the local AFA chapter to
sponsor a golf tournament. After trying for
more than a year to find someone to come
forward and organize the tourney, Bud and I
agreed that we would hold one in the fall,
even if it was only the two of us playing to-
gether at Green Meadow. The annual event is
now in its tenth year, and with the approval
of Joyce, the tourney will now be named in
his honor: ‘“The Air Force Association Gen-
eral Bud Bacon Memorial Golf Classic.” Bud
would want all of you golfers to join us this
fall for fun, and what a great way to honor
his legacy.

LOVE OF COUNTRY

And perhaps his love was most on display
in how he felt about his country. I'm sure
many of you know how he got admitted to
West Point, but let me share with you one of
the versions of that wonderful story. Bud
was too short—he did not meet the minimum
height to be admitted so he enrolled at the
University of Tennessee. After being turned
down at West Point for the second time, he
heard that you are a little bit taller in the
morning when you first get up, as compared
to later in the day when your body has time
to compress or shrink. He hatched a plan to
have some of his friends carry him to be
measured first thing in the morning, without
standing up. Depending on whose version of
the story you believe, he either just made
the height, or the doctor was impressed by
his dogged determination and signed off on
the physical. In either case, the rest is his-
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tory—he went on to a very distinguished ca-
reer in the US Air Force. He used this story
to make the point that ‘. .. if you want
something bad enough, you can achieve it.”
Who would have thought that someone could
actually make himself taller? He may have
been short in stature, but he was very tall on
determination and character!

In the Air Force, he was tested in combat
in two wars: Korea and Vietnam. His unit in
Vietnam was known as the ‘“‘Misty FACs,” or
forward air controllers. According to Bud’s
friend and fellow fighter pilot, retired Air
Force Colonel Charlie Harr: ‘“The Misty
FACs were among the first to perform a very
dangerous mission. They were widely known
for their daring and bravery.”

Bud had command of the 31lst Tactical
Fighter Wing at Homestead AFB, FL, later
in his career. I spoke to one of his pilots that
I know, retired Air Force Lt. General Don
Peterson. Here is what Don had to say:

‘“His leadership at Homestead was splen-
did. He knew how to lead and get the job
done, but just as importantly, he knew how
to take care of the people who served under
him. He was a role model for us all. Our mo-
rale was higher than ever, which made us
all—and our Air Force—better.”

Bud was an active member of virtually
every local military organization, including
the Air Force Association, the East Ten-
nessee Military Affairs Council, the East
Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association,
and he was the driving force behind the ren-
ovation of the Doughboy Statue and Plaza at
Knoxville High School, his alma mater.

He was the Grand Marshall of the 2004
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. I know you
all remember the wonderful picture of Bud
that appeared in the News Sentinel—proudly
in uniform, saluting, smiling, and with sev-
eral flags in his hand. I have a copy of that
picture with me today.

It’s clear that he deeply loved our coun-
try’s flag and proudly and properly displayed
it at his home. He always had it lighted at
night and would take it down when he and
Joyce traveled. Joyce would say that he
might forget a few things from time to time,
but would never forget to take down the flag.

And he planned the music for this service.
Is there any doubt that he loved his country?

Finally, Bud sent an e-mail to his grandson
Schuyler, a proud Marine who had recently
returned from Iraq. Bud wrote the e-mail on
Friday, May 23rd, the day before he took ill.
What a summary of Bud’s feelings. This is
what Bud had to say—his own words:
Subject: “Words of Encouragement’’

If I may quote you, Schuyler, you said: “‘I
believe strongly in what we’re doing. . . .”
Those are, again in your words, words of en-
couragement to me. Those of us in uniform
are obedient to our leaders and commanders,
and we believe in the rights and privileges
we have inherited—from those who went be-
fore us, in uniform and not in uniform. We
are not automatons; we do have hearts and
souls and minds of our own. But we recognize
we are chosen to do the tough work—when
tough work has to be done.

The pictures of you in uniform and in com-
bat are treasures; you look as sturdy as the
truck. You have made the Bacon family
proud. Keep us informed of your progress to-
ward special operations.

Love, Grand Bud

FAITH

Finally, we know that faith was large part
of his life. Bud taught Sunday school and
was a Deacon at this church. The words of
Saint Matthew, Chapter 25, seem appropriate
to sum things up: ‘“Well done, good and
faithful servant.”

I know we all believe that Bud is in heaven
with our God in Paradise. It doesn’t get any
better than that.
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That is why, “When I grow up, I want to be
like Bud Bacon.”

———

INTRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR
POWER TECHNOLOGIES BILL

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a bill to prevent President Bush
from sending nuclear power technologies and
materials to Saudi Arabia, one of the most en-
ergy-rich nations in the world. | am proud to
be joined in introducing this bill by the
gentlelady from Florida, Representative ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN, the Ranking Member of the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs. | am
also pleased that our bill is being introduced
on the Senate side by Senator SCHUMER of
New York.

Last month, President Bush went to Saudi
Arabia to seek more oil production from the
Saudis. Americans are being turned upside
down at the pump every day, with money
being shaken out of their pockets. Despite this
hardship, the Saudis turned President Bush
down flat at the time. Having failed to per-
suade the Saudis to provide relief for Amer-
ican consumers, the President then did some-
thing truly shocking, even by the standards of
this failed administration: he agreed to supply
Saudi Arabia with nuclear power plants.

Why does Saudi Arabia, the most energy-
rich nation on the face of the planet, with the
largest oil reserves in the world and huge po-
tential for renewable electricity generation,
need nuclear power? The answer is simple:
they don’t.

For any country with so much oil, gas, and
solar potential, importing nuclear power makes
zero economic sense. So why would Saudi
Arabia seek nuclear power technology? There
is only one possible answer: the Kingdom
feels threatened by the rise of Iran, and it
wants to guarantee that Saudi Arabia, too, can
play the nuclear game.

President Bush’s policy towards Iran has
been one long story of failure. And now Presi-
dent Bush is doubling down on his bad bets,
pushing to send even more nuclear materials
and technology into the Middle East. The
President’s bizarre decision to ship nuclear
power plants to the Saudis not only is unnec-
essary, but it's extremely dangerous. The Mid-
dle East is already the most unstable region in
the world and pouring more nuclear fuel onto
this smoldering region could ignite a raging
fire storm engulfing areas far beyond Saudi
Arabia’s borders.

If Saudi Arabia wants to diversify its energy
sources, that is appropriate and sensible, and
we should help the Saudis down this path. But
let’s do it right. Saudi Arabia is three times the
size of Texas and broils under constant sun-
shine. The country is a vast desert. The
United States should be helping the Kingdom
exploit its enormous solar energy potential, not
building nuclear reactors. That's why this bill
also encourages the President to establish a
solar power development and assistance pro-
gram with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Madam Speaker, | am proud of the strong
bipartisan support that this bill, to block the
transfer of nuclear power technologies to
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