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wouldn’t cost the taxpayers a dime. In order 
to achieve this we would have to convert our 
power generation from fossil fuel to nuclear 
and hydroelectric, and switch to electric 
cars, trucks and trains. The technology for 
this exists now, although some of it is still 
in the laboratory. What is preventing its im-
plementation is government regulation. 

After World War II, the utilities put for-
ward a plan to convert all of this country’s 
power generation to nuclear and hydro-
electric. The plan was eminently feasible, 
but was blocked by government regulation. 
During the 1970s, congress passed what was 
popularly know as the ‘‘small hydro bill’’. 

This excellent piece of legislation sought 
to encourage cities and towns to take advan-
tage of their local rivers and streams to gen-
erate power. This would have given local 
communities a reliable source of clean, low 
cost power, and reduced the need for long 
distance transmission lines and dependence 
on the grid. Implementation of this plan was 
blocked by the environmentalists. 

Solar energy and wind power are not prac-
tical alternatives. 

Nuclear power is safe. In more than fifty 
years of generating power in this country, 
not a single person has ever been killed or 
injured by a nuclear accident. So far as I am 
aware, not a single person has ever been 
killed or injured by a nuclear power plant 
with its reactor in a containment building. 
The accident at Chernobyl was possible only 
because the reactors there were not housed 
in a containement building. 

Nuclear power is inexpensive. What is 
making nuclear power plants expensive is ex-
cessive and irrational government regula-
tion, based not on sound science and engi-
neering, but on a desire to appease the envi-
ronmentalists. This was true as far back as 
1967. The effect of this government regula-
tion is not to make nuclear power plants 
safer, but to make them impossible. 

Government regulation, especially NHTSA, 
is preventing entrepreneurs from making 
electric cars. There is not a single company 
manufacturing electric cars in this country 
for sale to the public. That is a disgrace. The 
FMVSS (Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards) are nonsensical gibberish. 
NHTSA needs to be abolished and the politi-
cians and the bureaucrats need to stop inter-
fering in car design. 

In summary, the whole huge body of exces-
sive, irrational government regulation which 
has piled up over that last 60 years needs to 
be repealed. 

Government is the problem. The solution 
is for government to get out of the way. 

Most respectfully yours, 
STEFAN, PhD (aerospace engineering). 

SENATOR CRAPO, I couldn’t possibly dis-
agree w/you more with respect to the current 
energy situation. I think that the high prices 
for gas/diesel that we’re experiencing are a 
necessary evil. It is time for this entire 
country, but our politicians in Washington 
(yes, this means you!) especially, to wake up 
& realize that the amount of petroleum on 
this planet based is finite. The current prob-
lem with prices should not be dealt w/by 
some half-assed politically motivated Band- 
Aid. 

The United States has a chance to be at 
the forefront of research into whatever tech-
nology will ultimately replace petroleum- 
based energy. Rather than subsidizing eth-
anol production from corn (absolutely no ad-
vantage in terms of use of petroleum—it’s 
merely at a different phase of production), 
why not step up to the plate & provide incen-
tives for research into alternative energy. 
Instead of the U.S. depending on foreign oil, 
why not make the rest of the world depend-
ent on U.S. company patents for whatever 

ultimately replaces petroleum as the leading 
energy technology? 

Thanks for listening, 
TODD, Boise. 

DEAR MIKE, We appreciate this opportunity 
to share with you how energy prices are af-
fecting us and hope this will help you con-
vince your colleagues that something needs 
to be done NOW!! 

We are farmers in southern Idaho. We are 
helping to keep this country fed. It is 40 
miles to our nearest town where we shop for 
all our needs—from groceries to supplies to 
run the farm. Our fuel is delivered from 40 
miles away as well. We have no public trans-
portation to rely on so we have no choice but 
to keep driving our vehicles to supply our 
needs and to try to conserve where we can. 
Just today, we had to drive 90 miles one way 
to obtain a repair part for our hay har-
vesting equipment. That trip cost us nearly 
twice what it would have cost this time last 
year. Diesel for our tractors is nearly $5.00/ 
gallon. If Congress doesn’t act now, this 
country is going to wake up to food short-
ages because we won’t be able to afford to 
keep filling our fuel tanks to keep the food 
pipeline full. Trucks won’t be able to afford 
to keep transporting food to the stores and 
one day in the not too distant future, the 
store shelves will be empty. What will Con-
gress do then about the riots and other vio-
lence that will result? We want our energy 
companies to drill for oil NOW, both on and 
off shore! We want our energy companies to 
drill in ANWR, NOW!!! We want our energy 
companies to be able to utilize Coal-to-Oil 
technologies NOW!!! We want to be free of 
our dependence on the Middle East for our 
energy needs. If nuclear energy can be uti-
lized safely, let’s use it. 

Let’s use wind turbines. Let’s utilize solar 
farms on our vast acreages of public lands 
here in Idaho. We must act before our econ-
omy is destroyed. It will take decades to re-
pair the damage if Congress doesn’t act 
NOW!!!!! 

Feel free to share our story. 
Sincerely, 

KIRT AND JANET, Malta. 

You’ve got this one about right. 
Our problems as usual are the result of al-

lowing political expediency to make bad pol-
icy. 

We can no longer afford to genuflect at the 
green altar. By all means let’s streamline 
the approval process for new nuclear plants 
and begin drilling ASAP in ANWR and off 
both coasts. THE STATES DO NOT HAVE 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THEIR COASTAL 
WATERS. If the federal government can tie 
up half of Idaho, it should also be able to ap-
prove drilling off the coasts of FL, CA et al. 

In your letter, you skip over another ag-
gravating factor inflicted on our economy by 
Congress. I refer of course to the ethanol 
mandate. The primaries are over. Iowa has 
once again been shamelessly pandered to. 
Repeal the ethanol mandate, eliminate tar-
iffs on imported (Brazilian sugar based) eth-
anol. Watch fuel and food cost drop simulta-
neously. This should be a no brainer even for 
Congress. 

STU, Donnelly. 

SENATOR CRAPO: I first want to thank you 
for even being considerate enough to ask my 
opinion. Not asking constituents is a major 
problem with our politics these days but 
that issue is for another email. 

My family is fortunate enough that the ris-
ing energy costs are, at this point, a frus-
trating inconvenience and not a major issue 
as it is with many. What is of concern to me 
is our country’s willingness to be held hos-
tage by others in the world. We have vast re-

serves of our own fossil fuel that we refuse to 
develop in addition to our refusal to develop 
nuclear energy, wind and solar sources. As I 
understand it, we do not want to ‘‘damage’’ 
the environment. I don’t want to ‘‘damage’’ 
our environment either but GOD has blessed 
this country with resources and the tech-
nology for developing those resources has 
changed for the better in the last 50 years. 

I am also tired of the rhetoric that ‘in Eu-
rope energy costs have been much higher 
than here for decades’. Well, the plain truth 
is I don’t live in Europe. The USA has been, 
until outsourcing became our corporate goal, 
the most advanced, the most productive, the 
most ingenious, the most prosperous, the 
most giving nation in ALL of history. Be-
sides, why don’t I hear the cost comparison 
with Venezuela? Gasoline there is $0.25 per 
gallon. Why don’t we become more like 
them? Not that I would want to, but you get 
my drift. 

Not to belabor the issue, but the rising 
cost of energy is only one of the visual symp-
toms of a much deeper problem. The problem 
of being stripped of our national identity, of 
falling victim to the erroneous global warm-
ing scam, of the socialist philosophy of 
wealth distribution, just to mention a few 
elitist liberal doctrines. 

Anyway, I want to thank you again for 
your interest in my thoughts. Keep up the 
good fight. 

RUSSELL, Hayden. 

Fuel prices are devastating every section 
of our economy. A family reunion trip from 
Nampa to Seattle and Return in my diesel 
pickup and camper cost $460 for fuel alone. 
Idaho Power has implemented two major 
price increases since the first of the year. 
Intermountain Gas has raised their price re-
cently by nearly 9 percent. Our food prices 
are skyrocketing while our government tries 
to substitute fuel from food for ample re-
sources of energy in the ground we walk on 
but aren’t allowed to drill for. 

Congress and the administration should be 
ashamed that we are not utilizing safe nu-
clear energy and expanding use of our coal 
resources. You (collectively) have stopped 
the development of nearly all natural re-
sources available to us and also stopped the 
building of refineries to keep up with the 
U.S. demand for oil. 

It has made life much tougher for those of 
us who aren’t depending on the public to 
take care of us. 

Shame on all of you. 
LARRY, Nampa. 

f 

COMMENDING MOUNT OLIVE 
TROJANS 

Mr. BURR. Madam President, I rise 
today to congratulate a college base-
ball team that won a national title last 
month. 

I am speaking of Mount Olive College 
in Mount Olive, NC. They beat 
Ouachita Baptist in a 6–2 victory to 
win the NCAA Division II National 
Baseball Championship—the first na-
tional championship title of any kind 
in Mount Olive College history. 

The Mount Olive Trojans finished the 
season with a 58–6 overall record. The 
Trojans ended their season strong win-
ning 24 out of their final 26 games. 

This win marks an especially ex-
traordinary one for Mount Olive Col-
lege Trojans. This is the Trojans first- 
ever national championship win in any 
sport. In a town made famous for their 
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pickles, baseball can now be added as a 
point of interest. 

Led by head coach Carl Lancaster, 
the Trojans were up by a five-run lead 
at the end of the first inning. Thanks 
in part to Josh Harrison’s at-bat that 
resulted in a single and Dylan Holton’s 
three-run double, Mount Olive mounted 
an early 5–0 advantage over Ouachita 
Baptist. 

Mount Olive College was featured on 
national television in the May edition 
of ‘‘NCAA On Campus.’’ This gave the 
players a chance to brag a little about 
their accomplishments, as all nine 
players in the Trojans’ starting lineup 
were nationally ranked in at least one 
statistical category at the time of tap-
ing. 

The Trojans’ efforts have not gone 
unnoticed by Major League Baseball. 
Five of the players from Mount Olive’s 
2008 National Championship team will 
all be playing professionally in the 
coming year. Additionally, four players 
have been named All American. This is 
wonderful news for these deserving 
young men. 

Also due recognition is the Trojans’ 
academic performance. Their emphasis 
on academic success earned them a 
team grade point average of 3.13 on a 4 
point scale. 

The baseball team’s success can be 
attributed to their well-rounded 2008 
roster that included: Jackson Massey, 
Jesse Lancaster, Anthony Hernandez, 
Anthony Williams, Weston Curles, 
Todd Jeffreys, David Cooper, Mike 
Kicia, Paul Novicki, Tyler Smith, Pat 
Ball, Alex Vertcnik, Dylan Holton, 
Rich Racobaldo, Joseph Westbrook, 
Andy Hilliard, Kyle Jones, Jason 
Sherrer, Josh Harrison, Casey Hodges, 
Erik Lovett, Michael Williams, Ryan 
Schlecht, Craig Beasley, Thomas 
Newsome, and Airlon Vinson. The team 
was coached by: Carl Lancaster, Aaron 
Akin, and Rob Watt. 

Again, I commend the Mount Olive 
Trojans, the 2008 NCAA Division II 
Baseball National Championship team 
and coach Carl Lancaster on an incred-
ible season. Also, I would like to wish 
those players drafted into the Major 
Leagues the best of luck. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING MAURICE A. 
CALDERON 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
pleased to ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a longtime commu-
nity leader in Inland Southern Cali-
fornia, Maurice A. Calderon, as he re-
tires from a long career of service and 
support to his community. 

Maurice Calderon as a board member 
for Banning Unified School District, as 
a trustee with the San Jacinto Commu-
nity College District, and as a trustee 
for the San Bernardino Valley College 
Foundation. Mr. Calderon has also 
served as a member of the foundation 
for the University of California, River-
side. 

Maurice Calderon has also served his 
community through involvement in a 
number of community organizations. 
He is a member of the Inland Empire 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and 
the Inland Empire African American 
Chamber of Commerce. He has served 
as the director of the Inland Empire 
Economic Partnership, and as chair-
man of the Inland Empire Hispanic 
Leadership Council. Maurice is also the 
president of Sinfonia Mexicana, a His-
panic symphony that provides cultural 
enrichment throughout the region. 

For his longstanding work through-
out various communities, Maurice 
Calderon has been the recipient of nu-
merous titles of distinction and awards 
of commendation. He has been named 
the ‘‘Father of the Year’’ and the ‘‘Cit-
izen of the Year’’ by the cities of Ban-
ning and Beaumont, respectively. His-
panic Lifestyle Magazine and the In-
land Empire Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce named him the ‘‘Hispanic of the 
Year,’’ and he was named to the South-
ern California Native American and 
Latino Hall of Fame. In April 2004, he 
was honored as the recipient of the 
Reconocimiento Ohtli Award, which is 
given by the Mexican Ministry of For-
eign Affairs to role models who have 
successfully contributed to the well- 
being of their communities. And in 
2005, the city of Banning acknowledged 
Maurice and the entire Calderon family 
for their more than 100 years of com-
munity service, and named a street in 
their honor, ‘‘Calderon Way.’’ 

As Mr. Calderon retires, he can look 
back on a distinguished career of serv-
ice to his community, to education, 
and to cultural awareness. I join with 
members of his community in wishing 
him a wonderful retirement.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
MICHAEL A. COLLINGS 

∑ Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, 
I pay tribute to an exceptional officer 
in the U.S. Air Force, MG Michael A. 
Collings upon his retirement after 
more than 33 years of distinguished 
service. Throughout his career, General 
Collings has personified the Air Force 
core values of integrity, selfless serv-
ice, and excellence in the many mis-
sions the Air Force provides in defense 
of our nation. It is my privilege to rec-
ognize his many accomplishments and 
to commend him for the superb service 
he has provided the Air Force and our 
Nation. 

General Collings entered the U.S. Air 
Force as a graduate of Southern Illi-
nois University’s Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program in 1974. His ca-
reer has spanned a variety of oper-
ational assignments and major com-
mand staff functions. A command pilot 
with more than 2600 hours in the T–37, 
T–38 and F–16, General Collings spent 
more than 10 years in the cockpit, in-
structing in the T–37, F–16 and at the 
U.S. Air Force Fighter Weapons 
School. Moving to the logistics field in 
1987, General Collings has served on the 

staff at Headquarters, U.S. Air Force, 
Washington DC, Headquarters Pacific 
Air Forces, Hickam Air Force Base, HI, 
and Headquarters Air Combat Com-
mand, Langley Air Force Base, VA. He 
has commanded two squadrons, two 
groups, and two wings including the 
82nd Training Wing at Sheppard Air 
Force Base, Texas and the Warner Rob-
ins Air Logistics Center, Air Force Ma-
teriel Command, Robins Air Force 
Base, GA. 

His assignments have increased in 
scope and responsibility, culminating 
in his current assignment as Chief, Of-
fice of Military Cooperation, Egypt. As 
the Senior U.S. Defense Representative 
to Egypt, General Collings leads six di-
visions responsible for all aspects of 
the security assistance mission in 
Egypt. In addition to providing advice 
and assistance to the Government of 
Egypt on a wide range of military pro-
curement and training issues, the Of-
fice of Military Cooperation serves as a 
liaison between the Egyptian Ministry 
of Defense and United States Central 
Command, coordinating the planning 
of joint military exercises throughout 
the region. 

During his career, General Collings 
has served the U.S. Air Force and our 
Nation with excellence, distinction, 
and unwavering integrity. His excep-
tional leadership skills have been evi-
dent throughout his career as he re-
peatedly demonstrated superb com-
mand and operational leadership, a 
brilliant and innovative vision for his 
unit’s future, and an unmatched loy-
alty to his faith, people and country. 

General Collings will retire from the 
U.S. Air Force on August 1, 2008 after 
33 years and 1 month of dedicated com-
missioned service. On behalf of Con-
gress, the country, and the State of 
Georgia, I thank General Collings, his 
wife Jan, and their entire family for 
the commitment and sacrifices they 
have made throughout his honorable 
service. Congratulations on completing 
an outstanding and exemplary military 
career.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
NAVY NURSE CORPS 

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, 
today I wish to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the U.S. Navy Nurse 
Corps. 

As a proud supporter of the Navy 
Nurse Corps, both the officers and the 
many enlisted and civilian personnel 
who work alongside them, I am pleased 
that we are recognizing their contribu-
tions to our navy and our great nation. 

On May 13, 1908, President Theodore 
Roosevelt signed the Naval Appropria-
tions bill that authorized the establish-
ment of the Nurse Corps as a unique 
staff corps of the Navy. A small group 
of trained nurses were carefully chosen 
to establish an ‘‘orderly, disciplined 
corps with a respectable reputation and 
excellent benefits, if somewhat limited 
pay.’’ Leaving societal norms behind, 
the Sacred Twenty, led by Ms. Esther 
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