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Now to ensure compliance, the de-

partment will be empowered to carry 
out unannounced inspections and en-
forcement. And above all, this bill 
places the safety and well-being of the 
child above marketing hype and un-
scrupulous operators. In some cases, 
people have closed a program in one 
State and moved to another State. 
These programs that truly help chil-
dren with a positive, uplifting experi-
ence will only benefit from this legisla-
tion. 

There is no place in America for a 
program that hurts kids who are there 
trying to get help. This is not a boot-
strap program, it is a dangerous pro-
gram that should be changed or shut 
down, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this. 

To allow children who are unable to 
control their own emotions and their 
own well-being to be in the hands of 
people who aren’t thinking about them 
from their safety first is really a mis-
guided program, and this bill will cor-
rect that. 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Chairman, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Idaho (Mr. SALI). 

Mr. SALI. Madam Chairman, child 
abuse is a horrendous evil. Such abuse 
is reported on an average of every 10 
seconds in the United States. And 
three children die every day in our 
country as a result of abuse. Any abuse 
in residential treatment programs is an 
incredible travesty. 

While fighting child abuse poses a 
tremendous challenge for us to over-
come, this bill is not the answer. The 
manager’s amendment makes great 
progress in improving the bill, yet 
there remain provisions that are sim-
ply unconscionable for those who re-
spect the system of Federalism long es-
tablished in our Nation. H.R. 5876 rep-
resents a dramatic expansion of the 
Federal oversight role in really an un-
precedented area. Most States already 
have systems in place to check the 
abuse that this legislation would sup-
posedly address. Yet this legislation 
would trump those systems. This bill 
provides a one-size-fits-all mandate for 
residential treatment facilities, inflexi-
ble to the needs of actual children and 
unresponsive to the local challenges 
faced by such youth treatment pro-
grams. 

Residential treatment programs have 
had a great impact on youth in my dis-
trict in Idaho. For instance, Cherry 
Gulch is a small, owner-operated treat-
ment facility located on 220 acres of 
pristine land near Boise, Idaho. The 
ranch-style therapeutic boarding 
school is designed specifically for 10- to 
14-year-old boys, and has made an in-
credible difference in the lives of the 
youth who have participated in those 
programs. Yet directors of these facili-
ties have expressed grave concerns to 
me that their needs will not be met by 
H.R. 5876. 

For instance, as one treatment pro-
gram director pointed out, in a State 
like Idaho where usage of drugs like 

methamphetamine has exploded, giving 
every child the undefined right to so- 
called ‘‘reasonable’’ access to a tele-
phone creates direct and unreasonable 
risks. Why allow youth the oppor-
tunity to contact drug dealers when 
the entire point of being put in such a 
facility is to overcome their addic-
tions? 

There is kind of political hubris to 
this approach. The attitude of this bill 
is that we here on Capitol Hill know 
better than people in our home States 
how to address the needs of abused 
children. I find that stunning. I would 
invite any of my colleagues to go back 
to their districts and talk with the peo-
ple who day in and day out work to 
bring hope and healing to children vic-
timized by abuse. I believe they will 
find it, as I have, quite humbling. We 
don’t have all of the answers in Wash-
ington, D.C., and we certainly would be 
wrong to impose a top-down system of 
Federal management on States and lo-
calities. 

Overall, I am certain that we can 
agree that it is important that children 
in residential treatment programs be 
protected. However, I do not believe 
that another Federal intrusion into the 
affairs of all 50 States is the answer. 

In Federalist No. 8, James Madison 
warned of the dangers of creeping Fed-
eral powers over the States. In his 
words: ‘‘Ambitious encroachments of 
the Federal Government on the author-
ity of the State governments would be 
signals of great alarm.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. MCKEON. I yield the gentleman 
an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. SALI. When the Father of the 
Constitution issues such a warning, we 
should listen closely. Even more im-
portantly, the Constitution of the 
United States says in the 10th amend-
ment: ‘‘The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved for the States respectively, or 
to the people.’’ 

In 1941, the New Deal Supreme Court, 
in Darby v. United States, commented 
that this amendment is mere ‘‘truism.’’ 
Many of us here in this body would 
challenge that assertion. The authority 
of the States and their right to govern 
their own affairs is not a trite and ar-
chaic remark but an essential aspect of 
our Federal system. We diminish it to 
the peril of our system of Federalism 
which has been vital to our freedom as 
a Nation. 

H.R. 5876 is not a solution looking for 
a problem, but it is a solution that I 
will submit solves fewer problems than 
it will create. 

b 1630 
The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will 

rise informally. 
The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 

MCDERMOTT) assumed the chair. 
f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-

nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

STOP CHILD ABUSE IN RESIDEN-
TIAL PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
ACT OF 2008 
The Committee resumed its sitting. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Madam Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MCCARTHY) who’s been very, very in-
volved in the drafting of this legisla-
tion and also in other matters before 
our committee to keep children safe in 
whatever setting they’re in. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Chairman, I want to start by 
saying congratulations to Chairman 
MILLER on this important day and 
thank him for his strong leadership 
over the many years that this has been 
an issue for him. 

I also want to thank Chairman MIL-
LER and the committee staff for work-
ing with me on this important legisla-
tion. When we started working on this 
issue in the committee, I became out-
raged over the testimony we heard. 
You see, children are dying. 

I cannot forget the testimony of Bob 
Bacon, father of Aaron Bacon. Bob and 
his wife Sally were seeking the best al-
ternative for their son, Aaron, who was 
struggling. They talked with thera-
pists, counselors, pastors, and doctors, 
and were referred by friends to a par-
ticular program. They read, and I 
quote, in their very compelling bro-
chure, spoke with the office on the 
phone, and met with the owners for a 
personal interview and chose this par-
ticular program for their son. They felt 
that the owners were caring people who 
had experience in counseling kids who 
were struggling with drugs and peer 
pressure. 

He continued on in his testimony to 
our committee: ‘‘Of course, being nor-
mal, trusting, and honest people our-
selves, we assumed we were being told 
the truth.’’ They were not. 

I will never forget the pain in the fa-
ther’s eyes when he told us that he re-
gretted being talked into using the pro-
gram’s escort service, and here is why: 
At 5 a.m., Bob’s son, Aaron, was taken 
from his bed under the threat of phys-
ical force if he resisted. Aaron was not 
permitted to speak to Bob or Sally, his 
mother, or father. His parents managed 
to hug him and tell him that it was for 
the best. The van backed out of the 
driveway, and Bob told us the pleading 
eyes of his son which begged them not 
to send him away haunt them today. 
They never spoke again. 

Aaron died in the wilderness with the 
program’s staff claiming he was faking 
the entire time. Aaron begged to be 
seen by a doctor. The criminal inves-
tigation illuminated 21 days, 21 days of 
physical and psychological abuse and 
neglect that Aaron experienced. There 
is no excuse for this. 

This and many other stories are the 
cause of my outrage, and we should all 
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