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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DAVIS of Alabama).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 25, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ARTUR
DAVIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Archie E. Barringer,
Veterans Medical Clinic, Fayetteville,
North Carolina, offered the following
prayer:

Our Father, we thank You for this
grand and glorious occasion which has
brought us together. We thank You for
the privilege of living in a free country,
for the right to assemble to represent
the will of our people, and to invoke
the laws of this great land.

We ask now for Your divine direc-
tion, wisdom, and guidance in all the
issues that will come before this body
of legislators today.

We know, O God, these are perilous
times in which we live. We are con-
fronted and bombarded with opposition
and evil that threaten our very way of
life, from within and from without.

Grant us the courage combined with
commitment, pride, tempered by hu-
mility and dedication driven by deter-
mination to be the best, to stand in the
gap, and to be all You would have us be
in order to protect, preserve, and de-
fend those freedoms God has intended
for all mankind. And may we persevere
until that day when we shall beat our
spears into pruning hooks, our swords
into plowshares, and study war no
more.

For we ask this prayer, O Lord, in
Your name. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of Ohio led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND ARCHIE E.
BARRINGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. HAYES) is recognized for
1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor Reverend Archie
Barringer and to thank him for being
here today to deliver this morning’s
prayer.

Reverend Barringer has dedicated his
life to serving his country as a soldier,
his fellow soldiers and veterans, his
community, and most importantly the
Lord.

I would like to thank all of our mili-
tary chaplains for the exceptional serv-
ice and spiritual guidance to our sol-
diers, veterans, and their families.

Mr. Speaker, many of our veterans of
Christian faith are complaining that
they are being religiously
disenfranchised by the VA’s effort to

neutralize chapels, services, and memo-
rials. Reverend Barringer has spoken
out against what he feels are overly ag-
gressive practices and guidelines, in
fact. He resigned rather than imple-
ment what he felt were discriminatory
policies.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that his
presence here today will help raise
awareness of these issues so that we
may preserve the tenets and principles
that have served as the religious foun-
dation for so many of our veterans for
SO many years.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———
JUSTICE REVIUS O. ORTIQUE

(Mr. JEFFERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, the
death of Justice Revius O. Ortique this
past Sunday marked the passing of a
true public servant and a selfless lead-
er. A man of historic firsts, most nota-
bly the first African American member
of the Civil District Court of Louisiana
and the first African American member
of Louisiana’s Supreme Court, he
blazed a trail for others to follow. He
was an outstanding lawyer, winning
landmark civil rights cases, and serv-
ing as president of the National Bar
Association. He served our community
as a leader of our Urban League and as
chair of the New Orleans Aviation
Board. He served our Nation, as an
army officer and as an appointee to sig-
nificant Federal posts by five different
Presidents.

Justice Ortique was a man of commu-
nity, faith, and family. He was a man
who loved justice, and he pursued it for
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himself and for others his entire life.
Our Nation is better for his service, his
leadership, and his commitment to his
country. We pray God’s comfort for his
wife of over 60 years, Miriam, his
daughter, Rhesa, and her husband,
Alden, and his grandchildren Chip,
Heidi, and Todd.

——
SUCCESS WE CAN BUILD UPON

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as we approach Independence
Day, I am grateful for the success of
our troops in Iraq and in Afghanistan
to protect American families by defeat-
ing terrorists overseas. With two sons
who have served in Iraq and my former
National Guard 218th Brigade in Af-
ghanistan, I know firsthand our mili-
tary’s accomplishments.

The Department of Defense reports
violence in Iraq has declined signifi-
cantly. Security incidents have fallen
to their lowest level in 4 years. Civilian
deaths are down 75 percent from a year
ago, with the Iraqi military taking
greater control over military oper-
ations against al Qaeda and Iranian-
backed militias.

Increased security has led to in-
creased political and economic
progress where Iraqis are sharing oil
revenues, are developing and imple-
menting a budget, and are taking
greater financial responsibility for
building their infrastructure. We
should recognize these achievements to
eliminate terrorist safe havens so our
decisions here in Washington do not re-
verse this progress, which would
threaten our allies and American fami-
lies.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

———————

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL; THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
with gas prices reaching $4 a gallon and
rising, the American people are search-
ing for real relief at the pump. While
Washington Republicans continue to
advocate for the same failed energy
policies that got us where we are
today, Democrats are providing Amer-
ican consumers with real solutions.

We must increase drilling. I support a
new piece of legislation that says to oil
companies: Use it or lose it. Use the
leases you have on land where we know
there is oil or lose those leases to an
oil company that is willing to drill.

Oil companies that are raking in
record profits are currently sitting on
68 million acres of leased oil-rich Fed-
eral land that they are not drilling.
The amount of oil which could be pro-
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duced from these reserves would nearly
double the total U.S. production. If oil
companies drilled those 68 million
acres, the U.S. could produce an addi-
tional 4.8 million barrels a day.

Mr. Speaker, this week, we will have
the opportunity to tell Big Oil to ei-
ther use the leases they have or to lose
them.

————
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, calling for expanded domestic
energy exploration and for a truly com-
prehensive energy policy, including re-
newables.

Access to oil and natural gas re-
sources from Federal lands and waters
is critical to the energy supply of West
Virginia consumers, businesses, and
homeowners. Specifically, the Outer
Continental Shelf will be increasingly
important to our Nation’s energy fu-
ture. Approximately 25 percent of U.S.
oil and natural gas production comes
from offshore areas. Technology has al-
lowed the industry to explore deeper in
the Gulf of Mexico and to make many
new discoveries.

However, current policy unneces-
sarily keeps many promising prospects
off limits, restraining additional
growth and supplies. Congress and past
Presidents have put a stop to offshore
drilling and development. This must
end. With gas prices at more than $4 a
gallon and filling up the minivan at
$70, we simply cannot afford to delib-
erately ignore our abundant resources.
It is time to use our resources and to
use our common sense.

———
IS DIPLOMACY MORE DANGEROUS?

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, the value
of shares on the Lisbon stock market
dropped amid rumors of a military at-
tack on Iran’s nuclear research facili-
ties.

The Bush administration has been
mindlessly threatening the use of nu-
clear bunker busters on Iranian nu-
clear facilities. The Physicians for So-
cial Responsibility have analyzed the
effect of such an attack: ‘“Within 48
hours, fallout would cover much of
Iran, most of Afghanistan, and spread
into Pakistan and India. Fallout from
the use of a burrowing weapon such as
the B61-11 would be worse than from a
surface or air-burst weapon due to the
extra radioactive dust and debris eject-
ed from the blast site. In the imme-
diate area of the two attacks, our cal-
culations show that, within 48 hours,
an estimated 2.6 million people would
die; over 10.5 million people would be
exposed to significant radiation from
fallout.”
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Do we really believe the best way to
deal with Iran’s nuclear facilities is to
blow them up? Where are our spiritual
values? our moral sensibilities? Is di-
plomacy more dangerous?

——

BROADCASTER FREEDOM ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. One year ago, over 300
Democrats and Republicans stood to-
gether to oppose efforts to restore the
so-called Fairness Doctrine to the air-
waves of this country for a single year.
It was an encouraging vote. But, fol-
lowing that vote, I introduced the
Broadcaster Freedom Act, which would
permanently ban the Fairness Doctrine
from ever coming back, and so far, not
one single House Democrat has signed
our position for an up-or-down vote on
broadcast freedom. Now we know why.

Asked yesterday if she supported re-
viving the Fairness Doctrine, Speaker
NANCY PELOSI replied, ‘““Yes.” At a
meeting at the Christian Science Mon-
itor, she said that the Broadcaster
Freedom Act would not receive a vote
because ‘‘the interest of my caucus is
the reverse.”

I say to Speaker PELOSI, with re-
spect, defending freedom is the para-
mount interest of every Member of the
American Congress.

I urge my Democrat colleagues to
take a stand for freedom. Oppose the
Democrat leadership’s plan to censure
the airwaves of American talk radio
and American Christian radio. Sign the
discharge petition for broadcast free-
dom, and help us send the Fairness
Doctrine to the ash heap of broadcast
history where it belongs.

——————

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL; THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
every day, American consumers are
being squeezed at the pump. They can
no longer afford for Congress to be di-
vided on this issue.

I urge every Member of Congress to
support legislation on the floor that
would compel the oil industry to drill
on the public lands it already controls.
Big Oil would either have to produce
from these lands, would have to show
they are being diligent in their devel-
opment or would have to give up the
right to control even more Federal en-
ergy resources.

Simply put, we are telling Big Oil to
either use it or lose it.

Experts estimate that 68 million
acres of leased land could produce 4.8
million barrels of oil, which would
nearly double the Nation’s total oil
production.

Congressional Republicans and Presi-
dent Bush are calling for domestic
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drilling, saying it is the only solution
to control high prices. Republicans
should then be demanding that Big Oil
drill on the 68 million acres where they
already have leases.

Mr. Speaker, Americans have been
deeply hurt by the prices at the pump.
Republicans should join with the
Democrats and should tell Big Oil com-
panies to get to work now.

WHO DO WE FIGHT?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, who do we
fight against? We have been at war in
Iraq and Afghanistan for years. We
heard that we are fighting a war on
terror. But what does that mean? Who
are the people at war with America?

Now, after all this time, our govern-
ment has decided we must have a po-
litically correct name for our enemy.
No 1longer can we use the term
““Jihadist,” the primary meaning being
a holy war to subject the world to
Islam. After all, using that term might
hurt our enemies’ feelings.

And certainly the most accurate
term, ‘‘Islamo-Fascists,” is strictly
taboo because it might further anger
our enemies by insinuating they are a
bit radical when they murder in the
name of religion.

So the government insists that we
call the bad guys ‘‘extremists’ or ‘‘ter-
rorists.”

That vague term won’t indicate the
war against us is waged in the name of
radical Muslim religious doctrine. But
isn’t that the reason for this war?

The term ‘‘Jihadist” is not a reflec-
tion on all Muslims. After all, many
Muslims are literally fighting these
radical ideas.

In a war, we must specifically define
our enemy. Otherwise, we don’t know
who they are or why we fight.

And that’s just the way it is.

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF A NATIONAL TOURETTE SYN-
DROME DAY

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to help raise awareness of Tourette
syndrome. This is a misunderstood dis-
order that affects an unknown number
of Americans. The experts think that
maybe 200,000 of us suffer from this
neurological disorder; although no one
really knows Dbecause it is often
misdiagnosed. That is why we need to
increase awareness and applaud those
who work on a daily basis to make this
one of the issues that we must be
aware of.

In my home State, the New Jersey
Center for Tourette Syndrome and As-
sociated Disorders provides an innova-
tive, multidisciplinary, multi-institu-
tional approach to the treatment for
those in New Jersey who have the
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Tourette syndrome and for their fami-
lies. It is the first and only program of
its kind in the Nation, and it serves as
a model for other centers.

In concert with the State legislature,
they declared every Wednesday in New
Jersey as Tourette Syndrome Day to
call attention to this disorder. In order
to continue to bring awareness to this
disorder, today, I will introduce a reso-
lution supporting the designation of a
National Tourette Syndrome Day.

——
0 1015
LIFT BAN ON OFFSHORE DRILLING

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, last week, Senator JOHN
McCAIN stated that we need to lift the
Federal moratorium on offshore drill-
ing for oil and gas. President Bush also
agreed that the U.S. needs to lift its
long-standing ban on offshore oil and
gas drilling so we can increase our en-
ergy production here.

I agree. We need to increase U.S. oil
production to lower gas prices for
American families. Mr. Speaker, the
U.S. has access to 112 billion barrels of
onshore and offshore oil and access to 1
to 2 trillion barrels of recoverable oil
shale. To ban exploration of these en-
ergy sources is simply outdated.

The rise in gas prices has brought a
daily increase in the cost of consumer
goods due to higher transportation
costs, groceries and airfare. American
families are looking for relief, Mr.
Speaker, and the President is correct
when he said Americans are turning to
Washington for solutions. The only
way we can help these families is to lift
the ban on energy resources that we
have here at home.

————

BIG OIL: USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
the two men most responsible for our
record prices at the pump today are
President Bush and Vice President
CHENEY. They came to the White House
from the executive suites of Big Oil,
and their energy policies continue to
mirror Big Oil’s agenda.

President Bush has, once again,
called for drilling in ANWR even
though his own Energy Department has
said that opening up the Arctic would
only save pennies per gallon 10 years
from now. Now the President has sug-
gested opening up the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf to drilling even though 80
percent of the oil available there is al-
ready open to leasing.

Why would we give Big Oil access to
more of our land and waters if they
refuse to drill on the 68 million acres
they have now? If President Bush be-
lieves that drilling is the answer, why
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isn’t he demanding that Big Oil use the
land they already have?

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have re-
peated the same domestic drilling rhet-
oric for years. Tomorrow they have the
chance to act on that rhetoric and to
tell Big Oil to either use it or lose it by
joining us in passing the Responsible
Federal Oil and Gas Lease Act of 2008.

———

CRITICAL ENERGY NEEDS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
faces a critical need to encourage do-
mestic petroleum production. It seems
as if the United States has unilaterally
disarmed itself in the competition for
energy supplies by imposing a host of
unnecessary restrictions on domestic
o0il and energy production. Indeed, in
the past three decades, we’ve thwarted
construction of refineries and nuclear
power plants that could have helped to
ease the competition for energy supply
and that could have secured greater en-
ergy independence for all of us.

Further, taxes on the major domestic
oil producers lower incentives for new
investments, and they add more costs
to finished products at the pump. Fur-
thermore, there is growing doubt that
the recent rush to develop corn-based
ethanol and other alternative and re-
newable energy sources will bring gen-
uine relief or true energy security. By
creating a bonanza for corn growers
and agribusiness giants, we have suc-
ceeded in driving up food prices both in
the United States and abroad.

American families deserve better
from the Democrat-controlled Con-
gress.

———

PRESERVING HEALTH CARE
ACCESS

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, with my enthusiastic support, the
House passed the Medicare Improve-
ments for Patients and Providers Act,
H.R. 6331.

In Cochise County, which is a rural
part of my southern Arizona district,
access to primary health care is a real
challenge, but it is a challenge that
particularly impacts our seniors.

This legislation protects payments
for community physicians, for critical
hospitals and for ambulances in rural
areas. In southern Arizona, these doc-
tors and hospitals provide vital serv-
ices to our seniors throughout a very
rural part of America, including areas
like Naco, Sierra Vista, Douglas, and
Bisbee, Arizona.

I would like to take a moment to
thank members of my senior advisory
council and my health care advisory
council. They have worked diligently
to highlight the need for improving ac-
cess to health care for our seniors, es-
pecially in underserved and remote
areas.
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Yesterday was a good day in the
House of Representatives. I urge my
colleagues in the Senate to take swift
action this week to also pass this legis-
lation and to send it to the President.

———

CNN HOST SAYS MEDIA BIASED

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Howard Kurtz, host of CNN’s program
“Reliable Sources,” has strongly criti-
cized the media’s coverage of Senator
BARACK OBAMA’s breaking his promise
that he would accept public campaign
funds.

Last Sunday, Kurtz argued: ‘““All of
these liberal commentators who have
always supported campaign finance re-
form, getting big money out of politics,
many of them are defending OBAMA.
And I have to think the press is cutting
him a break here.”

Kurtz concluded the segment by say-
ing, “‘If George W. Bush had done this,
blown off public financing as he consid-
ered doing during the 2004 campaign,
there would be howls in the media
about one candidate trying to buy an
election.”

A recent poll found that, by more
than a 3-to-1 margin, voters believe the
media favors Senator BARACK OBAMA
over Senator JOHN MCCAIN. The media
should report the facts, not slant the
news.

EXPLORING, ELIMINATING AND
ENCOURAGING

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker,
there have been a lot of complaints by
the Republican side of the aisle as to
the increase in gas prices, but I would
have to say: Is it any wonder that gas
prices have increased with two oil men
in the White House? The question is
what is being done. I would say it is the
three E’s.

First, explore the 68 million acres
that are under lease to the oil compa-
nies today. Let’s extract the oil that
we have under lease and not go explore
ANWR or the Outer Continental Shelf.

Two, eliminate the gouging and the
hoarding and the speculating that is
going on that is increasing the price of
oil per barrel by $60 or $70 per barrel.

The third E, encourage alternatives.
We can no longer be hooked on just one
commodity. We have to have other ap-
proaches and other ways to power this
Nation or we will have to learn this
lesson over and over and over again.
That is what the Democratic Congress
is doing—exploring what we have,
eliminating the gouging and encour-
aging alternatives.

———
BOY SCOUT TRAGEDY AT LITTLE
SIOUX RANCH

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to commend my colleague
Congressman LEE TERRY for intro-
ducing the resolution expressing heart-
felt sympathy for the victims and fami-
lies following the tornado that hit Lit-
tle Sioux, Iowa.

On June 11, we were given a stark re-
minder of just how fragile life is. In 1
minute, the Boy Scouts at the Little
Sioux Scout Ranch were attending a
leadership camp, Boy Scouts undoubt-
edly filled with joy, laughter and
achievement, all of those wonderful
things that make scouting a core ideal
of America. In the next minute, a tor-
nado tore through the camp, taking
the lives of 4 Boy Scouts and injuring
40 others.

The four scouts who lost their lives—
Aaron Eilerts from West Point, Ne-
braska, and Josh Fennen, Sam
Thomsen and Ben Petrzilka from
Omaha—were exemplary young men.

After the tornado struck, many other
young men applied first aid to the in-
jured and worked to free those trapped
in the rubble. Clearly, the scouts lived
up to their motto, ‘‘Be prepared.”’

Mr. Speaker, may God bring comfort
to the families and friends of those who
lost loved ones that day.

————
HONORING OFFICER JOSE RIVERA

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I rise today to
honor the late Jose Rivera, a correc-
tional officer at the Federal peniten-
tiary in Atwater, California.

Officer Rivera’s life was taken by two
inmates on Friday, June 20, 2008. He
was 22 years old. He is survived by his
mother, Terry, by his sisters Teresa,
Martha and Angelica and by his broth-
er, Daniel.

After graduating from Le Grand High
School, he served for 4 years in the
Navy, completing two tours of duty in
Iraq, and he began his career as a cor-
rectional officer on August 5, 2007. His
life of service was cut tragically short.

Mr. Speaker, I have long voiced my
concerns, most recently in a letter I
sent in April to the director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons, about the lack of suffi-
cient resources and staff to safely oper-
ate our Federal prisons.

The fact is that staffing levels are de-
creasing while inmate populations are
increasing. The Atwater Penitentiary
is operating at 85 percent of the staff-
ing level and is at 25 percent over-
capacity for inmate levels.

As we honor Officer Rivera’s legacy
of commitment and service to our
country, his senseless death is a re-
minder that we must provide adequate
funds to keep our prisons and our com-
munities safe.

——
REDUCE PRICE AT THE PUMP

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, in
middle Tennessee today, you are going
to pay about $3.93 for a gallon of gas.
My constituent families know that this
price is outrageous, and they know
that now they are being faced with
choices: How much are they going to
put in the tank or how much are they
going to put in that grocery cart when
they go to the grocery store? This is
unacceptable, and my constituents
know that.

They also know that there are some
things that we could and should be
doing. May I offer a suggestion to that,
Mr. Speaker. Here is a simple way to
start:

To the Democrat leadership, admit
you made a mistake, and repeal the so-
called Energy Independence and Secu-
rity Act that you passed last December
that didn’t produce one bit of oil or gas
or move anything to the marketplace.
It put in place roadblocks, and we have
far too many roadblocks to putting gas
into the pumps and into our cars.

Specifically, let’s repeal section 526
of this so-called Energy Policy Act,
and let’s get rid of a roadblock that
makes it more difficult for the U.S.
Government to address the needs that
we have and, certainly, for our Air
Force.

There are many things that we could
and should be doing before we leave for
July 4. There are things that we could
and should be doing to make certain
that our constituents have a safer July
4th celebration.

Let’s reduce the price at the pump.

—————

DEMOCRATS HELP REBUILD
ECONOMY

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, with the price of groceries, gasoline
and health care rising every day,
Americans everywhere are feeling the
economic squeeze. They worry about
losing their jobs and their homes, and
they fear losing their standard of liv-
ing.

The Democratic Congress has led the
way in working to jump start the
American economic recovery by ap-
proving $107 billion in stimulus checks
that have already reached 76 million
homes.

With job losses exceeding 324,000 this
year, with 48,000 having been lost in the
month of May alone, we acted quickly
last week to extend unemployment
benefits for millions of workers who
are having a hard time finding a job.
These benefits will help struggling
families put food on the table and gas
in their cars.

Congress has passed the most com-
prehensive legislation responding to
the devastating housing crisis. The
package will help millions of families
avoid foreclosure, and it will rehabili-
tate properties in areas hit hard by the
housing crisis.
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Mr. Speaker, this is a good begin-
ning, but we must do more to alleviate
the economic hurt Americans are en-
during, and we must work together to
turn the failed Bush-McCain economy
around.

———
0 1030

DRILL HERE, DRILL NOW, PAY
LESS

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I have been in-
formed that the rules of the House do
not allow me to wear a lapel pin or a
lapel sign, so I had to take this off. I
was going to use this chart, but I
thought, maybe, since the rules allow
it, I would take this pin off and put it
here so people can see what it says. It
says, simply, “Drill here. Drill now.
Pay less.”

It is also symbolic of the smallness of
the area that would be affected if we
went offshore or if we went to ANWR.
It would have to be about a pin dot
here of this size to display what it
would actually represent in ANWR
versus all of Alaska.

Drill here in the United States.
American resources. Drill now, not 20
years from now, not 30 years from now.
Now. Pay less. As the futures market
would look at the change in policy and
would recognize that we’re no longer
going to hamstring ourselves, they
would begin to understand that prices
would not go up as fast as they have
been going, and we would begin to pay
less.

Drill here. Drill now. Pay less for the
American people.

——————

HONORING SUPERINTENDENT DAN
NERAD

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, for those,
like me, who believe in the invaluable
resource that is our public schools, it is
a bittersweet time in the Green Bay
School District. Dan Nerad, the super-
intendent of the largest public school
system in my district for the past 7
years, is leaving to assume a similar
position in Madison, Wisconsin.

Dan began his career in Green Bay 33
years ago. He is known for his intel-
ligence, for his integrity and for his
candor. He tackled the toughest prob-
lems of our time in Wisconsin—school
security and the achievement gap be-
tween minority and Caucasian stu-
dents—while at the same time dealing
with a shrinking financial resource.

While his leadership will be missed,
he is to be congratulated for taking the
next step in an already distinguished
career. Green Bay’s loss will almost
certainly be Madison’s gain. He leaves
an indelible mark on our children, on
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our educators and on our community.
And I wish him well.

Thank you, Superintendent
Nerad.

Dan

————

KOREAN WAR ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROYCE. On this day, on this very
day 58 years ago, North Korea invaded
South Korea. Over the course of the
next 3 years after that invasion until
July 27 of 1953, until that armistice
brought a halt to the fighting, more
than 36,000 Americans died, and more
than 1.5 million South Korean soldiers
and civilians became casualties of that
act of aggression.

In the aftermath of this conflict, the
Republic of Korea has flourished, be-
coming the world’s 11th largest econ-
omy and becoming the United States’
Tth largest trading partner. Seoul is a
vibrant city which has hosted the
Olympic Games and the World Cup.

As cochairman of the U.S.-Republic
of Korea Interparliamentary Exchange,
I have had the chance to see this mi-
raculous growth up close in South
Korea.

Mr. Speaker, as is inscribed in the
Korean War Memorial here in Wash-
ington, D.C., it is important that we
never forget those who nobly sacrificed
their lives for the cause of freedom and
liberty.

————

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE NEC-
ESSARY FOR 3.8 MILLION JOB-
LESS AMERICANS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, with the
Bush economy losing 325 jobs so far
this year, it is important for the House
to extend a financial lifeline to mil-
lions of unemployed workers, many in
my home State of New Jersey and
across the Nation, who are having
trouble finding jobs. Today, 1.6 million
Americans have exhausted all of their
unemployment benefits. The numbers
are expected to grow to more than 3
million Americans by the end of this
year.

Last week, with strong support from
both Democrats and Republicans, this
House passed legislation giving work-
ers and their families an extended 13
weeks of benefits so that they don’t
have to worry about losing their homes
and their cars while they’re looking for
work.

For weeks, despite continued bad
economic news and huge job losses in
the airline and auto industries, the
White House actually threatened to
veto the legislation. Fortunately, they
have reconsidered, and they are now
supporting that the unemployment in-
surance will continue.
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E-PRESCRIBING AND ITS POTEN-
TIAL TO IMPROVE QUALITY AND
HEALTH OUTCOMES 1IN OUR
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, under
the Democratic-controlled Congress,
the country is moving in a new direc-
tion. Improvements in our health care
delivery system are key parts of this
new direction.

I applaud my colleagues for an over-
whelming bipartisan victory yesterday
in support of our Nation’s seniors, dis-
abled and health care providers.

The Medicare bill we passed yester-
day will not only prevent the impend-
ing physician fee cut, but it will also
strengthen Medicare and will provide
more accessible access to service and
will promote improved patient safety
and health outcomes.

I'm proud to be a leader in Congress
in promoting health technology. The
legislation I introduced last year,
which was included in the Medicare bill
yesterday, promotes the use of E-pre-
scribing by Medicare providers. Elec-
tronic prescribing will eliminate inju-
ries, hospitalizations and mortalities
that occur each year as a result of 1.5
million prescription errors annually.

The use of E-prescribing is smart; it
is timely, and it is a major step for-
ward in expanding the use of electronic
medical records. It has the potential to
improve quality, to improve health
outcomes and to reduce costs in our
health care system.

I urge the Senate to pass and accept
our legislation.

—————

DEMOCRATS OFFER A NEW EN-
ERGY POLICY THAT REJECTS
THE FAILED POLICIES OF THE
PAST

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, with two
former oil executives in the White
House, is it any wonder why gas prices
are at a record high? President Bush’s
energy policy, created in secret by Vice
President CHENEY and by Big O0il,
leaves us dangerously dependent on
foreign oil, and it hurts our economy
and American families.

Washington Republicans only offer
more drilling, even though 68 million
acres of Federal oil reserves are al-
ready open and leased for development.
New drilling won’t lower prices for
years to come. In fact, drilling in the
pristine Alaskan Wildlife Refuge
wouldn’t yield oil for 10 years, and in 22
years, it would only save consumers
about 2 cents a gallon.

Mr. Speaker, if congressional Repub-
licans really are interested in helping
consumers at the pump today, they
will join us this week in passing legis-
lation that forces Big Oil to either drill
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where they already have leases or to
lose those leases. It’s time Big Oil uses
it or loses it.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 430. An act to designate the United
States bankruptcy courthouse located at 271
Cadman Plaza East in Brooklyn, New York,
as the ‘““Conrad B. Duberstein United States
Bankruptcy Courthouse’.

H.R. 781. An act to redesignate Lock and
Dam No. 5 of the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas
River Navigation System near Redfield, Ar-
kansas, authorized by the Rivers and Har-
bors Act approved July 24, 1946, as the ‘“‘Colo-
nel Charles D. Maynard Lock and Dam”’.

H.R. 1019. An act to designate the United
States customhouse building located at 31
Gonzalez Clemente Avenue in Mayagiez,
Puerto Rico, as the ¢ Rafael Martinez Nadal
United States Customhouse Building’’.

H.R. 2728. An act to designate the station
of the United States Border Patrol located at
25762 Madison Avenue in Murrieta, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“Theodore L. Newton, Jr. and
George F. Azrak Border Patrol Station’.

H.R. 3712. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 1716 Spielbusch
Avenue in Toledo, Ohio, as the ‘“‘James M.
Ashley and Thomas W.L. Ashley United
States Courthouse”.

H.R. 4140. An act to designate the Port An-
geles Federal Building in Port Angeles,
Washington, as the ‘“Richard B. Anderson
Federal Building”’.

H. Con. Res. 32. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the members of the United States Air
Force who were killed in the June 25, 1996,
terrorist bombing of the Khobar Towers
United States military housing compound
near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 2403. An act to designate the new Fed-
eral Courthouse, located in the 700 block of
East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, as
the ‘“‘Spottswood W. Robinson III and Robert
R. Merhige, Jr. Federal Courthouse’.

S. 2837. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 225 Cadman
Plaza East, Brooklyn, New York, as the
“Theodore Roosevelt United States Court-
house”.

S. 3009. An act to designate the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation building under con-
struction in Omaha, Nebraska, as the ‘‘J.
James Exon Federal Bureau of Investigation
Building”.

S. 3145. An act to designate a portion of
United States Route 20A, located in Orchard
Park, New York, as the “Timothy J. Russert
Highway”.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2176, BAY MILLS INDIAN
COMMUNITY LAND CLAIMS SET-
TLEMENT

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1298 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
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H. RES. 1298

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2176) to provide for
and approve the settlement of certain land
claims of the Bay Mills Indian Community.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived except those arising
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXIT. In lieu of the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill, the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions of the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, to final passage without intervening mo-
tion except: (1) one hour of debate, with 40
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Natural Resources and
20 minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary; and (2)
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 2176
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to my friend, the gentleman from
Washington, Representative HASTINGS.

All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I also ask unanimous consent that all
Members be given 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 1298.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, House Resolution 1298 pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 2176, a
bill which provides for, and approves,
the settlement of certain land claims
of the Bay Mills Indian Community.

In lieu of the substitute reported by
the Committee on Natural Resources,
the rule makes in order the substitute
printed in the Rules Committee report.
The Rules substitute consists of the
text of H.R. 2176 with that same lan-
guage and the text of H.R. 4115 as re-
ported by the Committee on Natural
Resources. That bill provides for, and
approves, the settlement of certain
land claims of the Sault Sainte Marie
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.

This is a fair rule, and it gives the
proponents and opponents of the two
Michigan Indian land claims bills a
straight up-or-down vote on the bills.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying legisla-
tion seeks to settle a land claim agree-
ment which was reached in 2002 by the
then-Republican Governor of Michigan
John Engler and the two tribes. The

June 25, 2008

current Democratic Governor of Michi-
gan, Jennifer Granholm, has also ap-
proved the deal.

Under these bills, both tribes have
agreed to relinquish their claims to
land in Charlotte Beach, located in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, in ex-
change for a parcel of land outside of
Port Huron, Michigan. The agreement
reached between the tribes and the
State allows the tribes to conduct gam-
ing on their new land.

If approved by Congress and the
President, this agreement secures the
private ownership rights of the Char-
lotte Beach land in question and will
help to restore the fair market value of
the land. It will also provide the two
tribes with an opportunity to help cre-
ate jobs and economic opportunities in
Port Huron while further providing for
their membership.

The underlying bill conforms with
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act,
and the land being given to the two
tribes was selected by the State of
Michigan as appropriate places for eco-
nomic development.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying legisla-
tion is nothing new. Under the Con-
stitution, only Congress—not the De-
partment of the Interior or a Federal
court—holds the power to settle Indian
land title and claims. As such, Con-
gress has taken similar action in at
least 14 different instances in recent
years when there have been disputed
land claim settlements. Not once in
those instances did Congress prohibit a
tribe from conducting gaming on the
tribal lands. We also never forced a
tribe to jump through hoops to exercise
its right to do what it wishes on its
own land. I see no reason why we
should start now.

Mr. Speaker, I have little doubt that
today’s debate on this issue will be
both spirited and intense. Nevertheless,
I am hopeful that the House will do the
right thing and pass this rule and the
underlying legislation.

O 1045

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank my friend
and namesake from Florida, the other
Mr. HASTINGS, for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes, and I yield myself
as much time as I may consume.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, this bill deals specifically
with Indian land claims settlements in
Michigan and designating new tribal
trust lands that will be used to open
any new Indian casinos in two Michi-
gan towns.

The Michigan delegation is split in
their support and opposition to this
legislation, with the two Representa-
tives whose districts will become home
to the new casinos being strongly in
favor of this proposal.

Generally, Mr. Speaker, it has been
my long-held view that when it comes
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to matters that affect individual con-
gressional districts that the House
should give great consideration and
deference to the views of the Rep-
resentatives elected by the voters in
those districts.

However, I know many of my col-
leagues join me in having various seri-
ous concerns about our Nation’s bro-
ken Indian gaming law, as well as the
troubling issue of Indian tribes seeking
to acquire new, prime locations to open
casinos where no business or interest
would be allowed to do so otherwise,
and doing this without the ability of
the local community to have a say in
the expansion of gambling in their
community.

These aren’t just matters affecting
Michigan. They affect States across
the Nation. Yet, this House is not being
permitted to debate needed improve-
ments to Federal Indian gaming law.

This totally closed rule blocks every
single Member of this House from com-
ing to the floor and offering an amend-
ment to this bill. The House is being
severely restricted and is spending its
time refereeing a parochial Michigan
dispute instead of addressing the larg-
er, more serious matters confronting
other States.

This violates the promises made by
the liberal leaders of this House to the
American people to operate in an open
manner. This is not an open process,
Mr. Speaker. It’s a closed process. It’s
not open when debate is restricted only
to Michigan when, in fact, there are
very serious issues affecting many
States all across this country.

Congress created the ability of Indian
tribes to get special treatment in open-
ing casinos, and we’ve got a duty to po-
lice this process.

The Federal Indian Gaming Regu-
latory Act is broken and needs im-
provement. The simple fact the House
is spending several hours today debat-
ing this Michigan matter is evidence
that the law is broken.

If the House is going to spend time
debating this subject, we should be fix-
ing the larger problem. And if Congress
is going to spend its precious time re-
solving a Michigan dispute, then we
could use some real help in the State of
Washington, my home State, where the
citizens are seeing a dramatic expan-
sion of Indian gaming, more casinos,
bigger casinos, higher betting limits,
with big profits being collected, and
yet our State doesn’t get one dime in
revenue sharing.

One of the reasons the proponents of
this Michigan legislation, including
the State’s Governor, argue in favor of
creating this new tribal land and two
new casinos is because it will bring in
millions of dollars in more revenue to
the government of Michigan.

Yet, in my home State of Wash-
ington, our State government gets
nothing from Indian casinos that gen-
erate over $1.3 billion a year in rev-
enue. In fact, there was a proposed rev-
enue sharing of $140 million a year that
the Governor of Washington State re-
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jected without input from the citizens
of the State or a vote of the State leg-
islature. Some would say, well, your
Governor made a terrible deal, and I
would, of course, wholeheartedly agree.
But there is something seriously wrong
if a law allows giveaways of this mag-
nitude to Indian casinos.

But instead of allowing the House to
discuss and consider amendment on the
larger issues of revenue sharing, com-
pact negotiations, and off-reservation
gaming, today’s debate is restricted
just to Michigan.

Meanwhile, the liberal leaders of this
House continue to refuse to let Rep-
resentatives consider and vote on solu-
tions to lower the price of gas in our
country.

Prices are skyrocketing. In Florida,
the average price for a gallon of un-
leaded regular gasoline is $4.03. In
Michigan, it’s $4.07. In my State of
Washington, it’s $4.33. That’s 31 cents
higher than just a month ago and $1.20
higher than a year ago.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation needs to
produce more American-made energy.
We have the resources and technology
to do it now. Now we just need to get
the will of Congress here to allow it.
For far too long, our Nation’s reserves
have been off limits. We can’t afford
these policies anymore, Mr. Speaker.

America has abundant reserves in
Alaska, in the West and offshore. Let’s
produce more oil and natural gas here
in our country.

But of course, this isn’t the only an-
swer. We need to invest in more nu-
clear power, hydropower, wind, solar,
and other new energy sources. But all
of this needs to happen in addition to
tapping our own oil and gas reserves.

Gas prices just keep going up and the
liberal leaders of this Congress just
can’t say ‘“‘no” to American-made en-
ergy anymore.

Let the House debate proposals to
generate more energy here in America.
Stop blocking a House vote on tapping
into America’s oil and gas reserves
while the price of gasoline climbs high-
er and higher.

So, Mr. Speaker, I will urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no’> on the previous
question so that the House can right
away debate solutions to our higher
gasoline prices.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I would urge my friend from
Washington—I understand his passion
and the need to stay on message about
gas prices, but we’re here talking about
House Resolution 1298, which is the
Bay Hills Indian Community, the land
settlement matter with the State of
Michigan, and a bill that came out of
Natural Resources.

My friend is insistent that we do
something about oil. Well, when the
Democrats on yesterday tried to pass
price gouging, it was the Republicans
that categorically rejected it. It’s kind
of hard to do something when people
won’t let you do nothing, particularly
in the other body.
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I am very pleased, Mr. Speaker, to
yield 2 minutes to my very good friend
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY).

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 2176.

I believe this bill will lead to an un-
precedented expansion of off-reserva-
tion Indian gaming by offering a blue-
print to any Indian tribe that wants to
circumvent the laws regulating Indian
gaming in order to build a casino out-
side the boundaries of its sovereign ter-
ritory.

And let me show you, Mr. Speaker,
what I'm talking about. We are looking
at the two Indian reservations that
have requested this special interest
legislation. The land they are talking
about is hardly an ancestral part of
their reservation. It is 350 miles away
from their ancestral lands where they
already have a casino.

As a Las Vegas Representative in
Congress, I do not oppose gaming. I can
attest to the positive impact that gam-
ing can have on a community. I have
no problem with other communities
trying to replicate the Las Vegas expe-
rience, and I support the right of tribes
to participate in gaming on their res-
ervations, as both of these tribes al-
ready do.

But the bill we are considering today
is an attempt to circumvent the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act, using a bogus
land claim, a bogus land claim that has
already been tossed out of State court
and Federal court, and the result if
this bill passes will be two new off-res-
ervation casinos more than 350 miles
from the lands of these two tribes.

Now, why are they coming to Con-
gress? Because they have lost in State
court. They have lost in Federal court.
They do not comply with the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act. So what do
you do if you want a casino 350 miles
away from your reservation? You find
a friendly Congressman to introduce
special interest legislation in Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman from Nevada
has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield the
gentlelady 1 additional minute.

Ms. BERKLEY. How do we know this
land claim is bogus? In his testimony
before Congress in 2002, the chairman
of the Sault Saint Marie Tribe called
this land deal ‘‘shady,” ‘‘suspicious”
and ‘‘a scam,” until his tribe partnered
up with the shady, suspicious Iland
deal, and all of a sudden switched his
position.

But more than 60 tribes across this
country have announced their opposi-
tion to H.R. 2176, in which Congress for
the first time would allow a tribe to ex-
pand its reservation into the ancestral
lands of another tribe for the express
purpose of gaming.

This bill is opposed by the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the NAACP,
UNITE HERE, and a unanimous House
Judiciary Committee. To sum up the
issue: Congress is being asked to pass
special interest legislation benefiting
two tribes, each of which already has
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gaming, based on a suspect land claim
that has already been thrown out of
court, so they can open casinos hun-
dreds of miles from their ancestral
lands, in direct competition with exist-
ing facilities.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to be here today
with Chairman CONYERS and Congresswoman
KILPATRICK to share my opposition to H.R.
2176. | believe this bill will result in an unprec-
edented expansion of off-reservation Indian
gaming by offering a blueprint to any Indian
tribe that wants to circumvent the laws regu-
lating Indian gaming in order to build a casino
outside the boundaries of its sovereign terri-
tory.

As Las Vegas’s representative in Congress,
| do not oppose gaming. | can attest to the
positive impact that gaming can have on a
community. | have no problem with other com-
munities trying to replicate the Las Vegas ex-
perience, and | support the right of tribes to
participate in gaming on their reservations, as
both of these tribes already do. But the bill we
are considering today is an attempt to cir-
cumvent the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
using a bogus land claim that has already
been tossed out of both Federal and State
court, and the result if the bill passes will be
two new off-reservation casinos more than
350 miles from the lands of these two tribes.
And beyond that, if this bill becomes law, any
one of the more than 500 recognized Native
American tribes can argue that they have the
right to sue private landowners in an attempt
to bargain for gaming somewhere else.

How do we know the land claim is bogus?
In his testimony before Congress in 2002, the
chairman of the Soo Saint Marie tribe called it
“shady,” “suspicious,” and “a scam.” Soon
thereafter, his tribe became a party to the deal
and switched its position. But more than 60
tribes across the Nation have announced their
opposition to H.R. 2176, in which Congress for
the first time would allow a tribe to expand its
reservation into the ancestral lands of another
tribe for the express purpose of gaming.

This bill is also opposed by the Department
of the Interior; the NAACP; UNITE HERE; and
a unanimous House Judiciary Committee. To
sum up the issue: Congress is being asked to
pass special interest legislation benefiting two
tribes, each of which already has gaming,
based on a suspect land claim that has al-
ready been thrown out of State and Federal
court, so they can open casinos hundreds of
miles from their ancestral lands, in direct com-
petition with existing facilities that have helped
revitalize a major American city.

If this bill is brought to the floor, | will strong-
ly urge my colleagues to oppose it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentlelady from Michigan
(Mrs. MILLER).

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I cer-
tainly appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing time to me.

This rule allows us to proceed, and I
wish to speak in strong support of the
underlying bill, and I rise in very
strong support of H.R. 2176, which is
sponsored by Mr. BART STUPAK of
Michigan and cosponsored by myself
and also the companion bill, H.R. 4115,
sponsored by Mr. DINGELL, because
these bills impact only three congres-
sional districts in this House, only
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three, period. And those districts are
Mr. STUPAK’s and my district and Mr.
DINGELL’S.

These bills are offered in the spirit of
bipartisanship, and they are offered to
settle a land claim that has existed in
our State of Michigan, actually, for
well over 100 years, about 150 years,
when the State literally stole land
from the Indians.

And after the Indians spent decades
seeking justice, the land claim settle-
ment was negotiated by former Gov-
ernor John Engler, and here is what he
had to say about it, Mr. Speaker.

He said: ‘“As Governor of Michigan, it
was my duty to negotiate the land set-
tlement agreements between the State
of Michigan and Bay Mills and the
Sault Tribe in 2002 . . . In December of
2002, I signed the agreement with the
Sault Tribe. I am proud that every con-
cerned party involved in this settle-
ment supports this agreement. This is
a true example of a State and the
Tribes promoting cooperation rather
than conflict.”

I think it is important to note that
these bills are supported by every
elected official who represents the City
of Port Huron, including the current
Governor, Jennifer Granholm, both
United States Senators, myself, the
State senator there, the State rep-
resentatives, all of the county commis-
sioners, the entire city council, and
most importantly, the citizens them-
selves who voted ‘‘yes” on a city-wide
referendum.

It is supported by civic groups. It is
supported by educational leaders, by
labor leaders like the UAW, by every
law enforcement officer in the county,
including the county sheriff, the coun-
ty prosecutor, and the police chiefs.

It is about fairness and opportunity
for one of the most economically dis-
tressed areas in the Nation, where the
current unemployment rate, by best es-
timates, is somewhere between 14 to 16
percent.

And it has been very unfortunate, in
my opinion, that the opponents have
been so untruthful about their opposi-
tion to these bills.

For instance, they say that it is
precedent setting, and yet the truth is
in this bill. In section 3(b), the bill
states the following: ‘‘The provisions
contained in the Settlement of Land
Claim are unique and shall not be con-
sidered precedent for any future agree-
ment between any tribe and State.”

The opponents also say that it allows
for off-reservation gaming. Yet the
truth is in section 2(a)(2) of the bill. It
states: “The alternative lands shall be-
come part of the Community’s reserva-
tion immediately upon attaining trust
status.”

And they also say it violates a 2004
Michigan referendum.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I
yield the gentlelady 1 additional
minute.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.
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The truth is that it actually, the ref-
erendum—and as a former Secretary of
State, I understand what ballot lan-
guage actually says—it says, ‘‘Specify
that voter approval requirement does
not apply to Indian Tribal gaming.”’

So clearly, most of the opposition,
Mr. Speaker, to these bills comes from
those who already have theirs, and
they don’t want anybody else to have
it.
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They don’t want competition. And I
think that is un-American. This bill is
about fairness and opportunity for an
area that desperately needs it. It is
about justice.

The city of Port Huron is home to
the Blue Water Bridge, which is the
second busiest commercial artery on
the Northern Tier. It is the only inter-
national crossing where there is a gam-
ing facility on the Canadian side and
there is not one on the U.S. side. And
if you were a very good golfer—maybe
not me, but a good golfer—you could
hit a golf ball and hit that Canadian
casino facility right now where 80 per-
cent of the revenues comes from Amer-
ica. Those are U.S. dollars and U.S.
jobs that are being sent right across
the river.

I urge my colleagues to be fair.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I am very pleased to yield 4
minutes to my good friend, the distin-
guished gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS).

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. ALCEE HASTINGS,
I salute you for bringing this bill to the
floor from the Rules Committee. I sup-
port the rule, without qualification.

Ladies and gentlemen, why do so
many people approve this bill if it has
s0 many problems? Well, because it’s a
bit like a wolf in sheep’s clothing; you
don’t know what’s underneath it. And
so reciting all of these folks—starting
with the Governor of my State—don’t
know what’s underneath this bill.
When H.L. Mencken says it’s not about
the money, you can bet it’s about the
money. And when I hear my colleagues
say—and I'm going to count the times
that it will happen today—‘‘It’s not
about casinos. This is not about casi-
nos, folks.”

Oh, no, that’s what it’s about. Okay?

Let’s start off with something that
we should try to get clear. The asser-
tion that this is about getting justice
for two tribes who have waited for all
these many years to get justice and we
finally were able to get it to the Con-
gress. How charming. How disingen-
uous.

This so-called land claim—and we
spent a good amount of time on it—to
the extent there really was ever a land
claim, arose in the 19th century. It
didn’t have anything whatsoever to do
with the tribe’s historical lands or any
treaty with the U.S. Government. The
Charlotte Beach land in question ap-
parently was a private gift to the
tribe—and in those days it was one
tribe—by individual members of the
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tribe who had brought it. And rather
than deed the land directly over to the
tribe, the members evidently deeded it
over to the Governor of Michigan—nei-
ther of the two that have been men-
tioned—to hold in trust for the tribe.
That was back in the 1850s. It’s not
clear if the previous owner tribal mem-
bers or anyone else ever told the tribe
or the Governor about the gift. In any
event, the lands were totally neglected
by the tribe. About 30 years later, they
were sold off by the State for a long-
standing property tax delinquency.

The so-called land claim lay mori-
bund and forgotten for 100 years, as
best we can tell. And in 1982 one of
these tribes, the Sault, asked the Inte-
rior Department to review and pursue a
claim for the loss of the Charlotte
Beach land. The Interior Department
declined, saying the case had no merit.
They renewed the request in 1983 and in
1992, getting the same answer each
time. The Interior closed the files on
the matter, and that was the end of it.

Then one day an enterprising lawyer,
a member of the bar doing land re-
search, looking for an Indian land
claim he could help engineer and do
the authorization to build a new casino
outside the established legal process,
came across a record of the delin-
quency sale.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman from Michigan
has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield my
colleague an additional 1 minute.

Mr. CONYERS. I thank my colleague.

By that time, the tribe had divided.

There were two possible candidates
for reasserting the claim. The first
tribe he contacted, the Sioux, was not
interested. But the other one, Bay
Mills, was very interested. And so this
wonderful lawyer began preparing a
case to file based on the delinquency
sale he had uncovered and its connec-
tion to the tribe he had interest in.

A bare week before the lawsuit was
filed, another enterprising gentleman
purchased some land within the Char-
lotte Beach claim area. Coincidental.
And within a few months, he had en-
tered into a so-called settlement with
the tribe regarding the so-called land
claim in which he agreed to give the
tribe a parcel of land he already owned
near Detroit.

Now, all the other off-reservation ca-
sinos are 10 miles away, 20 miles away,
not 350 miles away.

He also agreed to sell the tribe some addi-
tional land adjacent to the parcel. Enough land
for a new casino—and not too far from Detroit.

But the settlement was conditioned on the
Interior Department taking the land into trust,
a necessary step to its being eligible for an In-
dian casino.

That part didn’'t work out like they’d planned,
so that settlement was eventually scrapped in
favor of Plan B, back to the courts in an at-
tempt to get a favorable court ruling to take to
Interior.

As we know, Plan B also failed. So then
came Plan C, which brings us here today.

But the three plans are not that different.
They all share the same objective. The dif-
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ference is just means to an end. Apparently,
any means.

And who was backing Mr. Golden? The de-
tails are still somewhat shrouded in mystery.

But we do know that the principal stake-
holders in this off-reservation Indian casino
venture are Michael Malik and Marian lllich,
wealthy casino developers from the State of
Michigan, who have opened casinos from
coast to coast and in Hawaii, bankrolling legis-
lation and referenda as needed to open the
way.

And they have also been quite active politi-
cally in Washington in recent years as well. |
won’'t go into the details of that now, but I
think you get the idea.

Many of the facts | have just recited are in
the public record. The essence of the rest
were laid out in testimony by one of the two
tribes, the Sioux Tribe, the tribe that initially
wouldn’t take the bait, back before they were
persuaded to go after their own short-cut to
getting an off-reservation casino.

That statement can be found in the printed
hearing of the Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs, held on October 10, 2002, on the bill S.
2986, a precursor bill to the one we are con-
sidering today.

That was 5 long years ago, of course. And
the chairman, or chief, of that tribe at the time,
Bernard Bouschor, who gave that testimony,
who had held that elected position for 17
years at the time he testified, no longer holds
that position.

And his tribe, who now stands to gain an
off-reservation casino that could take in hun-
dreds of millions of dollars a year, is now busy
doing what they can to disown his testimony.

But if my colleagues find Chief Bouschor’s
testimony credible, as | do, it certainly lays out
the course of events in a way that some were
quite likely not aware of before. And any as-
sertion that this is a legitimate Indian land
claim just won’t stand up to those facts.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from California
(Mr. CAMPBELL).

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I
thank my colleague and friend from
Washington for yielding.

You know, Mr. Speaker, the original
intent of why we allow gambling on In-
dian reservations was so that we could
give some economic opportunity to
full-blooded Indians on their native
tribal lands in very remote areas in
which hardly any economic oppor-
tunity existed.

So what do we have now? Now we see
various Indian tribes that have already
achieved tremendous economic benefits
that are now wanting to put casinos in
urban and suburban areas that are long
distances from their native tribal lands
and where there is a lot of economic
opportunity, and to fill those, not even
helping any of the people in their tribe
who are back on the reservation.

With a bill like this, we have strayed
a long ways from the original intent of
Indian gambling. Now, this bill is
about two tribes specifically in Michi-
gan. I am from California, but yet this
trend, this movement, is not limited to
just Michigan. Throughout the coun-
try, you see groups either trying to
create new tribes in urban areas in
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order to locate gambling operations or,
like these in Michigan, to extend from
a remote area and set up new gambling
in a new metropolitan area. All of this
has nothing to do with the original in-
tent of the Indian gambling laws.

If communities like Detroit, or any-
where, wish to have gambling, they
don’t need this House; they don’t need
this Congress; they don’t need the In-
dian gambling laws to do it. Through
their State and local communities,
they can allow people to gamble. They
can set up various gambling oper-
ations, if they want, within their com-
munity and within their State. That’s
up to them. But let us not all here in
this House, in this Congress, set a
trend. Let’s not set a precedent. Let’s
not use Indian tribes in order to dot
the urban and suburban areas of this
country with monopoly gambling oper-
ations.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, at this time, I am very
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dean
of the House, my good friend, JOHN
DINGELL, the gentleman from Michi-
gan.

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, before
us is a very simple responsibility. It is
a power that has been exercised exclu-
sively by Congress since the very first
Congress in 1789, when in the Indian
Nonintercourse Act of that year, only
Congress may extinguish Indian land
claims. That has been the law ever
since.

So before us is simply the question of
whether we’re going to accept or deny
a settlement agreed upon by the tribes
and by the State of Michigan to resolve
a serious problem in the Upper Penin-
sula, in the district of our good friend
and colleague, Mr. STUPAK.

Having said that, what is going to
happen is this legislation will permit
us to resolve those questions, to enable
Indians to resolve the land claims con-
cerns that they have, and to allow the
State of Michigan to resolve its con-
cerns and to allow its citizens to re-
move clouds over the title on the lands
which they own up there, and which
will enable the Indians to begin to live
a more orderly and proper life.

This legislation was opposed by my
friend, Mr. Jack Abra