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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DAVIS of Alabama).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 25, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ARTUR
DAVIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Archie E. Barringer,
Veterans Medical Clinic, Fayetteville,
North Carolina, offered the following
prayer:

Our Father, we thank You for this
grand and glorious occasion which has
brought us together. We thank You for
the privilege of living in a free country,
for the right to assemble to represent
the will of our people, and to invoke
the laws of this great land.

We ask now for Your divine direc-
tion, wisdom, and guidance in all the
issues that will come before this body
of legislators today.

We know, O God, these are perilous
times in which we live. We are con-
fronted and bombarded with opposition
and evil that threaten our very way of
life, from within and from without.

Grant us the courage combined with
commitment, pride, tempered by hu-
mility and dedication driven by deter-
mination to be the best, to stand in the
gap, and to be all You would have us be
in order to protect, preserve, and de-
fend those freedoms God has intended
for all mankind. And may we persevere
until that day when we shall beat our
spears into pruning hooks, our swords
into plowshares, and study war no
more.

For we ask this prayer, O Lord, in
Your name. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of Ohio led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND ARCHIE E.
BARRINGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. HAYES) is recognized for
1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor Reverend Archie
Barringer and to thank him for being
here today to deliver this morning’s
prayer.

Reverend Barringer has dedicated his
life to serving his country as a soldier,
his fellow soldiers and veterans, his
community, and most importantly the
Lord.

I would like to thank all of our mili-
tary chaplains for the exceptional serv-
ice and spiritual guidance to our sol-
diers, veterans, and their families.

Mr. Speaker, many of our veterans of
Christian faith are complaining that
they are being religiously
disenfranchised by the VA’s effort to

neutralize chapels, services, and memo-
rials. Reverend Barringer has spoken
out against what he feels are overly ag-
gressive practices and guidelines, in
fact. He resigned rather than imple-
ment what he felt were discriminatory
policies.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that his
presence here today will help raise
awareness of these issues so that we
may preserve the tenets and principles
that have served as the religious foun-
dation for so many of our veterans for
SO many years.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———
JUSTICE REVIUS O. ORTIQUE

(Mr. JEFFERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, the
death of Justice Revius O. Ortique this
past Sunday marked the passing of a
true public servant and a selfless lead-
er. A man of historic firsts, most nota-
bly the first African American member
of the Civil District Court of Louisiana
and the first African American member
of Louisiana’s Supreme Court, he
blazed a trail for others to follow. He
was an outstanding lawyer, winning
landmark civil rights cases, and serv-
ing as president of the National Bar
Association. He served our community
as a leader of our Urban League and as
chair of the New Orleans Aviation
Board. He served our Nation, as an
army officer and as an appointee to sig-
nificant Federal posts by five different
Presidents.

Justice Ortique was a man of commu-
nity, faith, and family. He was a man
who loved justice, and he pursued it for
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