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valuable educational benefits to our military
veterans, this legislation includes an extension
of unemployment insurance for 13 weeks in
every state through March 31, 2009. Contrary
to previous versions that had been considered
by this House, this provision incorporates a
20-week work requirement in order to qualify
for benefits. This work requirement is essential
to ensure that people do not gain unemploy-
ment benefits for a longer period of time than
they worked.

Mr. Speaker, this is a proud day. | am privi-
leged to support this important legislation to
honor our commitments to those in uniform
and our veterans. They deserve nothing less.
| hope all my colleagues will support both
amendments to the H.R. 2642.

———
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of this resolution
authorizing the use of the Capitol Rotunda for
a ceremony commemorating the 60th Anniver-
sary of the beginning of the integration of the
United States Armed Forces.

And | thank the distinguish Chairman of the
Armed Services Committee, Mr. SKELTON, for
bringing this resolution to the floor.

Throughout the course of our Nation’s his-
tory, the men and women of our Armed Serv-
ices have defended our liberties with bravery,
honor, and sacrifice. But because our Nation
racially segregated its military prior to 1948,
generations of African Americans served our
Nation with the knowledge that they were
fighting abroad for the very freedoms that
were frequently denied to them at home. De-
spite this injustice, not only did African Ameri-
cans serve honorably to fight for all our free-
doms, they did so with the dignity and bravery
that earned many of them our Nation’s top
military honors.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Of the many units to serve with distinction,
| particularly want to recognize the Tuskegee
Airmen that organized at Moton Field in
Tuskegee, Alabama, many of whom | would
hope could be a part of this ceremony in the
Rotunda. Over the course of World War I, the
Tuskegee Airmen became one of the most
highly decorated units in the Armed Forces.
These brave pilots destroyed more than 1,000
German aircraft while accumulating an unprec-
edented record of flying more than 200 bomb-
er escort missions over central and southern
Europe without the loss of a single bomber to
enemy aircraft. The Tuskegee Airmen returned
home with some of our Nation’s highest mili-
tary honors including 150 Distinguished Flying
Crosses, 744 Air Medals, 8 Purple Hearts, and
14 Bronze Stars. But they also returned home
to a racially segregated America.

One of the many important milestones to-
ward achieving an integrated America oc-
curred on July 26, 1948 when President Harry
Truman signed Executive Order 9981. This
important order, which will be recognized
under this resolution, ordered there be equality
of treatment with all persons in the Armed
Services without regard to race, color, religion,
or national origin. Even though it took many
years to accomplish the complete integration
of the Armed Services, it was Executive Order
9981 that began the process and it is that
event, among others, that | hope we will honor
in the Capitol Rotunda next month.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to bring the
attention of this House to House Concurrent
Resolution 297, a resolution | introduced with
my friend and colleague Mr. MEeK of Florida
on February 14 of this year. This resolution
also recognizes the 60th anniversary of the
beginning of the integration of the United
States Armed Forces. | look forward to the
consideration of this or any other similar reso-
lution honoring this important event in our his-
tory.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| regret that | was unable to vote on the
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evening of Wednesday, the 25th of June. Had
| been present, | would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall vote No. 460, the H.R.
3195, the Americans with Disabilities Amend-
ments Act of 2008, which restores the intent
and protections of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990. | deeply regret that | was un-
able to vote in support of an issue which | feel
very strongly about. And | remain proud of this
body, under the leadership of the Speaker and
Majority leader, in guaranteeing that tens of
millions of Americans with disabilities now
enjoy equal rights under the law while being
empowered to better our nation with their in-
credible, inherent talents without fear of dis-
crimination or bias.

——————
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Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate a sad occasion in my district: Suf-
folk Life Newspaper will publish its last edition
this week. David Willmott published the first
edition of what would become Suffolk Life on
August 17, 1961.

His paper, which started out serving a small
community in Suffolk County, eventually be-
came the largest weekly paper east of the
Mississippi. For more than 40 years, Dave
Willmott covered the local issues that didn’t re-
ceive attention elsewhere. He had a style all
his own—with political views that | often dis-
agreed with. But he took on the issues others
wouldn’t touch and he and his staff took great
pride in the service they provided to our com-
munity with the newspaper. They held those of
us who serve in public office to a high stand-
ard with rigorous questionnaires and biting
weekly columns.

Suffolk Life will shut its doors, but the im-
pact of Dave Willmott's enterprise will live on
long after the paper is gone.

Madam Speaker, Suffolk Life will be missed
but not forgotten. I'm proud to honor this Long
Island institution on the House floor.
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