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many ways. His professional and ministerial
accomplishments also include being president
of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance
for 25 years; Hudson County Chaplain for 25
years; commissioner for the Jersey City Rede-
velopment for 5 years; and deputy mayor for
4 years.

With his lifetime of dedication to public serv-
ice and ministry, Bishop Ralph E. Brower con-
sistently illustrates his caring and commitment
to the Jersey City community.

| am thrilled to celebrate this dedicated com-
munity leader through this legislation. | cannot
think of better way to honor Bishop Brower's
work then to designate a U.S. Postal Office in
his name.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time and
urge passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5506.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

MINNIE COX POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4010) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 100 West Percy Street in
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie
Cox Post Office Building™’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4010

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MINNIE COX POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 100
West Percy Street in Indianola, Mississippi,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Min-
nie Cox Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Minnie Cox Post Office
Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?
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There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to join my
colleagues, particularly the gentleman
from Mississippi, in the consideration
of H.R. 4010 which names a postal facil-
ity in Indianola, Mississippi, after the
first black postmistress in the United
States of America, Ms. Minnie
Geddings Cox.

Introduced on October 30, 2007, by
Congressman Bennie Thompson, the
Representative of Mississippi’s Second
Congressional District, H.R. 4010 is co-
sponsored by the State’s entire delega-
tion. Congressman THOMPSON’S meas-
ure, H.R. 4010, was reported from the
Oversight Committee on June 12, 2008,
by voice vote.

This afternoon’s postal naming bill
honoring our country’s first black fe-
male postmaster is designed to pay
tribute to Minnie M. Cox, who served
as the postmaster of Indianola, Mis-
sissippi, during the administrations of
Presidents Benjamin Harrison, William
McKinley, and Theodore Roosevelt.

As we can see, Mississippi has a long,
glorious history, and Ms. Cox is indeed
a part of it. Ms. Cox’s legacy stands as
a beacon for all Americans to admire
and emulate, in tribute to all that she
accomplished by breaking barriers and
providing quality service to her home-
town of Indianola, Mississippi.

So, Mr. Speaker, let us pass H.R. 4010
and designate the postal office building
located at 100 West Percy Street in
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie
Cox Post Office Building.”’

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4010, legisla-
tion to designate the post office at
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie
Cox Post Office Building.”

Minnie M. Geddings Cox was born in
1869 in a Mississippi emerging from the
Civil War. After graduating from Fisk
University, she returned to teach in
the common schools in her hometown
of Lexington.

In 1891 at the age of 22, Ms. Cox was
appointed postmistress of Indianola by
President Benjamin Harrison, becom-
ing the first black postmistress of the
United States. She was reappointed by
President William McKinley and,
again, by President Theodore Roo-
sevelt.

In 1902, however, some of the local
whites of Indianola demanded Ms.
Cox’s resignation, determined to re-
move her from her leadership position
solely because of her race.

Ms. Cox refused, but when threats
against her and her family persisted,
she submitted her resignation to be ef-
fective in January 1903. Theodore Roo-
sevelt felt that Ms. Cox had been ag-
grieved and refused to accept her res-
ignation. Instead, he closed the post of-
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fice in Indianola, rerouted the mail,
and continued paying Ms. Cox.

It is important to remember deter-
mined and dedicated Americans such as
Minnie Cox and be ready to stand for
what is right when people are treated
unjustly.

Let us now commemorate this coura-
geous woman by naming the post office
building in Indianola in honor of Min-
nie Cox.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of H.R. 4010, legis-
lation designating the United States Post Of-
fice located at 100 W. Percy Street in
Indianola, Mississippi as the “Minnie Cox
United States Post Office”.

Minnie M. Geddings Cox was one of two
daughters born to William and Mary Geddings
of Lexington, Mississippi. She graduated from
Fisk University and first taught school at the
common schools in Lexington. Soon after, she
married and assisted her husband, Wayne,
when he was principal of the Indianola Col-
ored Public School.

Minnie M. Geddings Cox, was appointed
postmistress of Indianola, Mississippi in 1891,
by President Benjamin Harrison, and was re-
appointed by President William McKinley;
thereby, becoming the first Black postmistress
of the United States. On January 25, 1900,
President McKinley raised the rank of the
Indianola Post Office from fourth class to third
class and appointed Mrs. Cox for a full 4-year
term.

However, in the fall of 1902, under the pres-
idency of Theodore Roosevelt, a controversy
brought national attention to Mrs. Cox. James
K. Vardaman, running for governor, in 1902
used Minnie Cox as proof that African Ameri-
cans had too much power, and that President
Theodore Roosevelt was a Negrophile.
Vardaman, who was indeed elected governor,
called Theodore Roosevelt that “coon-flavored
miscegenationist in the White House.”

Jim Crow Laws overran Reconstruction in
America and whites wanted blacks eliminated
from leadership positions. Mrs. Cox was
threatened with violence by local whites, who
held several mass or mob meetings to de-
mand her removal (her term expired in 1904).
The mayor and sheriff declined to protect her,
and as a result of the increased tension and
threats of physical harm, she resigned as
postmaster, effective January 1, 1903, and left
town for a time.

President Roosevelt believed Mrs. Cox had
been wronged, and that the authority of the
federal government was being compromised
and refused to accept her resignation. Instead,
he closed Indianola’s post office on January 2,
19083, rerouted the mail to Greenville, MS, thir-
ty miles away and Minnie Cox continued to re-
ceive her salary. For four hours in January
1903, the Indianola postal event was debated
on the floor of the United States Senate, and
appeared on the front pages of newspapers
across the country. One year later, at the expi-
ration of Mrs. Cox’s term, in February 1904,
the post office was reopened, but demoted in
rank from third class to fourth class.

Minnie Cox and her husband Wayne W.
Cox, who had been an employee in the rail-
way mail service, returned to Indianola and or-
ganized the “Delta Penny Savings Bank.”
They had been substantial property owners
before 1903, and they bought more land and
became successful bankers as well. Much of



July 14, 2008

the success of African-Americans is attributed
to Wayne and Minnie Cox. Both descendants
of parents who were former slaves, through
their ability to penetrate barriers, promote
progress, and instill pride as educators, bank-
ers, entrepreneurs, real estate investors, and
political activists, exemplify remarkable cour-
age, wisdom and tenacity.

United in matrimony October 31, 1889,
Wayne and Minnie Cox had one daughter,
Ethel Grant Cox. The Coxes acquired thou-
sands of acres of land and ranked among the
wealthiest of the race in Mississippi. Their
spacious home sat on some five acres of land
in the white section of town. As premier sup-
porters of the business enterprises of blacks in
the state, they sold homes to hundreds of Afri-
can Americans on terms that would not have
been possible if they were dealing with people
who had no interest in them.

Today, a street in Indianola named in their
honor, Cox Street, bears their name. Also, the
city’s most popular park, Cox Park, located
within minutes of the business district at
Faisonia Avenue and West Gresham Street in
Indianola, is named in their honor. Minnie Cox
died in 1933.

Mr. Speaker, | stand here today to in strong
support of this resolution and urge Congress
to pass this legislation renaming the Post Of-
fice in Indianola, MS, after the first African-
American postmistress, Mrs. Minnie Cox.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
would urge passage of this resolution
and yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4010.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CROSSING OF THE
NORTH POLE BY THE USS ‘“NAU-
TILUS”

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1067) recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the crossing of
the North Pole by the USS Nautilus
(SSN 571) and its significance in the
history of both our Nation and the
world.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1067

Whereas the USS Nautilus (SSN 571), built
and launched at Electric Boat in Groton,
Connecticut, on January 21, 1954, was the
first vessel in the world to be powered by nu-
clear power;

Whereas the USS Nautilus overcame ex-
treme difficulties of navigation and maneu-
verability while submerged under the polar
ice, and became the first vessel to cross the
geographic North Pole on August 3, 1958;

Whereas the USS Nautilus continued on her
voyage and became the first vessel to suc-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

cessfully navigate a course across the top of
the world;

Whereas the USS Nautilus, having claimed
this historic milestone and returned home to
Naval Submarine Base New London, contin-
ued to establish a series of naval records in
her distinguished 25-year career, including
being the first submarine to journey ‘20,000
leagues under the sea’’;

Whereas the USS Nautilus completed these
significant and laudable achievements dur-
ing a critical phase of the Cold War, pro-
viding a source of inspiration for Americans
and raising the hopes of the Free World;

Whereas the USS Nautilus was the first
naval vessel in peacetime to receive the
Presidential Unit Citation for its meri-
torious efforts in crossing the North Pole;

Whereas Commander William R. Anderson
of the United States Navy was awarded the
Legion of Merit for his role in commanding
the USS Nautilus during its historic voyage;

Whereas the USS Nautilus and its contribu-
tion to world history was praised by a range
of American Presidents, including President
Harry Truman, President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, President Lyndon B. Johnson, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, and President Bill Clin-
ton; and

Whereas President Eisenhower described
the voyage to the North Pole as a ‘‘magnifi-
cent achievement” from which ‘‘the entire
free world would benefit’’: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the journey to the North Pole undertaken by
the USS Nautilus;

(2) commends the officers and crew of the
USS Nautilus on the 50th anniversary of their
magnificent achievement;

(3) recognizes the importance of the USS
Nautilus’ journey to the North Pole as not
only a military and scientific accomplish-
ment, but also in confirming America’s long-
standing interest in this vital region of the
world;

(4) commends the role of the USS Nautilus
and the United States Submarine Force in
protecting the interests of the free world
during the Cold War; and

(b) supports the continuing role of the
United States Submarine Force in defending
our Nation in the 21st century.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as the author of House
Resolution 1067, I rise today in strong
support, which honors an important
anniversary not only to my district but
to our Navy and our country.

In June 1958, the USS Nautilus (SSN
571), the world’s first nuclear-powered
submarine, departed Seattle, Oregon,
as part of a top secret operation called
Operation Sunshine. Unknown to many
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at the time, the Nautilus was embark-
ing on a historic mission that took it
on a course north to the arctic ice cap.
At 11:15 p.m. on August 3, 1958, the boat
became the first vessel to cross the ge-
ographic North Pole when Commander
William  Anderson, Nautilus’ com-
manding officer, announced to his
crew: ‘“‘For the world, our country, and
the Navy—the North Pole.”

This historic crossing of 90 North
took place at a critical time in our Na-
tion’s history: the Cold War was heat-
ing up; the Soviet Union had seemingly
laid claim to space with the launch of
Sputnik; and many Americans and
many around the world were looking
for something to rally around, a sign
that we were not ceding big ideas and
notable achievements to others. Nau-
tilus’ sonar man, Al Charette, one of
my constituents, described their jour-
ney as an effort to out-Sputnik the
Russians and they did it.

Few on board the Nautilus realized
the scope of their achievement. They
were simply sailors doing their job and
doing it well. However, on reaching the
North Pole, the Nautilus clearly dem-
onstrated our undersea superiority and
opened the region to decades of sci-
entific research and exploration.

The crossing of the North Pole was
praised by numerous world leaders at
the time, being described by President
Eisenhower as a magnificent achieve-
ment from which the entire free world
would benefit. A ticker tape parade was
held in honor of the crew in New York
City. The Nautilus became the first
naval vessel in peacetime to receive
the Presidential Unit Citation for its
meritorious efforts in crossing the
North Pole, and Commander William
R. Anderson was awarded the Legion of
Merit.

In the 50 years since, the United
States Navy and Coast Guard have re-
peatedly followed in the footsteps of
this historic voyage. Dozens of U.S.
submarines, in addition to specially
fitted vessels and general aircraft of
the United States Coast Guard, have
journeyed to the top of the world in
service to their country and to rein-
force our Arctic presence. These sub-
marines and their intrepid crews have
broken through the surface, charted
new courses, and expanded our knowl-
edge of the Arctic.

I myself have had the unique oppor-
tunity to see this work firsthand when
I traveled aboard the USS Alexandria, a
Groton-based submarine, to observe
the 2007 Ice Exercises in the Arctic Cir-
cle. While the technology and capabili-
ties of our submarines has changed in
the 50 years since the Nautilus’ journey,
the unmatched skill, the dedication
and the talent of our submariners con-
tinues to allow our Nation to retain an
important presence in this critical part
of the world.

I just want to add, Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing the opportunity again to be on-
board a submarine under the ice just
reinforces to me anyway the incredible
accomplishment of the Nautilus. At
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