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Maryssa Bandy, Taylor McDermott, Alecia
Mantei, Taryn Butler, Aubrey Heck, Caley
Cook and Casey Turner, along with head
coach Chad Kutscher, Assistant Coaches
Scott Tucker, Andrew Ford and Kristi
Coppernoll and Trainer Sara Powless, put to-
gether a 16—4-3 season and swept through
the sectional tournament en route to their first
State championship.

This is the third straight year in which the
Lady Rockets reached the State tournament,
and the first for Coach Kutscher.

| am very pleased to congratulate the Roch-
ester Lady Rockets on their victory and wish
them the best of luck for next season.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a friend, a constituent,
and a distinguished journalist. On June 30,
2008 Barbara Stambaugh Williams retired as
editor of the Charleston Post and Courier. Al-
though she will continue to provide weekly col-
umns and serve as editor emeritus, her daily
leadership of the paper will be sorely missed.

| first met Barbara when | lived in Charles-
ton, South Carolina in the 1960s and '70s. At
that time, | was a young political activist who
ran for the State House of Representatives in
1970. Barbara was at that time a reporter for
the Charleston News & Courier. In addition,
she became the first woman assigned to cover
the State Legislature. It was in that role that
we first became personally acquainted. It was
because of her coverage of that campaign that
| came to the favorable attention of John
West, who was the winning candidate for gov-
ernor. In my race for the House, | went to bed
election night having been declared a 500-
vote winner, but awoke to find that | was a
500-vote loser. When Barbara asked me what
happened, | simply responded “l didn’t get
enough votes.” Her reporting of that story pre-
cipitated a call to me from Governor-elect
West, and he invited me to become the first
African American advisor to a sitting South
Carolina governor. The rest is history.

Barbara and | continued to cross paths even
after | moved to Columbia to join the Gov-
ernor’'s administration. | also watched her ca-
reer with great interest. In 1976, she rose to
the position of assistant managing editor of
the News & Courier, which was Charleston’s
morning paper. In 1981, the afternoon paper,
The Evening Post, named Barbara its editor.
This was historic as she became the first
woman in modern times to serve as editor of
a major daily newspaper in South Carolina. In
1990, she continued her trailblazing ascent
and returned to the News & Courier as its edi-
tor.

As was a common trend around the country,
the morning and afternoon papers later
merged, and in 1991, Barbara became the
first editor of the Charleston Post & Courier.
Her extraordinary career in journalism spans
47 years, 44 of those with Charleston news-
papers.

She is a member of several professional or-
ganizations, and in 1992, Barbara served as
president of the National Conference of Edi-
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torial Writers, which includes newspapers in
the United States and Canada. Her numerous
awards include the 1962 King Award given to
the outstanding newspaperwoman in South
Carolina and the 1973 Byliner Award from the
Central S.C. Chapter, Society of Professional
Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi.

The city of Charleston and the State of
South Carolina owe a tremendous debt of
gratitude to her for providing decades of in-
sight into the workings of our government and
fair-minded opinions of public affairs at the
local, state, national and global level. Although
her skilled hand will no longer be guiding the
Post & Courier on a daily basis, her influence
on the newspaper will be felt for generations
to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Barbara
Williams on an extraordinary career. This trail-
blazing journalist has made a lasting impact
on her profession and her community. | thank
Barbara for her important contributions, and
wish her a happy and healthy retirement.
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Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to speak about the New
Markets Tax Credit, a vital community devel-
opment financing tool which is set to expire at
the end of this year unless Congress takes ac-
tion to extend it.

The New Markets Tax Credit was signed
into law in 2000 with the goal of using a mod-
est Federal tax credit as an incentive to attract
private investment capital to viable urban and
rural markets that private investors often over-
look—and | am happy to report that the credit
has done just that.

As of July 1, 2008, the Treasury Department
reported that the credit was responsible for
$11 billion in new investment in economically
distressed communities across the country.

As a senior member of the House Ways
and Means Committee, and Ranking Member
of the Select Revenue Measures Sub-
committee, | am interested in seeing how Fed-
eral tax credits influence investor behavior. |
was particularly interested in GAO’s findings
on the NMTC in 2007 that found 88 percent of
NMTC investors surveyed would not have
made the investment in the low income com-
munity if not for the credit. The report further
found that 69 percent of the investors sur-
veyed indicated they had not invested in low
income community projects prior to working
with NMTC.

These GAO findings are very powerful in my
view because they indicate that the $11 billion
in low income community investments re-
ported by the Treasury Department would not
have occurred were it not for the New Markets
Tax Credit.

As | mentioned, the credit was created with
a clearly articulated goal: To generate private
investment in low income communities by fi-
nancing business and economic development
activity. | am pleased to see that in a relatively
short period of time a vibrant New Markets
Tax Credit industry including community devel-
opment organizations and investors has
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emerged to embrace this goal. In my home
State of Pennsylvania, community develop-
ment organizations have been awarded more
than $413 million in NMTC allocations that
have been used to finance a range of busi-
nesses and economic development projects in
some of the State’s most economically dis-
tressed areas in both urban and rural parts of
the State.

For example, in the East Liberty section of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the New Markets
Tax Credit was instrumental in preserving the
historic Nabisco Bakery building. The Com-
monwealth Cornerstone Group, a nonprofit
created by the Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency that received a $60 million allocation
of credits in 2006 to use throughout the State,
used a portion of its allocation to revitalize the
Nabisco Bakery building into a mixed use de-
velopment to house neighborhood retail busi-
nesses as well as a 110-room hotel. The
project, once complete, will create approxi-
mately 1,200 jobs for neighborhood residents.

While | am pleased to point to the Nabisco
Bakery project as a prime example of how the
credit is being used to revitalize our distressed
urban centers, more than 40 percent of my
constituents live in rural areas. For this rea-
son, | am pleased to see that the Treasury
Department established rules to ensure that
rural communities secure a proportional share
of the investments generated with the credit.
As we know, it is often the isolated rural com-
munities and businesses that face the most
significant barriers in terms of attracting out-
side private capital and the credit would be a
powerful tool in bringing private equity capital
to rural markets.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting an extension of the New Markets Tax
Credit which is currently set to expire at the
end of this year. Our cities and rural towns
stand to benefit greatly from this program and
it should be extended.

——————
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Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of C.H. “Boots”
Duesing who passed on July 6, 2008.

Boots was an entrepreneur whose commit-
ment to his community led to the founding of
Graduate Service, Inc. Many high school stu-
dents in Southwestern Ohio know Graduate
Service because it supplies class rings, caps
and gowns, and commencement announce-
ments to graduating high school students.

Prior to his business endeavors, Boots grad-
uated from DePauw University and showed
his passion for his country by serving in the
U.S. Navy Air Corps for a year.

Ohio’s  Second Congressional District
shared Boots and his wife Doris with the citi-
zens of Palisades Park, Michigan, where they
spent their summers. Boots established a
youth tennis program there which continues to
thrive to this day.

Although Boots was active in the community
and worked to enrich the lives of those living
in the communities he called home, he was
most devoted to his family. | am certain that
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