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Buffalo Common Council, and while we rep-
resented different portions of the city, Mr. Rob-
inson’s commitment to his community was on 
constant display. From 1986 to 1993, Bill Rob-
inson served his constituents with honor, dig-
nity and effectiveness. A quiet man with enor-
mous intelligence, it was an honor to call Bill 
Robinson my colleague in government. During 
his time in the Legislature, Bill Robinson 
served with men and women who would later 
become members of Congress, State Sen-
ators, Members of the State Assembly (includ-
ing party floor leaders) and many other office-
holders. 

Madam Speaker, Bill Robinson was a truly 
dedicated public servant; an individual who 
touched the lives of everyone he met. The im-
pact he made in Erie County will forever bear 
his name and legacy. I thank you for joining all 
of Erie County in expressing to the Robinson 
family the deepest condolences of the House 
upon their loss. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
yesterday I was unavailable to vote and 
missed the votes on: 

H. Res. 1067—Recognizing the 50th anni-
versary of the crossing of the North Pole by 
the USS Nautilus (SSN 571) and its signifi-
cance in the history of both our Nation and the 
world (Rep. COURTNEY—Armed Services). 

H. Res. 1080—Honoring the extraordinary 
service and exceptional sacrifice of the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault), known as the 
Screaming Eagles (Rep. WHITFIELD—Armed 
Services). 

H. Con. Res. 297—Recognizing the 60th 
anniversary of the integration of the United 
States Armed Forces. (Rep. ROGERS (AL)— 
Armed Services). 

Although each of those bills passed by an 
overwhelming margin, I respectfully request 
the opportunity to record my position. Had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’’ on 
rollcalls 486, 487, and 488. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO STEWART R. MOTT 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
privilege to serve as Co-Chair of the 74-Mem-
ber Congressional Progressive Caucus in this 
Congress. In that capacity, I am saddened by 
the recent death of one of the great progres-
sive leaders and philanthropists of my genera-
tion—Stewart R. Mott. Many of us have at-
tended functions and meals at the renowned 
Mott House across the street from the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Hosting so many of us so 
often for progressive causes was just one of 
the countless ways in which this remarkable 
man gave of himself and his personal wealth 
to defend the Bill of Rights and preserve our 
liberty. 

It is not very often that the editorial writers 
at the Wall Street Journal pay homage to lib-

erals. But that is just what they did a few 
weeks ago in the following editorial about 
Stewart Mott under the heading: A Liberal 
Freedom Fighter. 

A LIBERAL FREEDOM FIGHTER 
Some people walk to the beat of their own 

brass band, and so it was for Stewart Mott, 
the eccentric liberal philanthropist and General 
Motors heir who died last week at 70 years 
old. Beloved by Democrats for his decades of 
charity to progressive causes, he was also a 
notable champion of free political speech. 

In 1968, he was one of a handful of million-
aires who bankrolled the primary campaign of 
Eugene McCarthy, at the time a little-known 
Minnesota Senator challenging a sitting Presi-
dent. With the help of Mott’s $210,000, that ef-
fort became a groundswell that drove Lyndon 
Johnson out of the race and changed Demo-
cratic foreign policy. In our view that change 
wasn’t for the better, but without Mott and 
other ‘‘fat cat’’ donors, Clean Gene might 
never have had an impact. 

Mott went on to finance the candidacy of 
George McGovern in 1972. Four years later, 
he went to court to protect his right to make 
such contributions, joining Republican Senator 
James Buckley’s challenge to a 1974 cam-
paign finance law in Buckley v. Valeo. Mott 
and the First Amendment lost that fight, but he 
would live to see his views vindicated by the 
political shambles that Congress and the High 
Court have made trying to limit money in cam-
paigns. 

Today, the campaign finance laws have 
strengthened the incumbents whom Mott loved 
to challenge, while making political donations 
less transparent than ever. And today, unlike 
Mott, George Soros and other wealthy liberal 
patrons support campaign-finance rules that 
enhance their own power by limiting others. 
Stewart Mott was admirably truer to his liberal 
principles. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF HUMANI-
TARIAN AND CIVIC LEADER AL-
BERT TEGLIA 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise this 
evening in celebration of a true humanitarian 
and community leader, Albert Mario Teglia, 
who has served his community and our nation 
for well over half a century as a public em-
ployee, elected official and mentor. 

Albert Teglia has lived his entire life in San 
Mateo County. Born in Colma on June 27, 
1931, as a teenager he moved to Daly City, a 
community he would serve with distinction as 
a Trustee of the Jefferson Union High School 
District, Daly City Councilman, and Mayor. 
During his long tenure in public office, Al was 
widely-respected as a hard worker, unabashed 
community booster and savvy coalition-builder. 
I had the privilege of working with Al on many 
issues, as well as the daunting challenge of 
opposing him on a handful of others. Whether 
sitting side-by-side or across the table, Al al-
ways earned my complete respect for his 
thoughtfulness and honesty. 

Upon his retirement after 38 years with the 
San Mateo Union High School District and 26 
years in elected office, Al continued his serv-

ice as Legislative Aide to San Mateo County 
Supervisor Mary Griffin. From there, at the 
sprightly age of 69, he became a family and 
children advocate for the San Mateo County 
Human Services Agency, where he has been 
instrumental in founding programs such as 
Jobs for You, which provides employment for 
young people; the Peddler Program, Chil-
dren’s Fund, and the Italian Catholic Federa-
tion’s Gifts of Love, which gather donations of 
cash, household items, food and toys for local 
families in need; and the Uninsured Children’s 
Dental Program, which finds dentists for chil-
dren from underprivileged families. 

Madam Speaker, how a life this full allows 
any time for socializing, I can’t fathom. But Al-
bert Teglia, true to his Italian heritage, is a 
man of boundless energy and passion. This is 
evidenced by his membership in the Italian 
Catholic Federation, where he served as 
Grand President and in many other capacities 
since joining in 1948. It was at the ICF that he 
met the beautiful and vivacious Frances 
Foglia, a one-time Sacramento District Presi-
dent who, after decades of friendship, con-
sented to marry the still-handsome Albert 
when both found themselves newly-single in 
their later years. 

On April 1st of this year, Albert and 
Frances, both 77 years young, were married. 
Albert joins Frances’ large and boisterous fam-
ily of two children, three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. Of all the responsibilities 
and projects Al has taken on in his busy and 
productive life, none will be as rewarding, ful-
filling (and exhausting) as becoming a new 
great-grandfather. 

But, Madam Speaker, those of us who know 
Al Teglia know that he will succeed in this new 
challenge as he has succeeded in every task 
he has undertaken. He will do it with grace, 
compassion, intellect and an undeniable cha-
risma. The Foglia family is fortunate to have 
him join them, just as I am honored to have 
him as a constituent and proud to call Albert 
Teglia my friend. 

f 

HONORING DANIEL ON THEIR 
124TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Florida’s 
oldest child service agency, daniel, located in 
Jacksonville. 

On July 19, 2008, daniel will celebrate 124 
years of service to Northeast Florida’s aban-
doned, abused and neglected children. Found-
ed in 1884 as The Orphanage and Home for 
the Friendless and later named for Colonel 
James Daniel, a well-known community leader 
who died as a result of his fight against Jack-
sonville’s yellow fever epidemic, daniel has 
continued to serve our children and our com-
munity uninterrupted since that time. 

Over the years, daniel has served more 
than 100,000 children, gained national acclaim 
as a leader in the area of independent living 
services and offered our children structure, 
routine and discipline in caring and com-
fortable facilities where they can learn, live 
and know that they are valued. 

Through its many programs, daniel works 
hard to give the children entrusted in its care 
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the tools to develop solid character traits for 
life. Character builds slowly but can be torn 
down with incredible swiftness. Through the 
years, daniel’s staff has continued to strength-
en our community by dedicated devotion to 
the children they serve. They are in the busi-
ness of building lives. They plant a thought 
and reap an act. They plant an act and reap 
a habit. They plant a habit and reap a char-
acter trait. They plant character and reap a 
destiny. 

As a community it may be years before we 
realize the full value of daniel’s services. But 
each time one of daniel’s kids goes on to be-
come a productive member of our community, 
it is testimony to their hard work. I congratu-
late this very special program and rise today 
to acknowledge the accomplishments of dan-
iel’s 124 years of service to the children of our 
community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD COBLE 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in order to honor a great man and a dedicated 
Member of this body. Today HOWARD COBLE 
has become the longest serving Republican 
Member from North Carolina in the history of 
the House of Representatives. HOWARD has 
been a credit to the North Carolina delegation 
since 1984 and I wish to thank him for his 
service and his wonderful work on behalf of 
the people of our State. 

It should be remembered that Representa-
tive COBLE’s dedication to service did not 
begin with his election to Congress. Before he 
ever came to this Chamber HOWARD had al-
ready spent 51⁄2 years on active duty in the 
U.S. Coast Guard and another 18 years as a 
reservist. He had served as an Assistant 
County Attorney for Guilford Co., an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney, and the Secretary of the North 
Carolina Department of Revenue. Beyond 
these roles he had served his community 
through 5 years of work in the North Carolina 
General Assembly. 

Since coming to Congress HOWARD has rep-
resented the sixth District of North Carolina 
with a dedication and ability that has endeared 
him to his constituents. I have been honored 
to serve with him and to call him a friend. And 
now that those same constituents have kept 
him in Congress longer than any other Repub-
lican from North Carolina in history, I con-
gratulate him on this milestone and I look for-
ward to continuing to serve with HOWARD in 
the future. 

f 

THE DAILY 45: VICTIMS’ FAMILIES 
IN MIAMI SUPPORT EACH OTHER 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. Those victims have families 
who struggle each and every day to survive 
the violence and its emotional toll. 

I was struck by news accounts, last week-
end, of how grieving families in Miami, Florida 
are standing together to find the strength to 
live their lives. Arleen White, grieving mother 
to her slain, 15-year-old son Anthony, stared 
down her son’s teenaged murderer in a local 
courtroom last week. The juvenile was about 
to be released for time served, because of his 
age, for taking her son’s life with a gun in the 
midst of a home invasion. Said White, ‘‘I’m full 
of tears, but I give God thanks for this day be-
cause when this is all over, I ain’t got to worry 
about nobody gunning down my boy in the 
street because you already did that.’’ 

White’s son was killed in 2003 when 47 Afri-
can Americans were the victims of homicide in 
Miami. To date, 50 black youth have been 
killed, in this community, most with the use of 
firearms. 

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The 
Daily 45.’’ When will we say ‘‘Enough is 
enough, stop the killing!’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAURA WEGMANN 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to commend Laura Wegmann of Woodburn, 
Indiana. Laura won the 2008 Indiana Right to 
Life Oratory Contest and recently participated 
in the national finals held in Washington, DC. 

Laura is a terrific role model for young 
adults in Indiana. She has excelled both in 
school and various extracurricular activities. I 
am especially proud that she has joined me 
and millions across this Nation in speaking out 
against the heinous practice of abortion and 
physician assisted suicide. Her speech is a 
testament to the value of human life and I ask 
that it be submitted into the RECORD. 

LAURA WEGMANN’S INDIANA RIGHT TO LIFE ORATORY 
CONTEST SPEECH 

In the climactic scene of the movie, ‘‘Judg-
ment at Nuremberg,’’ set in post Nazi Ger-
many, Chief Justice Daniel Haywood, of the 
American Tribunal, delivers the sentence of 
four Nazi leaders. The men on trial were ac-
cused of consigning millions of innocent 
lives to the infamous gas-chambers of Ausch-
witz. After the tribunal’s deliberation, Judge 
Haywood ardently declared: ‘‘Before the peo-
ple of the world, let it now be noted—that 
here in our decision, this is what we stand 
for: justice, truth and the value of a single 
human being.’’ 

Judge Haywood’s conclusion was neither 
new nor radical. It was, rather, an affirma-
tion of the fundamental principle that all in-
dividuals possess inherent worth and dignity, 
simply by virtue of being human. This was 
the very principle which the German people 
failed to uphold and it is the same principle 
that has come under attack today, by those 
in support of physician assisted suicide. 

If legalized federally, as it is in the State 
of Oregon, this act threatens to become one 
of the most fraudulent perversions of justice 
legitimized in the wake of Roe. v. Wade. The 
Supreme Court’s decision on abortion stated: 
‘‘Only viable human beings who have the ca-
pability for meaningful life may, but need 
not, be protected by the state.’’ It is just as 
Francis Schaefer warned: ‘‘Will a society 
which has assumed the right to kill infants 
in the womb—because they are unwanted, 

imperfect, or merely inconvenient—have dif-
ficulty in assuming the right to kill other 
human beings . . .?’’ No. This is where abor-
tion on demand has brought us. Once our Na-
tion swallowed the lethal pill of choice, any-
thing and everything became acceptable. 

Proponents of the right to die movement 
have lost all respect for human life. To many 
of these advocates, Physician assisted sui-
cide is, in the words of Derrick Humphry, 
Hemlock Society’s co-founder, the ‘‘ultimate 
civil liberty.’’ They contend that individual 
autonomy and quality of life supersede all 
other considerations. As one of their pro-
ponents, Carol Ferry argued: ‘‘The idea that 
human life is sacred no matter the condition 
or the desire of the person, seems to me irra-
tional’’ 

This same spirit fueled the Nazi madness. 
In 1941, German officials removed thousands 
of disabled children from their families. 
Among the innocent was a young boy af-
flicted with Down Syndrome. He was sent to 
the crematorium because his condition was 
thought burdensome to society. This little 
one was Pope Benedict’s young cousin. 

Today’s cries for individual autonomy and 
quality of life are twisted both in their use of 
language and in their treatment of human-
ity. They deny the very words which have 
been declared self-evident, secure, instituted 
among men and understood to be 
unalienable, that is, ‘‘. . . that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.’’ We are not 
mere machines, that if broken, should be dis-
carded. Nor are we animals that if found suf-
fering may be killed. We are human beings 
created in the image of God and therefore 
worthy of the utmost respect, love and pro-
tection. 

How then, should we contend with this In-
dustry of Death? First we must address the 
proper role of medicine. Many advancements 
have been made in the area of palliative 
care. Palliative care, takes its meaning from 
the Latin: pulliave, to cover. It is a form of 
specialized care that concentrates efforts in 
reducing pain, stress and the severity of 
symptoms. 

We must never allow society to lose sight 
of the fact that doctors are healers, and 
when they can no longer heal, their role is to 
comfort. We must exhort the medical com-
munity to uphold the classic Hippocratic 
Oath which states: ‘‘I will neither give a 
deadly drug . . . nor will I make [any] sug-
gestion to this effect.’’ To accept killing as a 
medical procedure would grant unprece-
dented power to the medical community. 
Such acceptance would ultimately lead to 
abuse. Let us not forget, that America is an 
aging society. It is estimated that in a few 
short years over 71 million Americans will be 
65 years and older. Cost cutting agendas 
combined with dwindling resources would in-
evitably lead HMO’s and other healthcare 
providers to perceive mercy killing as a form 
of cost control. 

Finally, we must do everything in our 
power to shake this Nation from its ethical 
stupor. Our message of hope and truth must 
fill the sanctuaries, echo in the classroom, 
and ring in the ears of our elected officials. 
We must flood our libraries with well written 
books and publications exposing this wretch-
ed Industry of Death. We, the Pro Life com-
munity, must define for society our firmly 
set principles. We must affirm, to those who 
would be robbed, we will overcome this 
present evil. We too must ardently declare as 
Justice Haywood did: ‘‘Before the people of 
the world, let it now be noted . . . this is 
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