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other six Iranian Embassies in Latin America
have been around for a long time and include
those in Cuba, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil,
Mexico, and Venezuela.

As such, | do not agree with the decision by
the U.S. House of Representatives to treat this
resolution as noncontroversial. The bill could
unwittingly place this Congress in the position
of promoting an attack on the country of Iran
through its attempt to draw parallels between
Iran and those responsible for the attack on
the AMIA Jewish Community Center. Instead
of using speculative and factually inaccurate
information which is clearly included in this bill,
the resolution should be redrafted and kept to
readily ascertainable facts about the uncon-
scionable attack on the AMIA Jewish Commu-
nity Center in 1994.

This body must not allow an attack on inno-
cent people be used as a pretext for an attack
on more innocent people. Indeed, we have
done this once with disastrous results. | be-
lieve this House is better served by demand-
ing sensible and responsible diplomatic foreign
policy initiatives. This body should demand
that the administration engage Iran imme-
diately in high-level diplomatic negotiations
without preconditions. By neglecting this duty
and employing tactics that maintain an ongo-
ing condemnation of Iran, without opening dip-
lomatic channels, this body is systematically
destroying every available route to restoring
peace and security in the Middle East, which
could have devastating consequences for
Israel, as well as our troops in Iraq.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, as one who is most
consistently opposed to war and violence, |
join my colleagues in condemning the brutal
and unjustified attack on a Jewish community
center in Argentina 14 years ago. | do not
support this resolution, however, as it misuses
a tragedy 14 years ago in a foreign country to
push for U.S. war against Iran today.

Although this resolution clearly blames Iran
and Hezbollah for the bombing, in fact the in-
vestigation is ongoing and far from conclusive.
In an article titled “U.S. uses probe to pres-
sure lIran,” the Wall Street Journal earlier this
year suggested that renewed U.S. interest in
this 14-year-old case is more related to politics
than a genuine desire for justice. Reported the
Journal,

As tensions between the U.S. and Iran per-
sist, Washington and its allies are using an
investigation into a 1994 terrorist attack in
Argentina to maintain pressure on the Ira-
nian regime.

Behind the scenes, Bush administration of-
ficials are encouraging the probe, which cen-
ters on the bombing of a Jewish community
center in Buenos Aires. One U.S. goal is to
cause legal problems for some of Iran’s polit-
ical leaders. Administration officials also
hope to use the matter to highlight Iran’s al-
leged role in financing and supporting ter-
rorism around the world.

Those pushing for a U.S. attack on Iran are
using this tragic event to foment fear in the
United States that Iran and Hezbollah are per-
petrating terrorist acts in the Western Hemi-
sphere. This is another in an ongoing series of
resolutions we see on the House floor pushing
us toward war against Iran. | have no doubt
that we will see another similar resolution on
the floor next week, and the week after, and
so on until we find ourselves making another
tragic mistake as we did in 2002 with H.J.
Res. 114 giving the President the authority to
attack Iraq.
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| urge my colleagues to resist this push to
war with Iran before it is too late.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H. Con. Res. 385, which condemns
the attack on the AMIA Jewish Community
Center in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in July
1994.

| led an official congressional delegation to
Buenos Aires in February and visited the lead-
ers of the Argentine Jewish community. | saw
the site of the devastating July 18, 1994,
bombing of the Argentine Jewish Mutual Asso-
ciation. | will never forget the sadness | felt
laying a wreath of flowers on the memorial to
the 85 victims of the terrorist attack and will al-
ways keep in the forefront of my mind the
need to bring to justice the perpetrators of that
horrible crime.

Mr. Speaker, overwhelming evidence links
the attacks to the government of Iran, and the
execution of the bombings to Hezbollah, a ter-
rorist organization based in Lebanon. The
state prosecutor of Argentina announced this
conclusion on October 25, 2006, stating that
the AMIA bombing was “decided and orga-
nized by the highest leaders of the former
government of Iran, whom, at the same time,
entrusted its execution to the Lebanese ter-
rorist group Hezbollah.” He specifically alleged
that the attack was approved by Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamene’i and Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, a former leader of Iran
and the current chairman of Iran’s Assembly
of Experts and Iran’s Expediency Council.

On November 9, 2006, an Argentine judge
issued an arrest warrant for Rafsanjani and
others for their involvement in the AMIA bomb-
ing. One year later, the General Assembly of
INTERPOL issued six Red Notices, circulating
the Argentine warrants in an effort to extradite
the indicted Iranians.

One of the perpetrators of the AMIA bomb-
ing was Hezbollah operative Imad Moughnieh.
Moughnieh was not only responsible for the
act of terror in Buenos Aires, he also carried
out the dastardly attack on the U.S. Marine
barracks in Lebanon in 1983. This brutal ter-
rorist was reportedly killed in Syria on Feb-
ruary 12, 2008. While | do not know who car-
ried out the attack on Moughnieh, it seems
that justice has been done.

It is unconscionable that the entire leader-
ship of the government of Iran was involved
with the terror campaign in Argentina. We
must not let the world’s lead sponsor of inter-
national terror continue to get away with its
criminal deeds.

| stand with the President of Argentina,
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, and the gov-
ernment of Argentina, which has stepped up
the pace of the AMIA investigation. The United
States must continue to work with Argentina
and provide any help it needs as it seeks to
bring the terrorists to justice.

| stand with the peace-loving Jewish com-
munity of Argentina which, despite the horror
which befell them 14 years ago, remains vital
and strong. Their survival is a testament to the
human spirit which will not succumb to the
reprehensible designs of an evil few.

And | stand with the freedom-loving peoples
around the world who know the horrors of ter-
rorism and will not rest until the perpetrators
have been apprehended and convicted in a
court of law.

Again, | strongly support H. Con. Res. 385,
a resolution of which | am a cosponsor, and
urge my colleagues to do the same.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we have no further requests for time,
and we yield back the balance of our
time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 385.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3985. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to register a person pro-
viding transportation by an over-the-road
bus as a motor carrier of passengers only if
the person is willing and able to comply with
certain accessibility requirements in addi-
tion to other existing requirements, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
a bill of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

H.R. 3221. An act moving the United States
toward greater energy independence and se-
curity, developing innovative new tech-
nologies, reducing carbon emissions, cre-
ating green jobs, protecting consumers, in-
creasing clean renewable energy production,
and modernizing our energy infrastructure,
and to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide tax incentives for the produc-
tion of renewable energy and energy con-
servation.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONCURRENCE BY
HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS IN
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R.
3890, TOM LANTOS BLOCK BUR-
MESE JADE (JUNTA’S ANTI-
DEMOCRATIC EFFORTS) ACT OF
2008

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1341) providing for
the concurrence by the House in the
Senate amendments to H.R. 3890, with
amendments.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution the bill (H.R. 3890) entitled ‘‘An
Act to amend the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act of 2003 to waive the require-
ment for annual renewal resolutions relating
to import sanctions, impose import sanc-
tions on Burmese gemstones, expand the
number of individuals against whom the visa
ban is applicable, expand the blocking of as-
sets and other prohibited activities, and for
other purposes.”, with the Senate amend-
ment, thereto, shall be considered to have
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