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that people would have the right to serve their
country and be treated equally regardless of
their race, color, religion, or national origin.

Sixty years after Executive Order 9981 was
signed and 45 years after the proclamations in
this document were implemented, the U.S.
military now includes the full spectrum of our
great country. More than 1.4 million men and
women make up America’s active and reserve
forces. They can serve with the knowledge
that there are laws to ensure that they receive
the same rights and liberties that they fought
to secure for others.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the 60th anni-
versary of the initial call to integrate our na-
tion’s Armed Forces, we must remember to
continue the legacy of eliminating discrimina-
tion and bigotry from the institutions that rep-
resent our country and make it great. | urge
my colleagues to cosponsor this resolution
and demonstrate our continued commitment to
laws that promote liberty, equality and justice
in every sector of our society.

———
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, today |
have introduced a bill to reauthorize and
amend the National Marine Sanctuaries Act,
which was first enacted by the 92nd Congress
as Title 1ll of the Marine Protection, Research
and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (Public Law 92—
532).

The Nation’s first national marine sanctuary
was designated in 1975 off the Outer Banks of
North Carolina to protect the wreck of a fa-
mous Civil War ironclad, the U.S.S. Monitor.
Since then, 12 other national marine sanc-
tuaries and one national marine monument
have been designated. The various sites,
ranging from Fagatele Bay in American
Samoa to Thunder Bay in Lake Huron, protect
deep ocean gardens, near shore coral reefs,
whale migration corridors, deep sea canyons,
and underwater archeological sites.

These marine sites are managed by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and activities like shipping, commer-
cial and recreational fishing, boating, scuba
diving, and marine tourism are allowed within
such sites where determined to be compatible
with resource protection. However, drilling,
mining, dredging, dumping waste and remov-
ing artifacts are generally prohibited in the
sanctuaries and considered to be activities in-
consistent with the purposes of the National
Marine Sanctuaries Act.

Congress last reauthorized the National Ma-
rine Sanctuaries Act in 2000 with the passage
of the National Marine Sanctuaries Amend-
ments Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-513). The
overall purpose of the legislation enacted in
2000 was to reauthorize the National Marine
Sanctuaries Act through fiscal year 2005 and
to make substantive changes to the manage-
ment of existing sanctuaries and the designa-
tion of additional marine sanctuaries.

The Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife,
and Oceans has held two oversight hearings
to date in this Congress to receive testimony
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from stakeholders regarding reauthorization of
the National Marine Sanctuaries Act. The Sub-
committee first convened for this purpose at a
field hearing in Santa Barbara, California on
November 3, 2007, and more recently in
Washington, DC on June 18, 2008. It is gen-
erally agreed that the national marine sanc-
tuaries are fulfilling statutory set missions to
protect nationally significant areas of the ma-
rine environment and are collectively serving
as a useful model demonstrating ecosystem-
based management. However, since Congress
last reauthorized the Act several concerns
have emerged and have been raised by stake-
holders and the Administration. These issues
have been examined by the Subcommittee
during both of its oversight hearings. The leg-
islation | have introduced today attempts to
address many of these issues.

First, over the past decade the science and
theory behind the concept of marine protected
areas and marine reserves (MPAs) has devel-
oped, and the use of MPAs as a management
tool is much more prevalent today than it was
at the time the National Marine Sanctuaries
Act was last reauthorized. Supporters of the
concept consider the existing statutory limita-
tion on new sanctuary designations at odds
with current thinking and practice, as well as
contrary to the purposes of the Act. The bill |
have introduced today, the Sanctuary En-
hancement Act of 2008, would repeal the limi-
tation on new sanctuary designations and re-
quire the Secretary of Commerce to develop a
site selection report for potential new sanc-
tuaries.

Second, despite NOAA’s best intentions, the
agency has been unable to complete manage-
ment plan reviews for all sanctuaries within
the statutorily-required 5-year period, resulting
in a virtually never-ending planning cycle. Fur-
thermore, critics question whether the statu-
tory established timeframe allows adequate
time for NOAA to properly evaluate the effec-
tiveness of management plans. In order to
allow adequate time for quality reviews, under
the Sanctuary Enhancement Act the first man-
agement plan review timeframe would be ex-
panded from 5 years to 7 years, and the pe-
riod for subsequent reviews would be ex-
panded to 10 years.

Another area of focus has been on regu-
lating fishing within marine sanctuaries. Sec-
tion 304(a)(5) of the National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Act formally incorporates Regional
Fisheries Management Councils into the proc-
ess for developing fishing regulations within
marine sanctuaries. Various interests believe
there continues to be a lack of clarity with re-
spect to such authorities and such lack of clar-
ity has created tensions within some sectors
of the fishing community. In an effort to reduce
some of that tension, the Sanctuary Enhance-
ment Act would authorize the Secretary to in-
clude fishing regulations in the designation
documents if the regulations are compatible
with the purposes of the sanctuary, the mis-
sion of the entire system of sanctuaries and
the National Marine Sanctuaries Act. The
Sanctuary Enhancement Act also clarifies the
role and actions of the Secretary in approving
or disapproving draft fishing regulations re-
quested from Regional Fishery Management
Councils.

Finally, critics contend that the text of the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act is misinter-
preted and that NOAA’s implementation of the
Act as a “multiple-use” authority is misguided.
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Such critics advocate that the Act be amended
to prioritize the protective missions of the
sanctuaries and to strengthen the Act in com-
parison to other laws that authorize activities
in the marine environment. To resolve this
problem, the Sanctuary Enhancement Act
would formally establish a National Marine
Sanctuary System and insert a mission state-
ment for the System to “protect, conserve,
preserve, restore and recover the biodiversity,
ecological integrity, and cultural legacy of the
living and nonliving resources within the sys-
tem for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations.”

| believe the bill | have introduced today en-
hances the network of sanctuaries by estab-
lishing a unified structure and system for their
management and by amending the National
Marine Sanctuaries Act to address a variety of
concerns raised by stakeholders since its last
reauthorization. | am joined today in intro-
ducing this bill by Ms. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, a
co-chair of the National Marine Sanctuaries
Caucus, and ten other colleagues, including
Mr. KILDEE, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, and Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE of the Subcommittee on Fisheries,
Wildlife and Oceans. | invite all of my col-
leagues to join us in the effort to reauthorize
and strengthen this essential marine conserva-
tion law. Working together we can strive to
leave our children and grandchildren a sanc-
tuary system that can grow as a vibrant,
healthy and sound system of marine environ-
ments.

———————
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, together
with my colleague MIKE THOMPSON, | rise
today to recognize my good friend, Bob Jehn,
who retired from public office on July 4, 2008
after serving 14 years on the city council of
Cloverdale, California.

During Mr. Jehn’s tenure on the council, he
served four times as its mayor. He was also
a three-term member of the board of directors
on the League of California Cities, past chair-
man and the longest serving member of the
Sonoma County Transportation Authority, past
chairman and member of the North Coast Rail
Authority and chairman and member of the
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit Authority.

He was the driving force behind the estab-
lishment of Cloverdale River Park, a 70-acre
public access area along the Russian River,
and led the successful effort to secure a per-
manent conservation easement for 250 acres
of hillside overlooking Cloverdale.

His other civic duties included service on
the Cloverdale Planning Commission and
former chair of the Cloverdale Economic De-
velopment Commission. He was an active
member of the Cloverdale Rotary Club, the
Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce, the
Cloverdale Historical Society and the North
Coast Association of Health Underwriters. He
was honored by his community as volunteer of
the year in 1994.

Mr. Jehn and his wife of 30 years, Nancy,
moved to California in 1977 and to Cloverdale
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