July 22, 2008

From the Committee on Science and
Technology, for consideration of secs.
105 and 305 of the Senate bill, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. GORDON of Tennessee, WU, and
GINGREY.

There was no objection.

——————

THE 34TH ANNIVERSARY OF
INVASION OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
not only as a Member of this esteemed
body, but more importantly, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on Foreign
Affairs and also as co-chair of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues. I
stand before you today to recall a som-
ber anniversary that has pained the
Cypriot and Hellenic communities for
the past 34 years.

Mr. Speaker, even though the tragic
events of the Turkish invasion of Cy-
prus took place as long ago as July 20,
1974, believe it or not, the suffering of
the victims has not subsided. This an-
niversary is a time for America to re-
spectfully remember the brutal Turk-
ish military invasion of Cyprus, to
mourn those who lost their lives, and
to condemn the continued occupation.
Five thousand Cypriots were Killed in
1974, and more than 1,400 Greek Cyp-
riots, including four Americans of Cyp-
riot descent, still remain missing.

Since the invasion, Turkey has estab-
lished a heavily armed military occu-
pation that continues to control nearly
40 percent of the island. Forced expul-
sions of Greek Cypriots on the occupied
land have left nearly 200,000 people dis-
placed. These Cypriots were kicked out
of their homes, making them refugees
in their own country. Those properties
have been unlawfully distributed and
are currently being used by the tens of
thousands of illegal settlers from Tur-
key. To this day, Greek Cypriots are
prevented by Turkey from returning to
their homes and properties.

Another tragic result of this 34-year
occupation is the division among Greek
and Turkish Cypriots, who have been
forcibly separated along ethnic lines.
This unnatural division of the island
Nation is a crime against society and
the people of Cyprus that can only be
resolved by ending this occupation.

Mr. Speaker, 34 years is just too long.
On the occasion of this anniversary, we
need to take a long, hard look at our
own commitment toward helping Cy-
prus reach a lasting and enduring
peace, free from occupation, division,
and oppression.

Last year, the U.S. House had the
wisdom and foresight to unanimously
pass H. Res. 405, a measure I intro-
duced, which expressed strong support
from this body for the implementation
of the July 8 agreement. This year, a
new President was elected in Cyprus.
President Demitris Christofias has fol-
lowed through on his promise to make
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the solution of the Cyprus problem his
top priority and principal concern. The
day of his election, he extended a hand
of friendship to the Turkish Cypriot
leader, Mehmet Talat, and called on
him to meet face-to-face to begin im-
plementing the July 8 agreement.

The Republic of Cyprus has also
worked alongside its European neigh-
bors to bring about a stronger integra-
tion of Turkish and Greek Cypriot in-
terests for the good of the island. This
has included a partial lifting on re-
strictions of movement across the
cease-fire line that continues to forc-
ibly divide Cyprus. As a result, since
2003, more than 13 million Greek and
Turkish Cypriots have crossed without
incident.

Additionally, the per capita income
of Turkish Cypriots has nearly tripled
in the last 3 years because of an aggres-
sive integration policy by the Republic
of Cyprus.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that because of
this continued integration between
Turkish and Greek Cypriots, and the
economic and political successes that
the Republic of Cyprus so readily
wants to share with its neighbors, it is
possible to bring closure to this 34-year
occupation.

Cyprus has long been a strong and
faithful ally of the United States. It
continues to work with us in the global
war on terrorism and has supported our
efforts in both Afghanistan and Iraq.
Aside from providing over-flight rights
and port access, the Government of Cy-
prus has joined only a handful of Na-
tions who have acted on their commit-
ment to cancel Iraq’s outstanding debt.

Mr. Speaker, 34 years is long enough.
It is not impossible to conceive one day
having a Cyprus that is unified under a
bizonal, bicommunal federation with a
single sovereignty, single international
personality, and single citizenship with
respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all Cypriots.

We, Americans, as friends of the Cyp-
riot people, owe it to them to do every-
thing in our power to support peace
and an end to this illegal occupation.

————

34TH BLACK ANNIVERSARY OF
THE INVASION OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 34th anniversary
of the invasion of Cyprus, also known
as the Black Anniversary. The occupa-
tion of Cyprus is an injustice that has
gone on for too long, and the Cyprus
question can no longer be ignored.

I am encouraged by meetings over
the last several months between Presi-
dent Christofias and the Turkish Cyp-
riot leader, Mr. Talat. Their efforts to
implement the July 2006 agreement are
helping to lay the framework for talks
about a final solution to the Cyprus
question. With the recent establish-
ment of working groups and technical
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committees to discuss substantive and
day-to-day issues between the commu-
nities, I am hopeful that the meeting
on July 25 between President
Christofias and Talat will bring about
full negotiations.

Mr. Speaker, 13 million crossings
have taken place between the Greek
and the Turkish Cypriot communities
without incident, and yet, there are
still 43,000 Turkish troops on the is-
land. That is one Turkish troop for
every two Turkish Cypriots.

Last year, I introduced House Reso-
lution 620, expressing the sense of the
House that Turkey should end its occu-
pation of the Republic of Cyprus. I be-
lieve this is an occupation that has di-
vided Cyprus and the Cypriot people for
far too long. This occupation stands in
the way of a final solution to the Cy-
prus question, as well as Turkey’s ac-
cession into the European Union.

Mr. Speaker, last November I led a
congressional delegation to Greece and
Cyprus where I toured the buffer zone
in Nicosia. I saw the barbed wire, and I
saw with my own eyes an area where
time has stood still for 34 years. As we
rise today to commemorate the events
of July 20, 1974, we must remain com-
mitted to working together to end the
occupation and to bring down the 113
miles of barbed wire fence that con-
tinue to divide Cyprus.

———

THE ROLE GOD AND FAITH HAVE
PLAYED IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF OUR GREAT NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, many of us have been discussing the
role God and faith have played in the
development of our great Nation and
how this foundation is ever present
today in our Nation’s capital.

Washington is replete with examples
of how our founders viewed faith as an
integral part of our culture. The subtle
manner in which our faith history is
portrayed in our monuments and land-
marks underscores the fact that faith
is a part of who we are. That these ref-
erences often go unnoticed is simply a
testament to the fact that faith in God
has been inextricably woven into the
fabric of our Nation. As a Nation and
as a people, we believe in God.

The Washington Monument, a tribute
to our first President, contains in its
very cornerstone a copy of the Holy
Bible, the Declaration of Independence,
and the U.S. Constitution. The sym-
bolism is simply profound. From the
beginning of our founding, we have
paid homage to the ideas of freedom
and liberty under God. The presence of
these sacred documents, housed to-
gether in what can be viewed as the
metaphorical cornerstone of the United
States, transcends the simplicity of
separation of church and State, and re-
claims for us the fact that our Nation
was indeed founded with faith as our
guiding light.
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