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the life of an innovative and influential artist
and civil rights leader of the 20th century, Ms.
Katherine Dunham. Ms. Dunham has left a re-
markable legacy behind, from her ground
breaking work in studying dance and anthro-
pology to becoming an internationally recog-
nized dancer. While her renowned dancing
and choreography entertained people around
the world, she always kept in mind the plight
of the less fortunate and was strongly com-
mitted on issues of social justice. In just one
example, at the age of 82, she held a 47-day
hunger strike to bring attention to the situation
of Haitian refugees.

In addition, | would like to point out the
strong connection she had to the community
where she lived part of her life, East St. Louis,
IL, which lies in my congressional district. Her
contributions to the community are immeas-
urable. She established the Performing Arts
Training Center and the Katherine Dunham
Museum and Children’s Workshop in the city
to help revitalize the are and also founded a
dance anthropology program at Southern llli-
nois University—Edwardsville. It was my great
pleasure to introduce a bill that became law
during the 109th Congress to name a post of-
fice after Katherine Dunham within East St.
Louis.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor this
compassionate and gifted individual who con-
tributed so much to her community and our
Nation and | ask the House to join me in pay-
ing respect to an honored American, Katherine
Dunham, by supporting H. Res. 655.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 655, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF A NATIONAL CHILD AWARE-
NESS MONTH

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1296) supporting
the designation of a National Child
Awareness Month to promote aware-
ness of children’s charities and youth-
serving organizations across the United
States and recognizing their efforts on
behalf of children and youth as a posi-
tive investment for the future of our
Nation, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1296

Whereas millions of American children and
youth represent the hopes and future of our
Nation;

Whereas numerous individuals, children’s
organizations, and youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with children and youth col-
laborate to provide invaluable services to en-
rich and better the lives of the young;
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Whereas heightening awareness of and in-
creasing support for organizations that pro-
vide access to healthcare, social services,
education, the arts, sports, and other serv-
ices will assist in the development of char-
acter and the future success of our Nation’s
youth;

Whereas the President issued a proclama-
tion on May 30, 2008, proclaiming June 1, 2008
as National Child’s Day to demonstrate a
commitment to our youth;

Whereas September is a time when par-
ents, families, teachers, school administra-
tors, and communities in general increase
their focus on children and youth nationwide
as the school year begins;

Whereas September is a time for the people
of the United States as a whole to highlight
and be mindful of the needs of children and
youth;

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations through-
out the Nation in support of a month-long
focus on children and youth; and

Whereas designating September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month would recog-
nize that a long-term commitment to chil-
dren and youth is in the public interest, and
will encourage widespread support for the
charities and organizations that seek to pro-
vide a better future for the children and
youth of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of a National
Child Awareness Month to promote aware-
ness of children’s charities and youth-serv-
ing organizations across the United States
and recognizes their efforts on behalf of chil-
dren and youth as a critical contribution to
the future of our Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 1296 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 1296 which designates Sep-
tember as ‘‘National Child Awareness
Month.”

As the resolution points out, Sep-
tember marks the start of the new
school year, which is a time when we
should all focus our attention on the
academic, social and economic well-
being of our Nation’s children.

The children’s charities and youth-
serving organizations in our commu-
nities are important partners in this
effort. In many instances, these organi-
zations provide basic access to health
care, social services, and other critical
needs. They serve as mentors, friends
and coaches, and sometimes the volun-
teers for these organizations are the
only family a child may have.
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Organizations such as the YMCA, the
YWCA, the Boys and Girls Clubs, the
Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund, to name a few,
have provided numerous volunteer
hours and volunteers, educational as-
sistance and after-school programming
for children across the country, filling
a critical gap in the afternoon hours
when children are most at risk.

And so, not only do we want to pro-
mote awareness, but I want to thank
all of these volunteers, all of these in-
dividuals who spend so much of their
time, energy and effort working with
children so that they provide to com-
munities and families, as well as to the
millions of other people who need the
work that is done each and every day.
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And so, Mr. Speaker, once again, I
express my support for H. Res. 1296 and
urge that my colleagues support this
bill.

I would reserve the balance of my
time

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the author
of this resolution, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CALVERT).

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I stand
in strong support of House Resolution
1296, a bipartisan resolution which ex-
presses the sense of the U.S. House of
Representatives that National Child
Awareness Month should be established
in the month of September

September is traditionally back-to-
school month, a time when families
focus on preparing children for the
coming school year. Recognizing Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month will heighten the American
public’s attentiveness to the impor-
tance of our children’s health, edu-
cation, safety and character develop-
ment through the ongoing efforts of
numerous organizations and individ-
uals who help protect and nurture
them. With this resolution we express
our support for a month-long effort to
recognize the importance of children in
our society as they grow into respon-
sible citizens.

It is widely recognized that a strong,
supportive family unit is the most im-
portant factor in the well-being of a
child. Unfortunately, this is no guar-
antee that every child will have a sup-
port system to rely on. Thankfully
there are many caring organizations
that provide for children in need.

Even children with solid support sys-
tems benefit from youth-serving orga-
nizations. They enrich their lives
through activities such as sports, the
arts, philanthropy and further edu-
cation outside the classroom.

I would like to extend my sincerest
appreciation to the 50 bipartisan co-
sponsors. I would also like to thank the
gentlelady from Orange County, my
Democratic lead cosponsor, LORETTA
SANCHEZ, for her efforts on behalf of
this resolution. In addition, I would
like to extend a special thanks to the
Education and Labor Committee lead-
ership and staff for moving the bill
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quickly. And I look forward to working
with the Senate to have a companion
resolution pass in the Senate Chamber.
It is my hope that the administration
will, by Presidential proclamation,
also designate September as National
Child Awareness Month so that the
many child-focused programs of the
Federal Government might be also
highlighted.

Finally, I commend the many local
and national youth-serving organiza-
tions and charities dedicated to the
well-being of children.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
would continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1296, supporting
the designation of September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month.

The National Child Awareness Month
will recognize that a long-term com-
mitment to children and youth is in
the public interest. This designation
will also encourage widespread support
for the charities and organizations that
seek to provide a better future for the
children and youth of the United
States.

With that, I thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. CALVERT) for in-
troducing this bill. I ask for my col-
leagues’ support in designating Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | come to the floor to recognize the
many charities across this nation that serve
children, and to support H. Res. 1296.

Declaring September as National Child
Awareness Month will provide an excellent
collaborative opportunity for children’s charities
and youth-serving organizations by bringing
national attention to issues of vital concern to
our children such as education, healthcare,
social service, active living, arts and character
development.

Children’s charities and youth-serving orga-
nizations come in all shapes and sizes from
the Boys and Girls Club to the Saint Joseph
Ballet in Santa Ana, California. However, no
matter the size, their mission is to improve the
lives of the children they serve.

The enhanced awareness of children’s char-
ities and youth-serving organizations, that will
be made possible by this resolution, will assist
these organizations’ efforts to raise needed
funding and to encourage volunteers to be-
come involved in the lives of the most dis-
advantaged children in their communities.

This Congress has made many symbolic
gestures in support of children in the past. It
is my hope that this resolution will have a
greater impact resulting in the official declara-
tion of September as National Child Aware-
ness Month.

Ms. FOXX. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to commend the gentleman from
California (Mr. CALVERT) for his intro-
duction of this very meaningful legisla-
tion.

I have no further speakers, and I
would yield back the balance of my
time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YARMUTH). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1296, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

CONTINUATION OF EMERGENCY
REGARDING EXPORT CONTROL
REGULATIONS—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-137)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency
caused by the lapse of the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979, as amended, is
to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
August 17, 2008.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 23, 2008.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
THE PRICE OF GAS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the things that I think the
American people are not aware of is
that on September 30, the moratorium
on drilling for oil offshore on the conti-
nental shelf will expire. And when that
expires, this Congress will have to vote
once again to extend that moratorium.

Now most Americans are saying,
well, what in the world does that have
to do with me? The cost of gasoline is
now over $4 per gallon. People that go
to fill up their gas tank are spending
$70 to $80 or even more dollars per
tankful to get their car filled up to go
to and from work and to run their kids
to school. If we are allowed to drill off
the continental shelf, it’s my belief,
and the belief of most of the Members
of this body, that the price per barrel
of oil will begin to drop precipitously,
and that translates into lower prices at
the gas pump for gasoline, which will
be a benefit for every person in this
country that drives a car. But in addi-
tion, it will have a positive impact on
the purchase of goods and services
around this country. Food, clothing
and everything else is transported by
truck.

And tonight, what I would do if I
were talking to the American people, 1
would ask them to contact every Sen-
ator and Congressman in both Cham-
bers, and if I were talking to them, I
would ask them to tell their Congress-
man and Senators to eliminate that
moratorium. The minute that morato-
rium is removed, we will be able to
drill for oil and gasoline off the conti-
nental shelf. Right now, we’re prohib-
ited from doing that. And as a result,
the price of gasoline, oil and gas prod-
ucts continue to go through the roof.

It’s time that we move toward energy
independence, Mr. Speaker. And the
American people, if you talked to any
of them at the parades that took place
over the Fourth of July, or any other
meetings that take place, the town
meetings, they’re all telling us, do
something about the price of gasoline.
Do something about the price of en-
ergy. Make us energy independent.
Drill in America. Drill anywhere. But
lower the price of energy and make us
energy independent.

We have the ability within the next
60 days to remove the moratorium on
drilling offshore on the continental
shelf. We can do that. All we have to do
is not pass a bill that extends that
moratorium.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the American peo-
ple are clamoring for that. They want
the cost of gasoline to go down. They
want the cost of energy to go down.
They want us to be energy inde-
pendent. Every place we go, they’re
saying drill here, drill there, drill any-
where, but lower the price of energy
and get us to energy independence. We
have the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to
do that within the next 60 days.

And so, once again, Mr. Speaker, I
know I can’t talk to the American peo-
ple. But if I were talking to the Amer-
ican people, I would say, call your Con-
gressman, call your Senator, and tell
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