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The good Lord has given us the re-
sources we need. Americans need to de-
mand it of the Democratic leadership
in the House.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HALL of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———
AMERICAN ENERGY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
you and I thank my colleagues on the
Republican side and our leadership for
giving me the opportunity to be on the
floor tonight to talk to all of our col-
leagues, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, about one of the most pressing
issues facing this country in a long,
long time. And of course the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
just spent her b5-minute discussion
talking about the very same thing. But
we are blessed to have an hour worth of
time tonight, as we have done on sev-
eral nights for the last I would say 3 or
4 weeks talking about this one huge
problem, Mr. Speaker.

And I have a number of my col-
leagues who have joined me tonight to
help in this discussion of this energy
crisis which is so important that the
Nation is now facing. We have a Mem-
ber who I will yield to subsequently
who wants to talk about something
very unique, a new bill, something that
he has thought of that I think is very,
very interesting, intriguing, and I want
my colleagues to hear about that.

But let me start the hour, Mr. Speak-
er, by giving our colleagues a little
quiz. This is not a pop quiz. Well,
maybe in a way it is, but it is not a dif-
ficult pop quiz. In fact, it is the easiest
type question, the kind I always en-
joyed when in school, it is multiple
choice. It is a multiple-choice question.
So I want to ask the cameras to sort of
hone in on this first slide that I have to
my left. This is the question. It is sim-
ple. It is straightforward.

How do we bring down the price of
0il?

Now I have listed about six possible
answers. I could have listed eight or
ten. Let’s start with A, open up oil ex-
ploration in the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge and the Outer Continental
Shelf.

Now that oil and natural gas has
been closed to us, has been locked up
since the mid-seventies when a morato-
rium was placed. Thank goodness
President Bush just recently, in the
last 2 weeks, lifted the executive order
and now Congress certainly could pass
a law and allow us to do that.

So, A, I am sure for many of our col-
leagues in this body on both sides of
the aisle, A, would be their choice as
the best answer.

The second answer, B, build new oil
refineries. Well, you mean we haven’t?
No. No, my colleagues, we have not
built a new oil refinery in this country
probably in 25 years. We have expanded
a bit along the gulf coast where most
of the refineries currently exist. And,
of course, they are right in hurricane
alley, and we know what happened dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina when a lot of re-
fineries were shut down and we had a
real crisis because of that.

So darn right, B would be a good an-
swer, build new oil refineries.
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And C, commercially develop renew-
able energy resources. What do we
mean by renewable energy resources?
Well, I think the main two that come
right to mind are wind and solar. Wind
and solar. Wind and sun.

There are some parts of the energy
where there is a lot of energy produced
by wind and sun. The North Sea, the
northern part of Germany, Hamburg;
in the Netherlands. I have been to both
of those countries and seen these huge
turbines, wind farms, and some are out
in the ocean. You can’t see them, they
are a long way from shore, but this
constant wind source in the North Sea
is a good source of renewable energy.

Solar panels, I would say, work real
good in the equator in the temperate
zones, but they may not work so well
in certain parts of our country. But
without question, C is a good response
to how do we bring down the price of
oil, commercially develop renewable
energy resources. We are doing that. In
fact, we have tax credits to incentivize
that. I have recently supported a bill
by the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
BARTLETT), to renew those tax credits
for renewable to stimulate that indus-
try. These tax credits expire, I think,
in about a month, so it is very impor-
tant that we do renew that.

Right now only 1 to 2 percent of the
energy, the electricity in this country
is generated from these renewable
sources. It ought to be 6 to 8, maybe 10
percent; and hopefully eventually it
will. So C is a pretty darn good answer.

The fourth choice, D, commission
new nuclear power plants. Well, you
know, some of our colleagues may say
you mean we haven’t? We don’t? We
have got over 100 nuclear power plants
in this country, some in the southeast.
The gentleman from Tennessee is with
us tonight, and there are some in Ten-
nessee. And there certainly are some in
my home State of Georgia. I worked at
a nuclear power plant in South Caro-
lina when I was a co-op student at
Georgia Tech. But we have not Ili-
censed, the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission has not licensed a nuclear
plant in about 30 years.

The Three Mile Island scare, there
was no loss of life, maybe that had
something to do with it. But nuclear
power today is safe. It is efficient. It is
clean; and yes, it is expensive. And
maybe that is part of the reason why
we haven’t gone nuclear in a more
meaningful way. Right now I think
probably 12 percent of our power in this
country is generated by nuclear power.

But when you are paying $140 a barrel
for oil, petroleum products, all of a
sudden nuclear power would be a bar-
gain. And we have a couple of power
plants in the State of Georgia. Plant
Vogtle has two and is asking to bring
online two more. We need to stream-
line that.

There are countries, France in par-
ticular, 85 percent of their electric
power, their electricity, is generated
by nuclear power. In fact, they even
have to sell some of that to their
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