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TRIBUTE TO MARY GLESE

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Mrs. Mary Glese, principal at Hogan
Elementary School in Marshalltown, lowa, on
the occasion of her retirement. | also wish to
express my appreciation for Mary’s dedication
and commitment to the youth of lowa.

For the past 39 years, Mrs. Glese has con-
tributed her time and talents to improving
youths’ lives through education and mentoring.
She grew up in Ames and graduated from
lowa State University before obtaining her
master's degree from the University of Colo-
rado in Boulder. During her career, Mrs. Glese
also worked at schools in Minnesota and
Mason City as well as a consultant for the
Area Education Agency.

Mrs. Glese has truly made a lasting impact
on students, family and faculty throughout her
illustrious career, and her leadership at Hogan
Elementary will certainly be missed by every-
one. | consider it an honor to represent Mrs.
Mary Glese in the United States Congress,
and | wish her and her husband David a
happy and healthy retirement.

———

MR. JAMES STRAYER

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and honor that | congratulate
Mr. James A. Strayer on his retirement from
his position as the Business Manager for the
Northwest Indiana Building and Construction
Trades Council. Jim, a member of Ironworkers
#395 for many years, has dedicated his life to
the interests of his fellow tradesman and the
entire community in Northwest Indiana. For his
lifetime of service to the Ironworkers and the
Building Trades Council, Jim will be honored
at a retirement dinner taking place at Avalon
Manor in Merrillville, Indiana, on August 1,
2008.

Jim Strayer has been a member of the Iron-
workers #395 for the past 39 years. During
that time, he has held numerous positions.
After six years as an Ironworker, Jim became
an Apprentice Instructor, a position that al-
lowed him the opportunity to pass on his im-
mense knowledge to some of his younger
counterparts. For five years, he fulfilled his du-
ties in this capacity with the determination and
enthusiasm that would foreshadow what was
to come in Jim’s career. As his commitment to
leading his union remained, Jim would later be
named Business Agent for Ironworkers #395.
From there, Jim went on to become the Presi-
dent of the Northwest Indiana Building and
Construction Trades Council in 1990. After six
successful years in this capacity, Jim was
named Business Manager for the Building
Trades, the position he has excelled at for the
past twelve years.

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its
tradesmen. For many years, Jim Strayer has
displayed this unwavering dedication to the
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members of the Building Trades, and his nu-
merous positions have allowed him the oppor-
tunity to touch the lives of countless individ-
uals. Not only has Jim served his local trades-
man, but through his work with the Building
Trades, he has been a remarkable example of
just how much good an organization can do
for a community. When it comes to serving
those in need throughout the community, the
Building Trades has long been one of North-
west Indiana’s most generous organizations,
as well as one of its greatest assets.

Although Jim has served the Building
Trades and his community with complete dedi-
cation, it is his commitment to his family that
is most impressive. Jim and his devoted wife,
Pat, have two sons, Doug and Andy, and one
daughter, Rebecca.

Madam Speaker, James Strayer has given
his time and efforts selflessly to the tradesmen
he has worked with and represented, as well
as to the people of Northwest Indiana through
the many charitable efforts of the Building
Trades Council. He has been a true role
model to his peers and a true friend to North-
west Indiana. | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
commending Jim for his outstanding contribu-
tions and in wishing him well upon his retire-
ment.

———

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF ALVIN
AILEY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Alvin Ailey, a pioneer in the art of
modern dance whose work is renowned
throughout the world and beloved in his home-
town of Harlem. This year, the Dance Theater
celebrates 50 years of enriching the lives of
audiences throughout the world. The group
has since won critical acclaim and has been
called an ambassador of American culture.

Today, the Alvin Ailey American Dance The-
ater has performed in 48 states and 71 coun-
tries for an estimated 21 million people. By in-
tegrating African-American tradition with clas-
sic modern dance, Ailey’s Dance Theater has
created a unique experience that speaks to
audiences all over the world.

The innovation and freshness that Alvin
Ailey brought to the world of modern dance
has forever elevated the standard for perform-
ance art and has effectively engaged people
of all backgrounds and world views with the
Theatre’s legendary “Revelations.” After 50
years, it is true now more than ever that to
watch the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
is to watch art come alive.

TRIBUTE TO PETER FAUST

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Peter Faust for
his longtime dedication to helping persons with
disabilities, being an inspiration in his commu-
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nity of Clear Lake, lowa and earning the
American Network of Community Options and
Resources’ (ANCOR?’s) Direct Support Profes-
sional (DSP) of lowa Award.

Pete has been working at Opportunity Vil-
lage for 31 years and is the only employee to
work with the agency for more than 20 years.
In 1994, Pete earned the Shirley Echelbarger
Award, which is the highest honor an em-
ployee at Opportunity Village can receive. Al-
though Pete must work extra hours just to pay
his bills, he continues to work at Opportunity
Village because he understands that consist-
ency and familiarity are what his clients need.

Pete’s sacrifices and dedication to his cli-
ents go above and beyond what we are asked
as citizens of this country. His willingness to
give a part of himself for the betterment of oth-
ers illustrates the compassion of lowans, and
for this | offer him my utmost congratulations
and thanks. | consider it an honor to represent
Peter Faust in the United States Congress,
and | wish him the best in his future work
serving others.

——————

DTV TRANSITION ASSISTANCE ACT
HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, | wish to
express my strong support for the passage of
S. 2607, the DTV Transition Assistance Act,
which will aid rural communities by ensuring
that low power translators get the funding
needed for digital equipment upgrades. This
bipartisan legislation is critical to rural Ameri-
cans that rely on over the air broadcast tele-
vision as their main conduit to entertainment,
news and even lifesaving information in emer-
gency situations. That is why | joined with
Representatives Walden and Boucher, the Co-
Chairs of the DTV Caucus, in introducing simi-
lar legislation.

Under current law, $65 million has been set
aside for the upgrade of low powered trans-
lators for the DTV transition. In Oregon alone
there are over 400 stations that broadcast
over these low powered translators. While this
money has been set aside to assist in upgrad-
ing these translators, the wording of the stat-
ute did not allow the money to be spent until
September of 2010, almost 2 years after the
transition. This bill would make these funds
available on the day of the transition in Feb-
ruary of 2009. It would also give the NTIA the
authority to use leftover funds from section
3008 of the Digital Television Transition and
Public Safety Act of 2005 for grants, contracts,
and assistance programs to assist seniors,
rural residents, and minorities.

The Digital Television transition is the most
sweeping and fundamental change to the tele-
vision landscape since the advent of color.
The advent of color television however, did not
require millions of Americans to buy a new tel-
evision or converter box or risk losing their
picture. That fact alone makes the transition to
digital television in February of 2009 a tectonic
shift in broadcast television.

While this bill is an important fix, many prob-
lems still remain. The auctioning off of the
newly available spectrum being vacated due
to the digital transition has made the govern-
ment over $19 billion. Despite this massive
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