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Today’s raise in the minimum wage
provides an important boost for the
millions of workers who have been left
behind in this administration’s econ-
omy.

————
O 1030

NEW YORK TIMES SHOWS
FAVORITISM

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, in a blatant show of partisanship,
the New York Times this week refused
to publish an op-ed by Senator JOHN
McCAIN about Iraq just days after pub-
lishing an op-ed on the same subject by
Senator BARACK OBAMA. The Times’ op-
ed editor, a former staff member in the
Clinton administration, said he wanted
something from MCCAIN that ‘“‘mirrors
Senator OBAMA’s piece.”

Instead of permitting one candidate
to set the rules, maybe the Times
should allow equal opportunity for the
Presidential candidates to both express
their views on major issues like Iraq.

The American people should demand
more fairness and less favoritism from
the New York Times. Voters deserve
the highest standards of journalism
both during this important election
and afterwards.

——————

BIG OIL SPENDS MORE ON STOCK,
LESS ON EXPLORATION

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker,
Americans are driving out of their way
to fill up on the cheapest gas and are
skipping summer vacations and impor-
tant appointments because gas prices
today are just too high.

And while Americans are paying
record-high prices, Big Oil is reaping
record-high profits. But instead of in-
vesting those profits for exploration on
the 311 million acres of land open to
new energy production, Big Oil spends
their money on stock buybacks and
dividends.

In 1993, o0il companies spent only 1
percent of their profits on stocks. Last
year, that number rose to 55 percent.
And yet Big O0Oil continues to spend
only in the single digits on finding new
oil. It’s no wonder that 68 million acres
of land already leased to Big Oil sits
undeveloped because Big Oil is spend-
ing all of its profits buying back its
stock rather than searching for new
oil. And yet House Republicans con-
tinue to allow Big Oil to get away with
this.

Last week, for the second time,
House Republicans could have forced
Big Oil to use it or lose it, but once
again, they sided with Big Oil. How
high do prices have to get before House
Republicans will join us in providing
relief for the consumer?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
5501, TOM LANTOS AND HENRY J.
HYDE UNITED STATES GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS,
TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1362 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1362

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5501) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal years 2009
through 2013 to provide assistance to foreign
countries to combat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
and malaria, and for other purposes, with the
Senate amendment thereto, and to consider
in the House, without intervention of any
point of order except those arising under
clause 10 of rule XXI, a motion offered by the
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs or his designee that the House concur
in the Senate amendment. The Senate
amendment and the motion shall be consid-
ered as read. The motion shall be debatable
for one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the motion to its adoption without
intervening motion.

SEC. 2. During consideration of the motion
to concur pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the motion to such time as
may be designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. For the
purpose of debate only, Madam Speak-
er, I yield the customary 30 minutes to
my colleague, classmate and good
friend, Representative DIAZ-BALART.
All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I also ask unanimous consent that all
Members be given 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on House Resolution 1362.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam
Speaker, House Resolution 1362 pro-
vides for consideration of the Senate
amendment to H.R. 5501, the Tom Lan-
tos and Henry J. Hyde United States
Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008.

The rule provides 1 hour of general
debate on the motion controlled by the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Madam Speaker, the Global Leader-
ship Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria Reauthorization Act is a
comprehensive and fiscally responsible
way to continue and advance America’s
leadership in the global fight against
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

H7065

I might add that the two persons for
whom this act is named were persons
that exemplified and manifested
throughout their careers the need for
the Foreign Affairs Committee to pro-
ceed in a comprehensive and respon-
sible manner.

The bill authorizes $48 billion to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and ma-
laria for fiscal year 09 through fiscal
year 2013, and includes guidelines and
goals for reducing the burden of these
diseases.

The bill supports culturally com-
petent prevention and treatment meas-
ures that are based on empirical evi-
dence rather than ideology.

Additionally, the underlying bill in-
cludes provisions that support a multi-
faceted approach to treating and pre-
venting the three diseases, and encour-
ages foreign and domestic health care
entities to collaborate.

The bill prevents foreign govern-
ments from unjustly profiting from
U.S. aid and prohibits them from tax-
ing the funds that the bill authorizes.

Lastly, the bill seeks to improve
oversight, transparency and account-
ability in assessing the progress of
United States global HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis and malaria programs.

Madam Speaker, the United States
has become an important player in
combating these global epidemics.
However, although the underlying bill
has bipartisan support, some have ar-
gued that it is imprudent to invest in
global health programs while we are
experiencing so many problems domes-
tically. Nothing, in my opinion, could
be further from the truth. Investing in
global health ultimately leads to com-
munities and countries that are more
economically, socially and politically
stable. In this globally connected era,
it is imperative that we address health
and development in foreign countries.

Malaria was virtually eradicated in
most of the West more than 50 years
ago. In fact, the Washington D.C. area
was particularly vulnerable to this dis-
ease. Effectively resolving this health
threat undoubtedly contributed to the
ability of our country and other West-
ern countries to thrive and prosper.
Therefore, it comes as no surprise that
the 40 percent of men, women and chil-
dren who are at risk for contracting
malaria live in poorer countries, with
less access to education, preventative
health care, and treatment.

As we consider this important bill,
we would be remiss if we did not look
at it as an opportunity to think about
how we can improve our response to
HIV/AIDS and other debilitating dis-
eases that affect people in this coun-
try.

The fight against HIV/AIDS is also a
fight against the health, economic and
educational disparities that continue
to exist in communities that have been
historically underprivileged.

Nearly three decades after the first
national reports on HIV/AIDS, the dis-
ease has reached every corner of the
world and has claimed an estimated 25
million lives.
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