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Whereas September is a time for the people
of the United States to highlight and be
mindful of the needs of children and youth;

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations through-
out the United States in support of a month-
long focus on children and youth;

Whereas designating September 2008 as
‘“‘National Child Awareness Month’” would
recognize that a long-term commitment to
children and youth is in the public interest,
and will encourage widespread support for
charities and organizations that seek to pro-
vide a better future for the children and
youth of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2008 as ‘‘National Child Awareness
Month”—

(1) to promote awareness of charities bene-
fitting children and youth-serving organiza-
tions throughout the United States; and

(2) to recognize efforts made by such char-
ities and organizations on behalf of children
and youth as a positive investment in the fu-
ture of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  645—HON-
ORING THE LIFE OF ANNE
LEGENDRE ARMSTRONG

Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mrs.
HUTCHISON) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 645

Whereas Anne Legendre Armstrong, a pio-
neer for women in public service, passed
away on July 30, 2008, at the age of 80;

Whereas Anne Armstrong was educated at
Foxcroft School in Middleburg, Virginia,
where she was valedictorian of her grad-
uating class;

Whereas Anne Armstrong received her B.A.
degree from Vassar College, where she was
elected to Phi Beta Kappa in her junior year;

Whereas Anne Armstrong was an active
and respected leader in the Texas Republican
Party and the first female co-chair of the Re-
publican National Committee;

Whereas Anne Armstrong served both
President Richard Nixon and President Ger-
ald Ford as a Cabinet-level counselor, the
first woman to do so;

Whereas Anne Armstrong was named by
President Gerald Ford as the United States
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, the first
woman to hold that important and pres-
tigious post;

Whereas Anne Armstrong was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s
highest civilian honor, by President Ronald
Reagan;

Whereas Anne Armstrong graciously
hosted world leaders and other prominent in-
dividuals at the legendary Armstrong Ranch
in Kenedy County, Texas;

Whereas Anne Armstrong was inducted
into the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame in 1986
for her numerous achievements and con-
tributions to the State of Texas and the Na-
tion;

Whereas Anne Armstrong lost her beloved
husband Tobin in 2005, and is survived by 5
five children: J. Barclay Armstrong, Kath-
arine Armstrong Love, Sarita Armstrong
Hixon, James Armstrong, and Tobin Arm-
strong, Jr.;

Whereas Anne Armstrong is also survived
by 13 grandchildren and a sister, Katharine
Legendre King; and

Whereas Anne Armstrong will be deeply
missed by the people of Texas and the Nation
as a whole: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors the life of
Anne Legendre Armstrong, an exemplar of
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dedication to public service and an inspira-
tion for the Texans who have followed her.

SENATE RESOLUTION 646—RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL RUNAWAY PREVENTION
MONTH

Mr. SHELBY (for himself and Mrs.
LINCOLN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. RES. 646

Whereas the prevalence of running away
from home and homelessness among youths
is staggering, with studies suggesting that
between 1,600,000 and 2,800,000 youths live on
the streets of the United States each year;

Whereas running away from home is wide-
spread, and youths aged 12 to 17 are at a
higher risk of becoming homeless than
adults;

Whereas youths who run away from home
most often have been expelled from their
homes by their families, have been phys-
ically, sexually, or emotionally abused at
home, have been discharged by State custo-
dial systems without adequate transition
plans, or have been separated from their par-
ents by death and divorce, are too poor to se-
cure their own basic needs, and are ineligible
or unable to access adequate medical or
mental health resources;

Whereas effective programs that support
runaway youths and assist youths and their
families in preventing youths from running
away succeed because of partnerships cre-
ated among families, community-based
human service agencies, law enforcement
agencies, schools, faith-based organizations,
and businesses;

Whereas preventing youths from running
away from home and supporting youths in
high-risk situations are priorities for fami-
lies, communities, and the Nation;

Whereas the future well-being of the
United States is dependent on the opportuni-
ties provided for youths and families to ac-
quire the knowledge, skills, and abilities
necessary for youths to develop into safe,
healthy, and productive adults;

Whereas the National Network for Youth
and its members advocate on behalf of run-
away and homeless youths and provide an
array of community-based support to address
their critical needs;

Whereas the National Runaway Switch-
board provides crisis intervention and refer-
rals to reconnect runaway youths with their
families and to link youths to local re-
sources that provide positive alternatives to
running away from home; and

Whereas the National Network for Youth
and the National Runaway Switchboard are
cosponsoring National Runaway Prevention
Month in November 2008 to increase public
awareness of the life circumstances of
youths in high-risk situations, the need for
safe, healthy, and productive alternatives to
running away, and the resources and support
available for youths, families, and commu-
nities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and

supports the goals and ideals of National
Runaway Prevention Month.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 647—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 9, 2008, AS
“NATIONAL FETAL ALCOHOL
SPECTRUM DISORDERS AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SPECTER,
Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. STEVENS, and Mr.
HATCH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 647

Whereas the term ‘‘fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders’ includes a broader range of condi-
tions and therefore has replaced the term
‘“fetal alcohol syndrome” as the umbrella
term describing the range of effects that can
occur in an individual whose mother drank
alcohol during pregnancy;

Whereas fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
are the leading cause of cognitive disability
in western civilization, including the United
States, and are 100 percent preventable;

Whereas fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
are a major cause of numerous social dis-
orders, including learning disabilities, school
failure, juvenile delinquency, homelessness,
unemployment, mental illness, and crime;

Whereas the incidence rate of fetal alcohol
syndrome is estimated at 1 out of 500 live
births and the incidence rate of fetal alcohol
spectrum disorders is estimated at 1 out of
every 100 live births;

Whereas, although the economic costs of
fetal alcohol spectrum disorders are difficult
to estimate, the cost of fetal alcohol syn-
drome alone in the United States was
$5,400,000,000 in 2003 and it is estimated that
each individual with fetal alcohol syndrome
will cost taxpayers of the United States be-
tween $1,500,000 and $3,000,000 in his or her
lifetime;

Whereas, in February 1999, a small group of
parents of children who suffer from fetal al-
cohol spectrum disorders came together with
the hope that in 1 magic moment the world
could be made aware of the devastating con-
sequences of alcohol consumption during
pregnancy;

Whereas the first International Fetal Alco-
hol Syndrome Awareness Day was observed
on September 9, 1999;

Whereas Bonnie Buxton of Toronto, Can-
ada, the co-founder of the first International
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Day,
asked “What if . .. a world full of FAS/E
[Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Effect] parents all
got together on the ninth hour of the ninth
day of the ninth month of the year and asked
the world to remember that during the 9
months of pregnancy a woman should not
consume alcohol . . . would the rest of the
world listen?”’; and

Whereas on the ninth day of the ninth
month of each year since 1999, communities
around the world have observed Inter-
national Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness
Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 9, 2008, as ‘‘Na-
tional Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
Awareness Day’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States—

(A) to observe National Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day with ap-
propriate ceremonies—

(i) to promote awareness of the effects of
prenatal exposure to alcohol;

(ii) to increase compassion for individuals
affected by prenatal exposure to alcohol;

(iii) to minimize further effects of prenatal
exposure to alcohol; and

(iv) to ensure healthier
across the United States; and

communities
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