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Madam Speaker, it is apparent that Russia
deliberately sought to cripple Georgia’s econ-
omy, wreaking economic hardship and per-
haps seeking to foment upheaval. In the proc-
ess, Russia has sought to degrade key eco-
nomic and commercial zones in the region,
and I'm concerned that the most serious long-
term damage could be the loss of confidence
in Georgia as a reliable transit point for oil and
gas pipelines—currently the only transit point
for oil to Europe from central Asia and the
Caucasus that does not go through Russia.

This legislation, while it cannot undo all of
the damage done to Georgia’s economy and
infrastructure, will go far in helping Georgia, a
strategic U.S. partner, begin to rebuild its
economy and critical infrastructure while help-
ing to create new trade, business, and eco-
nomic opportunities among key countries in
the region.

| welcome the administration’s announce-
ment of a package of U.S. emergency assist-
ance to be provided to Georgia. My legislation
seeks to complement these preliminary efforts
with the aim of ensuring the kind of sustained
assistance the people of Georgia will need in
the coming months to rebuild their lives and
country.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation and ensure
its timely passage.

———————

RABBI STANLEY HALPERN

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, It is with
great pleasure and admiration that | congratu-
late Rabbi Stanley Halpern as he celebrates a
milestone, his 20th anniversary as Rabbi at
Temple Israel in Gary, IN. Throughout his
years of service at Temple Israel, Rabbi
Halpern has been one of northwest Indiana’s
most dedicated and distinguished citizens. The
people of northwest Indiana have certainly
been rewarded by the service and uncompro-
mising loyalty he has displayed to the parish
and the entire community, and for his out-
standing efforts, he was recognized at a din-
ner in his honor at Sand Creek Country Club
in Chesterton, IN, on September 6, 2008. As
part of the celebration, a very special Shabbat
service also took place the previous night.

Stanley Halpern was born and raised in
Spokane, WA, where he received an intensive
Jewish education at Keneseth Israel Syna-
gogue. Following his graduation from Lewis &
Clark High School, he went on to receive his
Bachelor's and Master’s degrees from the Uni-
versity of Washington, where his studies were
focused on Philosophy and Near Eastern Lan-
guages and Literature. He also served as
Scholar in Residence at Dropsie College in
Philadelphia, PA. Following his ordination,
Rabbi Halpern spent the next ten years focus-
ing on fundraising and Jewish educational
work as the Executive Director of the Bureau
of Jewish Education in Sacramento. Finally, in
1988, Rabbi Halpern settled into his first pul-
pit, Temple Israel in Gary, IN, where he has
served since 1988.

Temple Israel’s long tradition of dedication
to social justice and active involvement in the
life of northwest Indiana was a perfect fit for
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Rabbi Halpern’s commitment to Tikkun Olan,
the obligation in Judaism of each individual to
do all they can for the healing of the world.

Under Rabbi Halpern’s leadership, the peo-
ple of Temple Israel have involved themselves
in a myriad of social and community projects,
including: the Open Housing Center of North-
west Indiana, the Interfaith Clergy Council of
Gary, and Muslim/Jewish Dialogue—Breaking
Down Barriers by Breaking Bread Together.
Temple Israel has also played a major role in
assisting local veterans by teaching skills to
prepare them for re-entry into the workforce.
Through Rabbi Halpern’s involvement with
Hospice, the Bio-Ethics Committee of Commu-
nity Hospital, and AIDS awareness, they have
also been very active in Northwest Indiana’s
health care community, and they have been
outstanding advocates in the fight against do-
mestic abuse through their efforts with the Do-
mestic Relations Counseling Bureau of Lake
County. With a focus on doing what is right,
Rabbi Halpern and Temple Israel have re-
mained active in these causes, all while con-
tinuing to prosper in the building of a vibrant
Jewish community in northwest Indiana.

Rabbi Halpern and his wife, Carol, reside in
Portage, IN. They are the proud parents of
one daughter, who also resides in Portage,
and Carol's son, who resides in the Boston,
MA, area.

Madam Speaker, northwest Indiana is a bet-
ter place because of the tireless service of
people like Rabbi Halpern. He is a man who
has dedicated himself to serving others. | ask
that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in commending Rabbi
Halpern for his many years of enduring serv-
ice and the unforgettable effect he has had on
the people of Temple Israel, as well as the en-
tire northwest Indiana community, and | ask
that you join me in congratulating him on this
impressive milestone.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
CHARLES JOSEPH POLLMAN

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of
Mobile and the State of Alabama recently lost
a dear friend, and | rise today to honor
Charles Joseph Pollman and pay tribute to his
memory.

A lifelong resident of Mobile, Charles grad-
uated from McGill Institute and Spring Hill Col-
lege. He served in the U.S. Army Air Corps,
Second Air Division, in Norwich, England, dur-
ing World War Il.

After his service in the war, he used his vet-
eran benefits to attend the Dunwoody Institute
in Minneapolis, MN, where he studied baking.
He followed in the footsteps of his father, Fred
Pollman Sr., and became owner and operator
of his parents’ bakery, Pollman’s Bake Shop.
He started working in the family bakery when
he was just 12 years old, and at the age of
88, he was still going to the bakery several
days a week.

Three generations of the Pollman family
have been baking in Mobile since 1918, and
his passing is a tremendous loss to the city.
Every Mobilian cherishes Pollman brownies,
and many a schoolchild in Mobile County has
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carried a Pollman po’boy in their lunch box.
From ham biscuits to king cakes—Pollman’s is
the place to go downtown or in west Mobile.
It is not an overstatement to say that thou-
sands of wedding cakes have had the Pollman
touch.

Charles Pollman also devoted much of his
time to his community. He was a member of
St. Pius X Catholic Church and the Knights of
Columbus Council No. 666.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in remembering a dedicated community
leader, a friend to many throughout southwest
Alabama, as well as a wonderful husband and
devoted father. Charles Pollman will be dearly
missed by his family—his wife, Beverly
Pollman; their six children, Chase J. Poliman,
Mary Corinne Pollman, Thomas L. Pollman,
Leannah P. Duncan, Frederick J. Pollman, lll,
and Page H. Pollman; his sister, Mary Pollman
Bender; his seven grandchildren, Zachary J.
Poliman, Fred J. Pollman, IV, Michelle C.
Poliman, Charles B. Duncan, Adrienne D.
Duncan, Blake H. Poliman, and T. Bender
Pollman—as well as the many countless
friends he leaves behind. Our thoughts and
prayers are with them all during this difficult
time.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH
CAROLINA AZALEA FESTIVAL

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to rise today to ask you to join
me in recognizing the long and important tradi-
tion of the North Carolina Azalea Festival, held
each year in Wilmington, NC. The North Caro-
lina Azalea Festival's rich history reminds us
of its rightful place among our nationally-rec-
ognized festivals.

Founded in 1948 as the Wilmington Azalea
Festival, the festival has since grown and is
now recognized at the North Carolina Azalea
Festival. Now, preparing for its 62nd year, this
festival deserves to be nationally recognized
as a valuable tradition. It is a unique show-
case for our community’s rich array of artwork,
gardens, history and culture through rec-
reational, educational and family-oriented
events. Furthermore, the Festival encourages
volunteerism and civic participation as it con-
tributes to the region’s economy and promotes
the rare qualities of Wilmington’s river-to-the-
sea community.

Throughout the last 62 years the North
Carolina Azalea Festival has brought numer-
ous entertainers and celebrities to the port
city, including Frankie Avalon, Cab Calloway,
Dionne Warwick, Bob Hope, Barbara Mandrell,
Marie Osmond, Tom Jones, the Judds, Frank
Sinatra, Ronald Reagan, the Beach Boys, Tim
McGraw, Jessica Simpson, and Carrie Under-
wood. Also, it is attended each year by local,
State and nationally-elected officials. The 3-
day Street Fair along the Cape Fear Riverwalk
brings hundreds of thousands of people out to
see the local entertainers, arts, crafts, and
food booths, multicultural stage performances,
fireworks show, and of course the annual
North Carolina Azalea Festival Parade. A Coin
Show, Horse Show, Boxing Event, Circus,
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Shag Contest, Queen’s Coronation, and Vari-
ety Show are among the other events put on
by the Festival. Wilmingtonians have long
worked to organize this legendary festival so
that Americans might come from near and far
to enjoy its distinctive charm.

Madam Speaker, thank you for allowing me
to speak about one of North Carolina’s most
treasured events. | rise today to ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognition of the North
Carolina Azalea Festival as a great American
tradition.

————

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 8, 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life and contributions of Con-
gresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES. STEPH-
ANIE was a good friend of mine, and | am still
in shock by her sudden passing. She brought
energy and enthusiasm, brilliance and dedica-
tion to this Congress, and her presence is al-
ready sorely missed.

In the weeks since her passing, | have been
reflecting on her many contributions to her
constituents, her state, and her country, not
only most recently in the House of Represent-
atives but also in a lifetime of service. She
broke barriers, and in the process elevated the
lives of those she touched, both professionally
and personally. The first African-American
woman elected to Congress from the state of
Ohio, STEPHANIE has set the bar incredibly
high with her dedication and devotion, and
paved the way for future generations to follow.
As an attorney, judge, and Member of Con-
gress, she worked tirelessly on behalf of re-
ducing poverty, ensuring access to education
and affordable health care, and advocating for
the rights of minorities nationwide. STEPHANIE
and | saw eye-to-eye on many important
issues, whether it was fighting to ensure af-
fordable housing, or for greater protection for
Haitian and other refugees, or for the simple
notion that every vote should be counted. In
the 110th Congress alone STEPHANIE intro-
duced legislation to revitalize low-income com-
munities, protect and ensure voting rights, cur-
tail predatory lending, and provide greater re-
sources for uterine fibroids research, a per-
sonal commitment of hers that | know she has
carried for many years.

STEPHANIE and | have similar backgrounds
as lawyers, judges, and of course Members of
Congress, and thus | have always thought that
she and | shared a kinship that went beyond
just our professional responsibilities. | hold her
in the highest degree of respect and admira-
tion. Since her untimely passing, | find myself
recalling her personal inspiration as she and |
and so many others in this body continue to
fight for a better, more equal, and more pros-
perous society. She is the very definition of a
role model.

Mr. Speaker, STEPHANIE’s presence will not
be easily replaced, if it ever can. The country
should value her service; and I, for one, also
value her friendship.
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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 30th an-
niversary of American Citizens Abroad, ACA.
This organization deserves to be honored for
promoting and protecting the rights of the
global American community thereby contrib-
uting to the political, social and economic
prosperity of all Americans.

Americans living abroad are a key demo-
graphic in many ways and are often over-
looked in Washington. Americans living
abroad continue to vote and pay taxes in the
United States. Their role in extending Amer-
ican influence around the globe is vital to the
well-being of our Nation. Moreover, they are
unofficial ambassadors, often the first contact
many people around the world have with
America and our nation’s representatives
abroad.

The ACA provides reports containing impor-
tant information and statistics free of charge to
contribute to hearings and debates in the Con-
gress on issues of importance to the American
community abroad and to all citizens at home.
These efforts are designed to help Congress
and the Federal government better understand
and serve the members of the American com-
munity abroad. The ACA also works hard to
ensure that Americans are aware of their
rights and privileges while living abroad.

The ACA was founded on July 10th, 1978 in
Geneva, Switzerland. Since its inception the
ACA has brought together U.S. citizens living
all over the world to work together to promote
and protect their rights. As a cofounder of the
Americans Abroad Caucus with Rep. JOE WIL-
SON, it gives me great pleasure to stand be-
fore this Congress and honor the 30th anni-
versary of this wonderful organization.

IN MEMORY OF MR. S. LEE KLING

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep sadness that | inform the House of the
death of Mr. S. Lee Kling of Country Life
Acres, Missouri.

Mr. Kling was born and raised in St. Louis,
Missouri. He attended the New York Military
Academy and graduated from Washington
University, St. Louis. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1950 to 1952.

Mr. Kling had a commitment to political
service that broke the boundaries of partisan-
ship. He worked as finance chairman for the
Democratic National Committee and served as
treasurer of President Jimmy Carter's re-elec-
tion campaign and treasurer of Congressman
Richard Gephardt's presidential committee. He
received the Democratic National Committee’s
Distinguished Service Award in 1982. Mr.
Kling also held fundraisers for several Repub-
lican candidates, and in 2006, Governor Matt
Blunt appointed him to the Missouri Veterans’
Commission, as well as the Missouri Develop-
ment and Finance Board in the spring of 2008.
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Mr. Kling’s political dedication also extended
to the international level. In 1977, he rep-
resented President Carter at the funeral of the
president of Cyprus, Archbishop Makarios Ill.
He co-chaired a committee for the ratification
of the Panama Canal treaties. In 1979, he
served as an economic adviser during the
peace negotiations between Israel and Egypt.
He was also a civilian aide to Secretary of the
Army.

Mr. Kling was appointed by President Clin-
ton to head the Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commission in 1995. Three years later,
Gephardt asked him to head the Amtrak Re-
form Council. In addition, Mr. Kling was the
chairman of the board of the Bames-Jewish
Hospital Foundation and chairman of the Kling
Co., an insurance, consulting and investment
firm.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Kling was a valuable
leader, businessman, philanthropist, and pub-
lic servant. | know the members of the House
will join me in extending heartfelt condolences
to his family: his wife, Rosalyn Kling; his four
sons, Stephen, Lee, Allan and Frank; and his
two grandchildren.

——

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF THE HONORABLE
ROBERT H. OLIVER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues from California, Mr.
RADANOVICH, Mr. NUNES and Mr. CARDOZA to
pay tribute to the distinguished public service
of Judge Robert H. Oliver. After more than 15
years, Judge Oliver is stepping down as
Chairman of the California State University,
Fresno Board of Governors in September of
this year.

During his tenure with the University, Robert
worked tirelessly to improve the Foundation
Board, and its service to both the school and
the community by increasing the orderly an-
nual contributions to the University Advance-
ment Division, as well as developing a strong
executive committee structure within the orga-
nization. It is because of these endeavors and
others like them that Robert was able to serve
the second longest term as Chairman in the
76 year history of the foundation. It goes with-
out saying that his dedication to the commu-
nity is to be commended.

Due to his vast wisdom and knack for edu-
cating others, Robert was frequently called
upon to lecture on or moderate discussion of
a diverse variety of issues including: domestic
violence, the history of traditional jazz in
America, juvenile justice, and leadership in the
volunteer sector. Throughout his distinguished
career, Robert has served on numerous com-
mittees, boards, and panels such as the Fres-
no County Interagency Council for Children
and Families, the Rotary Club of Fresno, and
the Board of Governors of the State Bar of
California. His service and work have been
recognized by countless awards and honors,
not the least of which is his recognition as an
“Outstanding Alumnus” from both the Craig
School of Business at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno and Golden Gate University
School of Law in San Francisco.
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