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supported Senator COBURN’s blocking
bills that have passed overwhelmingly
in the House. They would pass over-
whelmingly here, but Republicans are
supporting his procedural blockage of
these bills.

————————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 2982

Mr. REID. Another bill is the Run-
away and Homeless Youth Protection
Act. It would help combat youth home-
lessness and help protect vulnerable
runaway youth. The prevalence of
homelessness among young people is
high. Recent studies have suggested
that more than 2 million young people
either run away or are thrown out of
homes each year. Many of them be-
come homeless. That this problem con-
tinues in the richest country in the
world means we need to redouble our
commitment and efforts to safeguard
our kids.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to Calendar No. 751,
Calendar No. 2982; that all after the en-
acting clause be stricken and the text
of subtitle (a) of title II of S. 3297 be in-
serted in lieu thereof; that the amend-
ment be considered agreed to, the bill,
as amended, be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and there be no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, pending examination of what
we received less than 30 minutes ago—
we have to take a look at that, and I
will come back to the majority lead-
er—I object.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 2304

Mr. REID. One of the other bills is
the Mentally Il1 Offender Treatment
and Crime Reduction Reauthorization
and Improvement Act. This bill was in-
troduced by Senator DOMENICI, who has
been a leading advocate throughout his
Senate career on issues relating to peo-
ple who are mentally and emotionally
ill. This bill would help ensure that of-
fenders who are mentally ill get the
treatment they need. It would provide
training and resources to State and
local criminal justice systems. The
House bill didn’t even have a vote. It
passed by voice vote, it was so over-
whelmingly popular.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to Calendar No. 622, S.
2304; that the bill, as amended by com-
mittee, be read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, pending the information, I will
get back to Senator REID. I object until
that time.
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3297

Mr. REID. Madam President, there is
a homeland security bill in the pack-
age that Senator COBURN’s office has
objected to, being supported by his Re-
publican colleagues. This legislation
would establish two programs to assist
African Americans and others in con-
ducting genealogical and historical re-
search. It would require the Archivist
of the United States to establish, as
part of the National Archives, an elec-
tronically searchable database and of
historic records of servitude, emanci-
pation, and post-Civil War reconstruc-
tion contained within Federal agen-
cies. The bill would also require the
National Historical Publications and
Records Commission to provide grants
to States, colleges, universities, librar-
ies, museums, and genealogical asso-
ciations to preserve records and estab-
lish databases of local records of such
information. The bill passed the House
414 to 1.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of subtitle (b) of title VI of S. 3297,
that we proceed to that, that the bill
be read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and there be no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, with the same answer as before,
I object.

Mr. REID. Madam President, direct-
ing a question to my friend. He has in-
dicated he is going to look at these.
When should we come back and see if
we can get some of them done?

Mr. COBURN. My answer, through
the Chair, Mr. Majority Leader, I ap-
preciate that you have made conces-
sions on many bills. I have not seen
those. My staff is working on what you
have sent over 30 minutes ago. I will
communicate to you as soon as we fin-
ish the review, which should be before
1 o’clock today.

———

ALS REGISTRY ACT

Mr. REID. One last thing, again, we
have been told by our staffs that the
ALS question you had has been all
taken care of. I assume you will take a
look at that and see if that, in fact, is
the case.

Mr. COBURN. Answering the major-
ity leader through the Chair, my staff
has advised me a moment ago that we
have come to agreement on that. I
have no objection to the way that is
written at this time.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to Calendar
No. 518, the ALS Registry Act, that all
after the enacting clause be stricken
and that an amendment at the desk,
consisting of a compromise amendment
based on the language of subtitle A of
title I of S. 3297 be inserted in lieu
thereof; that the amendment be consid-
ered and agreed to; that the bill, as
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amended, be read a third time and
passed; and the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 1382) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for the
establishment of an Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis Registry, which had been
reported from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, with an amendment to strike all
after the enacting clause and insert in
lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““ALS Registry
Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICE ACT.

Part P of title 111 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 2809 et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 399R. AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS
REGISTRY.

““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the receipt of the report described in subsection
(b)(2)(4), the Secretary, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, shall—

‘““(A) develop a system to collect data on
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (referred to in this
section as ‘ALS’) and other motor neuron dis-
orders that can be confused with ALS,
misdiagnosed as ALS, and in some cases
progress to ALS, including information with re-
spect to the incidence and prevalence of the dis-
ease in the United States; and

‘““(B) establish a national registry for the col-
lection and storage of such data to develop a
population-based registry of cases in the United
States of ALS and other motor neuron disorders
that can be confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as
ALS, and in some cases progress to ALS.

‘““(2) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of the reg-
istry established under paragraph (1)(B) to—

‘““(A) better describe the incidence and preva-
lence of ALS in the United States;

‘“(B) examine appropriate factors, such as en-
vironmental and occupational, that may be as-
sociated with the disease;

‘“(C) better outline key demographic factors
(such as age, race or ethnicity, gender, and fam-
ily history of individuals who are diagnosed
with the disease) associated with the disease;

‘(D) better eramine the connection between
ALS and other motor neuron disorders that can
be confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as ALS,
and in some cases progress to ALS; and

“(E) other matters as recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee established under subsection
().

“(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

““(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this section,
the Secretary, acting through the Director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
shall establish a committee to be known as the
Advisory Committee on the National ALS Reg-
istry (referred to in this section as the ‘Advisory
Committee’). The Advisory Committee shall be
composed of not more than 27 members to be ap-
pointed by the Secretary, acting through the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, of
which—

‘“(A) two-thirds of such members shall rep-
resent governmental agencies—

“(i) including at least one member rep-
resenting—

“(I) the National Institutes of Health, to in-
clude, upon the recommendation of the Director
of the National Institutes of Health, representa-
tives from the National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke and the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences;
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