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work with Congress as we began our work on
the appropriations process. Unfortunately,
most other government programs are going to
be temporarily funded at last year’s levels until
March 6, 2009, because we did not receive
the kind of bipartisan cooperation required to
complete work on all 13 appropriations bills.
As the unemployment rate continues to rise
and American families are struggling, this ad-
ministration refuses to recognize that in-
creased funding for programs such as the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program, un-
employment insurance and employment serv-
ice operations, the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program, among others, is des-
perately needed.

Next year, Congress will have the oppor-
tunity to work with a new administration that |
imagine will be more favorable to these pro-
grams, but until then | am pleased to see that
some of these important programs will receive
a much-needed increase. For example, this
continuing resolution increases funding for stu-
dent financial assistance programs by $2.5 bil-
lion, with $16.8 billion devoted exclusively to
Pell grants. With the troubles in the financial
markets, this funding is critical for students
who rely on aid to finance their education. |
strongly believe that higher education is the
key to turning our economy around, especially
in Michigan, and the fear of student aid being
cut is a distraction our students and their fami-
lies do not need. The increase in the Pell
Grant Program will help those that need it the
most, at a time when they need the help the
most.

| am particularly pleased that this legislation
will set an annual funding level of $110 million
for State unemployment insurance and em-
ployment service operations at the Department
of Labor. As the State with the highest unem-
ployment rate of 8.9 percent, families in Michi-
gan know all too well the difficulty unemployed
workers are having not only in finding a new
job, but also receiving the critical training or
assistance they need. Since this President
took office Michigan has lost over 400,000
jobs. In the last 6 months alone, Michigan has
lost an average of 3,820 jobs per month. With-
out further funding for unemployment insur-
ance we cannot turn this trend around. We all
can agree that finding a job during an eco-
nomic downturn is extremely difficult. There-
fore it is critical that families have the help
they need to buy their groceries, pay their
mortgages, and fill their gas tank until that
next employer is found. | hope that as Con-
gress turns to the economic stimulus package
we can go a step further and extend unem-
ployment benefits for States that need it the
most.

This legislation also included a critical in-
crease for the Commodity Supplemental Food
Program, CSFP, and the Nutrition for Women,
Infants and Children, or the WIC program.
Without the increase of $23.5 million for this
program, 70,000 low-income women, infants,
children, and elderly citizens, would risk losing
access to food. With over 70,000 citizens rely-
ing on CSFP in Michigan, this increase is crit-
ical. This is also true of the WIC program
which assists over 200,000 families in Michi-
gan each year. This legislation would increase
funding for this program by $1 billion, which
will greatly help mothers and their children buy
the groceries they need at a time when food
prices continue to sky rocket. When the price
of a gallon of milk is the same price as a gal-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

lon of gas, we need to ensure that our families
are not forced to choose between the two.

While Michigan families are being forced to
pay more for many goods and services, one of
the most painful increases has come from ris-
ing energy costs. Fortunately, this legislation
includes $5.1 billion for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program, which is $2.5 bil-
lion more than 2008 levels and will assist 2
million additional households. LIHEAP, a crit-
ical but thinly stretched program, serves nearly
560,000 homes in Michigan. This funding will
help the State of Michigan in its efforts to pro-
vide as many homes as possible with home
energy assistance. The need for this funding
is clear. The winter months bring with them
rising utility costs, and the State of Michigan
has seen an additional 30,000 LIHEAP appli-
cants between June 2007 and June 2008. In
addition, this bill provides $250 million for
weatherization assistance. Around 3,000
homes in Michigan are served by projects that
increase their home energy efficiency. The in-
creased funding will allow for weatherization of
approximately 100,000 homes, saving low-in-
come families $400 in energy costs.

One thing that is not included in this bill is
an extension of the decades-old moratorium
on offshore drilling. This means for the next 5
months drilling is allowed up to 3 miles off the
Atlantic and Pacific Coasts and parts of the
Eastern Gulf of Mexico. The citizens of Michi-
gan’s 15th Congressional District are no
strangers to high gas prices; in fact, average
gas prices in Michigan are among the highest
in the Nation. Despite the claims of the Bush
administration and its Republican Congres-
sional allies that drilling in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf is some sort of panacea, allowing
the moratorium to expire will have little effect
on rising prices at the pump. | would remind
my colleagues across the aisle that the En-
ergy Information Administration reported in
2007 that, “access to the Pacific, Atlantic, and
eastern Gulf regions would not have a signifi-
cant impact on domestic crude oil and natural
gas production or prices before 2030.” Earlier
this year, Republicans obstructed legislation
that would require oil companies to start drill-
ing on the 68 million acres of Federal oil re-
serves which they are warehousing or lose the
ability to obtain new leases. If the Republicans
were really concerned with bringing down gas
prices, they would have voted for a bill that
would have taken action now to increase oil
production.

Fortunately, under the current plan, leasing
in these off-shore areas will not begin until
2012. This most certainly means that the next
President and the next Congress will steer the
course of our national drilling policy. If | have
anything to do with it, this policy will include a
framework for leasing and development that
complies with environmental laws and insists
on proper direction and use of revenues
gained from drilling.

This legislation provides funding for critical
programs and ensures our government will
continue to operate until March 6, 2009. While
it is disappointing that partisanship and elec-
tion year politics stopped us from completing
our work on all 13 regular appropriations bills
this year, | am hopeful that we will quickly fin-
ish our work next March when we have better
leadership from the White House and a larger
majority to work with. | once again thank
Speaker PELOSI, Majority Leader HOYER, and
Chairman OBEY for their hard work on this im-
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portant bill, and urge my colleagues to support
it.
——

ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX
RELIEF ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
| regret that due to unforeseen circumstances
| was unable to participate in one vote on the
floor of the House of Representatives on Sep-
tember 24, 2008.

The vote was on H.R. 7005, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide al-
ternative minimum tax, AMT, relief for individ-
uals for 2008. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no” on that question. AMT relief
is certainly necessary, and providing it for
more than 25 million families in 2008 is pro-
jected to cost more than $60 billion over 10
years. In addition, because the AMT fix in this
bill is not paid for under pay-as-you-go rules,
the fix can be expected to add tens of billions
more in interest costs. In contrast, the fiscally
responsible version of AMT relief that the
House passed earlier this year with my sup-
port would have been revenue neutral, includ-
ing through the elimination of a tax subsidy
that continues to be provided to major oil com-
panies during this time of record profits for the
industry. | cannot support H.R. 7005, which
would add many tens of billions more to the
out-of-control national debt that is approaching
$10 trillion, when a fiscally responsible and fair
alternative is available.

———

DUNCAN HUNTER NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT-

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 24, 2008

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
this bill.

We've all read the stories about wounded
troops being forced to repay enlistment or re-
enlistment bonuses. Chairman SKELTON is to
be commended for including a provision that
ensures that any servicemember who is re-
tired or separated for a combat-related dis-
ability will not be required to repay any portion
of a bonus or other benefit. The same provi-
sion ensures that the survivor of a member
who dies on active duty will likewise not have
to repay any bonus or benefit their deceased
loved one was entitled to. | am also pleased
this bill authorizes a much needed and well
deserved 3.9 percent pay raise for our troops.

Today we are also ensuring that active duty
families, military retirees, and their dependents
are not socked with higher TRICARE fees or
co-pays by extending the prohibition on such
increase. The bill also encourages bene-
ficiaries to use preventive health services by
waiving copayments for preventive services.

We've all been troubled and saddened by
the increased rates of suicide among
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